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CRIMINAL AND JUDICIAL STATISTICS (IRELAND), 

1874. 



RETURNS FOR THE TEAR 1871, 



Compiled by Order of His Grace the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. 



PART I. POLICE— CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— PRISONS. 
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of the Criminal Classes known to the Police ; and of the Number of Offences 
committed and Offenders apprehended : also, Statements of the Number of 
Inquests held by Coroners ; Proceedings in Districts specially proclaimed. 

2. Criminal Proceedings. — Criminal Proceedings at Assizes, Dublin Commission Court, 

and Quarter Sessions ; Costs of Criminal Prosecutions. 

3. Prisons. — State of the County and County of City and Town Prisons ; Number of 

Prisoners, Establishments, and Expenses ; State of Bridewells ; with Returns of 
Convict Prisons and Reformatory and Industrial Schools, and as to Lunatic 
Asylums, so far as relates to Criminal Lunatics and Dangerous Lunatics charged 
with intent to commit Crime. 
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The High Court of Chancery, the Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, the 
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The Supreme Courts of Appeal, viz. — Her Majesty in Council, the House of Lords, the 
Privy Council, Ireland, the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber, 
and Court for consideration of Crown Cases Reserved, Cases Reserved for the 
Twelve Judges as to Presentments, &e., and Court for Land Cases Reserved; 

The Courts of the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, Local Charter Courts for the' 
Recovery of Small Debts, Civil Jurisdiction at Quarter Sessions, and Sheriffs’ 
Proceedings as to Jurors, by Revising Judges, and by Sheriffs as to Summoning ; 
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INTRODUCTORY AND EXPLANATORY REPORT. 



PART I.— CRIMINAL STATISTICS. 



The returns of Criminal Statistics have been collected and presented to Parliament since 
1863, under the directions of successive Lords Lieutenant, in compliance with an 
address presented by the House of Lords to Her Majesty. They are arranged in order 
similar to that adopted in the volume of English Criminal Statistics, and so as to compare 
with the Irish Statistics of preceding years. 

As far as possible, the returns in the Appendix relating to matters connected with 
each other are grouped together. Thus the Police Tables show the establishments of 
the Police, the criminal classes known to the Police, the offences committed and the 
character of criminals; and grouped with these are the returns of Coroners, which 
give the number of inquests held, distinguishing the cases in which the result of the 
inquest was the disclosure of crime, thus presenting points of comparison with the 
returns of crime made by the Police. 

The next class includes returns of criminal proceedings at the Assizes on the several 
circuits, at the Commission Court in Dublin, and at Quarter Sessions held throughout 
Ireland, made by the Local Inspectors of Gaols ; and with these are classed the returns 
of Crown Solicitors as to costs of criminal proceedings. 

The last group of Criminal Returns relates to the different places in which criminals 
aie kept in confinement. Under the general head “ Prisons,” this group comprises 
returns from County Gaols, Bridewells, Convict Prisons, Reformatory Schools, Industrial 
Schools, and Lunatic. Asylums. 

In this Introductory Report the Statistics are divided more . completely, according 
to subject-matter, independently of the source from which the information is received, 
under the four following heads:— 1st, Statistics of Crime; 2nd, Modes of Procedure 
for Punishing Crime ; 3rd, Criminal Classes, and Places of Detention of Criminals ; 
4th, Staff employed in the Suppression of Crime, and Cost incurred. 

CHAPTER I— STATISTICS OF CRIME. 

The following table shows the indictable offences compared with the correspondin'!- & 
figures since the year 1864 : — 

Indictable Offences not disposed of Summarily. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Year. 




"S“ 


Actual 


'Actual 


Perl 


0,000 of Pop 


.... 










Numbor. 


Increase. 


Decrease. 


1864, 

1865, 


5, 640,527 
5,594,589 


10,865 

9,766 


Lif 




19-2 


- 


- 




5, 522,942 


9,082 










10 






9,260 














9,090 










0-2 




5,449,094 


9,178 












5,418,512 


9,517 


339 














8,155 










2-4 






7,716 














6,942 














5,314,844 


6,662 




280 


12-5 




0-5 



Chapter I. 
Statistics ot Crime. 

Comparison of 
crime in 1871 

previous years. 
Indictableoffences. 



s now diminished for four years in succession ; the 
number of crimes in 1874 is less than in any year since the Criminal Statistics were 
first m a complete shape in 1864. 

Part of the improvement in the past ten years has been in agrarian offences. The Agrarian 0 
oarages .specially reported was, on an average of the past two years, 233. 



In 1862-63 it v\ 



a average 324. 



• Estimated population for tke middle of each year from Registrar-General’s Return 
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Part I. The agrarian outrages in 1874 were 41 less than in 1873. There was an increase 

&AM 8 TI 08 ' n 1874 in the number of such offences in Donegal of 12, and in Down of 8. There 
was an increase in four other Ulster counties, making a total increase in Ulster of 

SiatUi^ofC ' 28 offences - This unfavourable result in Ulster was, however, more than counter- 

’ balanced by the diminution in the other provinces, of 2 in Leinster, 14 in Connaught, 

an< * 53 * n funster, making the total of Ireland 41 less than in 1873. 

1875. ’ The favourable result as to agrarian crime up to the end of 1874 has been surpassed 

in the first seven months of 1875, the agrarian outrages specially reported up to 31st 
July, being 82 as compai-ed with 131 in the first seven months of 1874. 

The outrages specially reported by the Constabulary, 1,186, up to 31st July, 1875, as 
compared with 1,286 in 1874, and the crimes of all kinds in the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police district, 4,396, up to 31st July, 1875, as compared with 4,537 in 1874, show that 
the general criminal statistics of the first seven months of 1875 are more favourable than 
those of the first seven months of 1874. 

Indictable offences. The following table shows the comparison, in detail, between 1874 and 1873, of 
indictable offences not disposed of summarily. 

The different offences are divided into two classes — first, those in which the results 
were more favourable in 1874 than in 1873 ; and, secondly, those in which the results 
were more favourable in 1873 than in 1874. 

In each class the offences are arranged according to the degree of difference between 
the years — those that contribute most to the general result coming first ; the exact 
difference is stated in each case, and the degree by which the lesser number is below the 
greater is added as a per-centage on a uniform principle for exact comparison. 









Actual I 


inference. 


Difference per cent. 


loss thou 

in 1873. 


iTl874° 


§s 


less than 


Statistics of 1874 more favourable than those of 1873. 




























indictment, . . . . 


6,662 


6,942 


280 


- 






Riots, breach of the peace, tee., 


86 


185 


99 


_ 


53 


- 
















Assault and inflicting bodily barm, 














Forgory, and offences against the currency, 














Offences against property, with violence, . 
Rape," and assault with intent to ravish, . 
Malicious offences against property, 






24 


















424 












Crimes against human life (including murder, attempt 
to murder, shooting at, wounding, stabbing, Ac.,- 
to do bodily harm, manslaughter, concealing 


birth of inhints, endangering safety of passen- 














gers on railways, and unlawfully abandoning 


347 


353 










children under 2 years of age), 




_ 


2 




Statistics of 1873 more favourable than those of 1874. 
















8 


6 


- 


2 


- 


25 


Offences against property, without violence, 


4,149 




- 




- 


- 


Bigamy, child-stealing, and attempts to procure 
P.,-“ i80alriaSe ’ .... 


12 

20 


6 

9 


: 


6 

11 




50 

55 




44 


19 










Assaults, common, and on peace officers, . 


438 






35 




8 



This table shows a decrease in indictable offences in 1874 in eight classes, and an 
increase in six. The increases were not large or in the gravest classes of offences. 
The decreases were in classes of offences in which Ireland presents the most unfavourable 
contrast to England and Wales : — (1) riots and breach of the peace, 53 per cent. ; 
(2) assaults and inflicting bodily harm, 11 per cent. ; (3) malicious offences against 
property, 2 per cent. ; and (4) crimes against human life, 2 per cent. 
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The following table shows the offences determined summarily compared with the 
corresponding figures since 1864 : — 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Offences determined Summarily.* 




This table shows an increase in 1874 of 4,658 on the 223,843 offences determined 
summarily in 1873 — raising the offences determined summarily to a higher number than 
in the three preceding years, and to 430 per 10,000 of population — a higher proportion 
than in the majority of the years since the statistics were first in the present shape, in 
1864 ; the average of the ten previous years being only 425 in each 10,000 of population. 

The following table shows the different offences determined summarily, classified 
according to the degree in which the statistics of each were more favourable in 1873 
than in 1874, or the reverse: — 



Offences Determined Summarily. 


w 




Diff 






m 


ivS 


Statistics of 1 873 more favourable than those of 1874. 










Total, .... 


228,501 


223,843 


- 


4,658 


Drunkenness, Drunk and Disorderly, 


97,438 


95,623 


_ 


1,815 














7,765 


6,702 




1,063 












Malicious and wilful destroying of property, 


7,611 


7,146 




465 












Servants, Masters, and Apprentices, offences as to, . 


2,199 


1,933 




266 




803 


573 




230 ’ 




5,393 


5,198 




195 






129 




188 




874 


746 




128 






6,209 




94 




879 


801 




78 


Vagrant Acts, other than Prostitutes, 


1,823 


1,771 




62 












lord’s Day Act, violation of, 


277 


227 




50 


Fishery Acts, violation of, ... 




1,235 






Factory Acts, violation of, ... 




35 
















Chimney Sweepers Act, violation of, 




5 


- 




Statistics of 1874 more favourable than those of 1873. 












82 


107 


25 


- 






27 


27 


- 




135 


169 


34 






793 


842 


49 




Aggravated Assaults on Women and Children, 


374 


425 


51 






9 


60 


51 






3,559 


3,634 


75 






, 4,340 


4,443 


103 






15,692 


15,993 


301 






1,778 


2,405 


627 




Ways Act, violation of. 








“ 



* In the Tables of Summary Offences the figures indicate the number of persons proceeded against. In the 
Tables of Indictable Offences the figures indicate the number of crimes committed. 

+ Registrar-General's Estimate, in Abstract, 1875, No. 45, for middle of each year. 
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0 IZt , “ “ Ppe " 3 fr °“ this Uhk tut th " * ttirf of tie increase in offences disposed 

Siatibkub. Of snmmardy in 18?4 may be ascribed to drunkenness. The total increase was 4 658 

c™ I, “ ** ™ 1 ' 815 - T >“ large inoreases-1,82? in offence, 

SuuiititBo/ Crime, "?=““* f’ 1 "*’ Aoto ' 1.0«8 agmut local Acts, and 606 against Weight, and Measures 
_ Acts all mark increased mg, lance of the Police in prosecuting for minor offences. 

The classes of offences which show a marked decrease are-wiolation of Ways Acts, 
»04, and prostitutes under Vagrant Act, 627. 

Crimo h?Coimties The dlstributl °n of crime in counties and districts is shown in the following tables 
and Districts. one having -relation to indictable offences not -disposed of summarily, and the other 
(p. 16) relating to offences disposed of summarily. 




Total of Ireland, 

Above 9 times avi 
Dublin Met,- 



rage of 12-3 in 10,000 populatior 
politan Police District, 



Cork (County of City), . 

>w average and above half average : 
Kildare, . . . . b 

Limerick (County of City), . ! 

Galway (County of Town), . 

Westmeath 

Dublin (outside Metropolitan District), 
Tipperary, South Riding, 



20,000 



123,000 

79.000 

70.000 

64.000 

96.000 



Carlow, 

King’s County, 

Limerick, 

Waterford (County of City), 



76.000 

153.000 

23.000 

179.000 

115.000 

197.000 



Below half average and above one-fourth average : 
Cork, East Hiding, .... 
Drogheda (County of Town), 

Kilkenny (including City)/ . 

Cork, West Hiding, . . . | 



13,000 

109.000 

173.000 

174.000 

229.000 

96.000 

216.000 

133.000 

93.000 

148.000 

174.000 

246.000 

141.000 



Meath, 

Tyrone, 

Wexford, 

Fermanagh, 

Clare, . 

Londonderry, 



Below one-fourth of average : 

Carrickfergus (County of Town), 
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-The i in’ost • marked • feature disclosed by this table : isvofi© that was particularly noticed PjJw I. 
in the past three years, viz., the extent to which crime is concentrated in towns in Criminal 
Ireland. ~ SlATIsnCB - 

Cham-nr I. 

Thus whilst the average of all Ireland of indictable offences not disposed of summarily Statistics of Crime. 
is jg, the crime in the Dublin Metropolitan Police district reached 110 in the 10,000 DietriWti!^ of 
of population; and it gives a more definite conception of the matter to notice that of Crime _in Counties 
the 6,662 indictable offences not disposed of summarily in Ireland, 3,734, or more an< * ® iatr ' 8ts - 
than half, occurred in the Dublin Metropolitan Police district. 

That this is only part of a general law , of which Dublin is an extreme case, is shown 
by some other figures : — 

Nhmbeb op Crimes in each 10,000 op Population. 



— - 


Id Urban District. 


Adjoining County. 


^ Excess in 


Excess per cent. 


Dublin Metropolis, ..... 


110-8 


9-4 


101-4 


91 


Cork City, 


14-2 


6-1 


8-1 


57 


Waterford City, 


6-5 


3-2 


3-3 


51 


Galway Town, 


11-0 


5-6 


5-4 


49 


Belfast, 


5-7 


3-2 


2-5 


44 


Limerick City, 


11-3 


6-5 


4-8 


42 



It appears from this table that the excess of crime in urban districts, as compared 
with the adjoining county, is, in the case of Dublin, 91 per cent.; in Cork, 57 per cent. ; 
in Waterford, 51 per cent. ; in Galway, 49 per cent. ; in Belfast, 44 per cent. ; and in 
Limerick, 42 per cent. 

In counties at large Kildare stands highest both in 1874 and in 1S73, the crime in it 
in 1874 being 11-4 in 10,000 of the population. 

The account given by one of the Judges at a late Assizes, of the crime in Kildare 
being connected with the large concentration of troops, accounts for this excess above 
other rural districts. Such concentration is calculated to have the same effect on crime 
as the concentration of people in towns and cities. 

So that the great problem indicated by the statistics of Irish crime in 1 874, as by those 
in 1873 and 1872, is how to deal with town crime. 

Columns have been added to the table to indicate the changes in the amount of 
crime in 1874 as compared with 1873 in those jurisdictions in which there has been 
a change of 2 in the 10,000 of population or upwards. It appears that the most 
marked diminution in crime has been as follows:— The city of Cork, from 158 crimes 
to 112, or 5'9 in the 10,000 of population ; Armagh county, owing to cessation of party 
disturbances, from 214 to 115, or 5'5 ; in the North Riding of Tipperary, from 82 to 43, 
or 4-2 ; in Kildare, from 123 to 96, or 3'3 ; and in Clare, from 107 to 76, or 2'1 in the 
10,000 of population. Some disturbance in Clare had rendered it necessary to place it 
Wider the Peace Preservation Act in July, 1873. The only jurisdictions showing 
marked increase in proportion of crime are the county of Fermanagh, from 29 to 48 
or 2-1 ; and Drogheda town, from 5 to 8, or 2'4 in the 10,000 of population. 
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The distribution of offences determined summarily is shown in the following table : — 



Chapter I. 

Statistic! of Crime. 

Distribution of 
Offences detor- 

in Counties and 
Districts. 



Total of Ireland, ..... 

Abovo double average of offenders, 844 in 10,000 
population : — 

Dublin Metropolitan Police District, . 
Limerick (County of City), . 

Waterford (County of City), . 

Cork (County of City), 

Abovo average (422), and below double average 
(844):- 

Galway (County of Town), 

Belfast Town, 

Westmeath, . 

Kildare, 

Tipperary, South Ridi 
Wicklow, 



!low average (422) 

Queen’s County, 

Limerick, . 

Drogheda (County of Town) 
Dublin (outside Metropolitan 
Kerry, 

Kilkenny (iucluding City), 
Cork, West Riding, . 
Londonderry, . 

Cork, East Riding, 

Meath, 

Carlow, 

Louth, 

King’s County, 

Galway, 

Cavan, 

Tipperary, North Riding, 
Wexford, . 

Mayo, 

Roscommon, . 

Armagh, 

Fermanagh, . 

Tyrone, 

Sligo, 

Monaghan, , 



Carrickfergus (County of Town), 
Waterford, 

Down, 



Emit* I 



42,032 

4,270 

2,429 



This table of offences disposed of summarily indicates the same result as the preceding 
table relating to more serious crime — the excess of town crime. 

Six out of the eight principal towns in Ireland that are distinguished from the 
adjoining counties, are above the average of offences disposed of summarily. Dublin 
Metropolitan Police District, Limerick, Waterford, and Cork are above double the 
average. These four cities, with Galway and Belfast, all show a greater proportion of 
offences disposed of summarily than any county at large in Ireland. 
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The degree of preponderance is shown by the comparison of the offences disposed of Past I. 
summarily, compared with each 10,000 of population, in the several town districts and Criminal 
in the adjoining counties : — Statistics. 



Chapter I. 

Proportion of Persons Proceeded against in each 10,000 op Population. Statistics of Grime. 



Districts. 


In Urban District. 




Urban'ZSict. 


Offences sum- 

Eicess per cent. marily disposed of 


Waterford City, ..... 
Dublin Metropolis, . . 

Belfast, 

Cork City, 

Limerick City, 

Galway Town, 

Drogheda, . . . 


1,048 

1,247 

773 

1,000 

1,095 

818 

404 


232 

397 

249 

406 

352 


51 6 
850 
524 
637 
689 
495 

52 


joining counties 
73 compared. 

68 

68 

64 

63 

61 

13 



It appears from this table that the offences determined summarily were 1,048 in each 
10,000 population in Waterford city, and only 232 in the adjoining county, or 78 per 
cent. less. In Dublin Metropolitan district the offences were 1,247 in each 10,000, 
and in the adjoining county only 397, or 68 per cent. less. 

Columns have been added to the table to show the districts which indicate a marked 
change in offences determined summarily in 1874 as compared with 1873. 

The districts which show a marked increase are Waterford city, from 2,084 to 2,429' 
or an ^increase of 142 in the 10,000 population ; Westmeath county, from 3,400 to 4,304, 
or 116 in 10,000; Dublin 'metropolis, from 39,374 to 42,032, or 79 in 10,000 ; Queen’s 
county, from 2,803 to 3,328, or 66 in 10,000; and Kildare, from 4,126 to ’4,622, or 
59 m 10,000— Kildare thus appearing in nearly the same unfavourable position as it is 
as to serious crime. The districts which show a decrease of over 40 in the 10,000 
population are:— Drogheda, 226 in 10,000, from 820 in 1873 to 525 in 1874; Sl’igo, 

67 in 10,000, from 3,805 to 3,043; Tipperary, North Riding, 53 in 10,000, from 3,365 to 
2,864; and Kerry, 45 in 10,000, from 8,626 in 1873 to 7,735 in 1874. 

The prevalence of offences disposed of summarily in the poorer and more crowded Relative Orimi- 
parts of the Dublin Metropolitan Police district, is no less marked than the contrast ;a>ity'.f Jifc.et 
between the entire metropolis and the adjoining county. Thus in Division “A” (south- “peli- 

west city, including the liberties) the offences disposed of summarily reached 1 ??8 in ■" rJtodlwkt. 
the 10,000 population; whilst in Division "E” (south city with rural district from 
Cruinlm to Sandymount) the offences were only 555 in the 10,000 population The 
number of indictable offences in Division “B" (the south-east city) was the greatest 
reaching 136 in the 10,000; and in division “F" including Kingstown and rural 
district from Merrion old church to Mount Malpas, Kffliney, was the least, only 51 in 
the 10,000 population. 



In the following tables the statistics of Crimean Ireland for the year ended 31st Statistics oflr 
December, 1874, are compared with the corresponding statistics of crime in England and Crime com P ari 
Wales for the year ended 29th September, 1873, the date up to which the returns are 
made which are included in the Judicial and Criminal Statistics for England and Wales |?f and and 
presented to Parliament in 1874. Wales. 



The tables are arranged on the plan adopted in the Irish statistics for last three years. 
The total is given first, and the different offences are given in the order in which they 
correspond with the general result, those offences which most closely correspond 
with the general result coming first, and those which differ most from the general result 
coming last. 

C 
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Past I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter I. 
Statistics of Crime. 

Indictable offences 
not determined 
summarily — Irish 

and English 
compared. 



Indictable Offences (not disposed of Summarily). 



equal to that p 
of Ireland." i 



Irish Statistics more favourable than English. 
Total Indictable Offences of all kinds, 

Offences against property, without violence, . 
Offences against property, with violence, 

Forgery, and offences against the currency, . 
Attempts to commit suicide, .... 

Unnatural offences 

Bigamy, child-stealing, and attempts to procure 
miscarriage, ...... 

Bapo, and assaults with intent to ravish, 

Perjury 

English Statistics more favourable than Irish. 
Offences against human life (including murder, 
attempt to murder, shooting at, stabbing, &c., to 
do bodily harm, manslaughter, endangering safety 
of passengers on railways, concealing birth of 
infants, and unlawfully abandoning children under 

two years of age), 

Unclassified offences, 

Biot, broach of the peace, tfeo., 

Malicious offences against property, 

Assaults, and inflicting bodily harm, 

Assaults, common, and on Peace Officers, 





49 

58 

80 

73 

72 

63 

15 

37 



16 

41 

98 

71 

78 

92 



It appears from this table that the Irish statistics of indictable offences are more 
favourable than the English in the total number of indictable offences not disposed of 
summarily, to the extent of 3,614, or 35 per cent. 

This proportion corresponds very closely with the proportion given in the last four 
years— 33 per cent, in 1870, 34'6 per cent, in 1871, 28 2 per cent, in 1872, and 32 per 
cent, in 1873. 



The characteristics of the offences follow the same general law — the classes of offences 
in which Irish statistics are more favourable being, with a single exception, the same as in 
1873. The Irish statistics are more favourable than the English in crimes against 
property, other than malicious, from 49 to 58 per cent. ; in perjury, 37 per cent. ; and 
in attempts to commit suicide, 73 per cent. 

The crimes in which the English statistics are more favourable than the Irish are : — 
Riot and assaults of various classes, ranging from 78 per cent, to 98 per cent.; malicious 
offences against property, 71 per cent. ; and offences against the lives of others, 16 per 
cent. 

The only change is in rape and assaults with intent to ravish, in which the Irish 
statistics are more favourable by 15 per cent, in 1874 : the English statistics were more 
favourable by 3 per cent, in 1873. 



Iudictablo'oflbncos The above comparison relates entirely to indictable offences not disposed of summarily ; 
manly 0 — Irish 'and but * n both countries Justices have power to deal with certain cases of theft, assaults, 
English compared. 

* In this and all subsequent tables in which the English figures are estimated according to population for the 
purpose of comparison with the Irish figures, the enumerated population of England and Wales is taken for the 
1st of April, 1873, as estimated from the Kegistrar-General’s figures, at 23,284,269, and the population of 
Ireland for the middle of 1874, as estimated by the Begistrar-General, at 5,314,884. These numbers show that 
the population of the former country is 4 '4 times greater than that of the latter ; and by this proportion, for all tables 
similar to the above, the figures given in tho English Judicial and Criminal Statistics for 1873 have been divided. 
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and malicious injuries to property, either summarily, or by indictment. The Courts of Paht I. 
Petty Sessions are, however, somewhat differently constituted in Ireland and England Statistics 
and Wales, from the presence of official or paid Magistrates in all districts in Ireland, — 



rural as well as urban. The following table of offences disposed of summarily, SkdUU^^Crime. 
belonging to classes that possibly might be indicted, has been constructed and the ^ ^ — ff 

comparison carried out in it on the same plan as in the preceding table : — disposed of «nm- 




It appears from this table that in the statistics of offences actually disposed of 
summarily, but which belong to a class that might be dealt with by indictment, the 
result follows the same law and presents the same characteristics as in the more serious 
offences which are actually made the subject of indictment. 

The Irish statistics are more favourable than the English in this class of offences, to 
the extent of 3,903 offences, or 17 per cent., corresponding very closely to the proportion 
in 1873, which was 21 per cent. ; in stealing alone to the extent of 56 per cent., and 
in aggravated assaults on women and children, 39 per cent. On the other hand, the 
Irish statistics are less favourable by 3 7 per cent, in the minor cases of malicious offences 
against property. 



In the Police Tables of crimes reported, the statistics of murder are included with Statistics of 
other offences affecting human life, and not taken separately for comparison, for the jXnticid'e'in 
following reasons, as explained in preceding reports : — In consequence of the difference Ireland and in 



Police are framed on a different principle in the two countries. The Police returns in 
Ireland are framed chiefly according to the crime charged at the commencement of 
the prosecution. In England the Police returns are made according to the verdicts at 
the trial ; t and all those cases in which the Jury convicts of a crime other than that 
charged in the indictment ( e.g ., in cases where upon a trial for murder a verdict of 
manslaughter or of concealment of birth is returned) appear in different classes in the 
statistics of England and of Ireland. In the former they are classified according to the 
verdict of the Jury, while in the latter they are returned as murder, that being the 
crime charged, and for which the indictment was framed. The English statistics which 
afford the best standard of comparison of the cases commonly referred to as murders, 



* Common assaults have not been included. As to the impossibility of any assaults that would bo properly the 
subject of indictment being thus excluded so far as the Irish statistics are concerned, vide Judicial Statistics of 
Ireland, 1869, p. 16. 

f Judicial and Criminal Statistics for England and Wales for 1870, Report, p. xx. 



C 2 
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Pabt I. 
Criminal 

Statistics. 

Chapter I. 
Statistics oj Crime. 

Statistics of 
murder and 
infanticide in 
Ireland and in 
England and 
Wales compared. 



irrespective of the legal definition of the offence or final verdict, are the verdicts at 
Coroners’ inquests, and these in Ireland and in England and Wales are to a large extent 
comparable. 

In this comparison, however, it is to be borne in mind that when any one is arrested 
before the Coroner’s inquest is held, the practice in Ireland is different from what it was 
two years ago. The prisoner is not produced before the Coroner’s inquest unless he 
applies for a habeas corpus; and this sometimes leads the Coroners’ Juries not to enter 
into the evidence beyond the medical cause of death, and so not to find a verdict of 
murder in cases where, under the previous practice, such a verdict would have been 
found. 









Actual E 


inference. 


Difference 


i per cent. 


Coroners' Returns, in 
Ireland and England compared. 


Ireland, 


w2rahi d 1873 

equal to that 


□umber less 
English 


English 1 


English 


English 
ate number 


Murder of children aged one year and under, 


26 


32 


6 


_ 


l 19 


r„™. 


Murder of persons above one year of age, . 


32 


19 


- 


13 


- 


41 


Total, 


58 


51. 


- 


7 


- 


12 



It appears from this table that the number of cases in which murder, other than 
infanticide, was charged by the verdicts of Coroners’ inquests, was 32 in Ireland in 
1874, as compared with 19 in an equal portion of the population of England and 
Wales in 1873, showing a difference against Ireland of 13, or 41 per cent. 

The statistics of infanticide in both countries are quite startling. 

The proportion of children in Ireland to the rest of the population was ascertained 
by the Census Commissioners in 1861 to be as 2'4 to 97'6, or, in other words, that in 
every 200 of the population, about 5 are infants under one year of age. It follows 
from this that the proportional number of murders other than infanticides which would 
correspond to the 26 infanticides would be 1,057. The difference between this number 
and 32, the number of murders other than infanticides, indicates at a glance the excess 
of this crime. 

In England and Wales the proportion of the population under one year to those above 
one year of age is 3 to 97; it follows, therefore, that the number of murders of persons 
above one year of age to be expected from the 32 infanticides would be 1,034 in a 
portion of the population equal to that of Ireland. This, compared with 19, the actual 
number of such murders in that portion of the English population, indicates a still 
greater excess of infanticides, as compared with other murders, than in Ireland. The 
excess of infanticides above other murders in both countries presents matter for 
consideration in estimating the whole effects of the immorality which leads to this 
crime* 



* Vide commencement of Chapter II., where the extraordinary proportion of verdicts 
appears. 



illegitimate children 



[ Table. 
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The statistics of offences determined summarily, other than those which might be 
indicted, are compared in the following table : — 



Part I. 
Statistics. 









Actual Difference. 


Difference 


percent. 


Indictable Offences, in Ireland, in 1874, 
England and Wales in 1873. 


Ireland, 

Total. 


n p "jr on 

aid |jjajes 


n 


English Pro- 


English Pro- 
portionate 


less than 


I. English Statistics more favourable than Irish. 
Total other than indictable offences, , 


209,873 


111,585 


. 


..... 


Percent. 


Por cent. 

47 




97,438 


41,578 




55,860 




57 




29,761 


6,046 




23,715 




80 




15,692 


2,461 




13,231 




84 


Common assaults, ..... 


30,427 


18,134 




12,293 




40 




5,393 


1,728 




3,665 




68 


Weights and Measures Acts, violation of, . 


4,139 


976 




3,163 




76 


Fishery Acts, violation of, . 


1,279 


189 




1,090 




85 


















3,559 


3,142 




417 




11 


Mutiny Act, violation of, . 


874 


820 








6 


Sale of Poisons Act, violation of, . 


3 


- 


- 


3 


" 


100 


II. Statistics equal. 














Chimney Sweepers Act, violation of, 




- 


- 


- 


- 


- 


III. Irish Statistics more favourable than English. 
















277 


295 


18 


_ 


6 


- 


Prevention of Crime Act (1871), violation of, 


9 






_ 


76 


- 




879 


920 


41 




4 






82 


219 


137 




62 






135 


285 


150 




52 






70 


233 


163 




70 






317 


699 


382 




55 






1,040 


1,525 


485 




32 








682 


682 




100 




Vagrant Act (Prostitutes), 


1,778 


2,476 






28 






3,331 


4,207 


876 










7,765 


9,036 


1,271 




14 




Servants, Apprentices, and Masters, offences in 














2,199 




1,490 




40 








1,521 


1,521 




100 






803 


2,355 


1,552 




66 






793 


2,470 


1,667 




67 




Vagrant Act (other than Prostitutes), violation of, 


1,823 


5,854 


4,041 


“ 


69 


“ 



Chaptbr I. 
Statistics of Crime. 

Offences, other 
than indictable, 

Ireland and in 
England and 
Wales compared. 



The statistics of offences, other than indictable offences, determined summarily, present . 
a general result unfavourable to Ireland as compared with England and Wales — the 
number of such offences being 98,288, or 47 per cent, less in a corresponding portion 
of the population of England and Wales than in Ireland. 

The Irish statistics show in the most unfavourable manner in the following offences, 
being less favourable than the English to the degree stated : — Offences against Fishery 
Acts, 85 per cent. ; offences against Ways Acts, 80 per cent. ; offences against Weights 
and Measures Acts, 76 per cent. ; offences against Nuisance Acts, 68 per cent. ; 
drunkenness, drunk and disorderly, 57 per cent. 

On the other hand, the Irish statistics present more favourable features than the 
English chiefly in the following classes of offences, to the degree stated : — Offences 
against Mercantile Marine Acts, 55 per cent. ; violation of Cattle Plague Orders, 62 per 
cent. ; offences against Poor Law Acts, 66 per cent. ; offences against Game Acts, 

67 per cent. ; enforcement of Vagrant Act other than against prostitutes, 69 per cent. ; 
offences against Factory Acts, 70 per cent. 
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In two classes of offences there is no basis of comparison, in consequence of the differ- 
ence of the law. Thus, there were 682 convictions for disobedience of the bastardy laws 
in England, with no corresponding convictions in Ireland, the Irish law not giving a 
summary remedy to a seduced woman in the same form as in England. Again, there 
were 1,521 convictions under the Elementary Education Act in England, whilst there 
were no convictions in Ireland, as there is no compulsory provision in connexion with 
Irish education. 

Supposed cxces- Last year, in some comments on the Irish Criminal Statistics, a theory was suggested 
PMMMoflriah 0f ^° g,ccoun * f° r the characteristics above noticed, of Irish as compared with English 
birth in England crime, that the large proportion of Irish prisoners in English prisons furnished the true 
reason for the small prevalence of certain crimes in Ireland, upon which so many 
ingenious theories had been based. 

It was alleged that while persons of Irish birth in England and Wales were only 
566,540 in number, or one-fortieth of the population, they appeared in the commitments 
to prisons as one-seventh of the commitments, and it was thence assumed that they were 
much more criminal than the other inhabitants of the towns or parts of towns in which 
they resided. 

What has been already observed as to the great preponderance of town crime in 
Ireland, appears from the English Criminal Statistics to be equally true of England and 
Wales. 

It appears, however, from the Census that the persons of Irish birth reside chiefly in • ‘ 
large towns: — 91,171 in London; 76,761 in Liverpool; and 34,066 in Manchester ; in 
some sixty other large towns, 118,862. To judge whether there was any excessive 
criminality amongst them, it would be right to compare their offences with the 
criminality of the population of the towns, or parts of the towns where they chiefly 
reside, and not of the whole of England and Wales. 

Again it appears from the Census that the persons of Irish birth are very peculiarly 
distributed as to age, owing to the migration to England and Wales from Ireland being 
usually not of families, but of young persons seeking employment, who afterwards marry 
and settle in England, and whose children are all classed as of English birth. The 
persons of Irish birth do not represent a complete portion of the Irish race in England, 
but only a portion of the higher ages. Thus, of the entire number of 566,540, no less 
than 498,733 were 20 years of age, and only 67,717 under that age, whilst in a corre- 
sponding portion of the entire population of England and Wales, with 498,733 persons 
above 20 years of age, there would be 92,000 between 15 and 20, and 332 000 under 
15. This renders it necessary to compare the criminality of the persons of Irish birth 
not with that of the entire number of non-Irish birth, but with that of those of the 
same age. 

In England and Wales persons above 20 years of age commit 80 per cent, of the 
crime, and talcing the small number of persons of Irish birth below 20, it may be esti- 
mated that the whole number of 566,540 belong to such a section of the general popu- 
lation as forms 60 per cent, of the whole, and owing to the almost total absence of 
children of Irish birth, belong to the ages at which 90 per cent, of the crime is 
committed. 

The English Criminal Statistics do not distinguish the different divisions of the Metro- 
polis as the Irish do into the six police divisions, neither is Liverpool or Manchester 
divided, though so much larger than Dublin ; so that it is not possible to compare the 
criminality of persons of Irish birth with that of the divisions of these great cities in 
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which they actually reside. But the whole population of the three— including part Pakt I. 
of the county of Middlesex — the population of the same ages as those of Irish birth 

(at 60 per cent.) is 2,638,000, and the indictable offences committed by persons at these 

ages in these towns, is (at 90 per cent, of the whole number) 20,252. This gives the Chapter I. 
criminality of the entire population of London, Liverpool, and Manchester, at the ages of Stat ' at,c ™f^ rime% 
persons of Irish birth through England and Wales, as 76'2 in the 10,000 population of gj^^X'IinaHty of 
such ages. persons of Irish 

birth in England 



It is not possible to determine the criminality of persons of Irish birth from the usual 
returns of birth-place of prisoners, as no distinction is made as to whether they are 
committed for indictable offences or for offences disposed of summarily ; but, through 
the courtesy of the Home Secretary, special returns have been obtained, the summary 
of which is shown in the following table : — 



Ketorh for the Year ended 29th September, 1873, as to Prisoners of Irish Birth committed to 
Prisons is England and Wales. 



Commitments op Persons, exclusive of Persons committed for Debt, 
or on Civil Process, or for Naval or Militarv Offences. 


*“•> 


Females. 


j Total. 


Convicted summarily, ... 

Remanded and discharged, or for want of sureties, .... 

For trial at Assizes or Sessions, or convicted thereat, not previously in custody, 
Unclassed — 

In Appleby, from returns for 1872-3, ..... 

In Durham, ........ 

Total, ...... 


10,844 

813 

732 

6 

1 


8,520 

729 


19,364 

1,542 

1,187 

j} 1 


12,396 


9,704 


22,100 



Taking the statistics of both sexes together, as is necessary for an estimate to compare 
with the crimes committed as returned by the Constabulary, the result of the return now 
made is shown in the following table : — 



Persons committed for Debt, or on Civil Process, or for 
Naval or Military Offences, in the Year 
ended 29th September, 1873. 


Total 

Number. 


Of Irish 1 
Birth. 


Proportion of 
Irish Birth to 


Convicted summarily, ....... 

Remanded and discharged, or for want of sureties, 

For trial at Assizes or Sessions, or convicted thereat, not previously in 
Unclassed — in Appleby and Durham, ..... 


126,437 

14,293 

14,683 


19,364 

1,542 

1,187 

7 


15- 

ID 

8-1 


Total, ..... 


155,413 


22,100 


14-2 



It appears from this table that in commitments for trial at Assizes and Quarter 
Sessions, corresponding to the Police returns of indictable offences not disposed of 
summarily, the commitments of those of Irish birth only x-each 81 per cent. 

The indictable offences not disposed of summarily in England and Wales in 1873 
were 45,412; 81 per cent, of this number amounts to 3,678, and this number of 
offences amongst the 566,540 gives the criminality of those of Irish birth as only 64'9 
in the 10,000 of population ; whilst, as we have seen above, the criminality of persons of 
the same ages in the entire of London, Liverpool, and Manchester, the three towns 
where the persons of Irish birth reside in greatest numbers, is 76 - 2, or 11*3 in the 
10,000 greater than 64 - 9, the ascertained criminality of those of Irish birth. 
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sive criminality of 
persons of Irish 
birth in England 



The criminality of persons of Irish birth in England appears from this comparison to 
be not excessive, and so cannot account for the less amount of indictable offences in 
Ireland than in an equal portion of the population of England and Wales. 

The extraordinary difference between the poorer and more crowded and the richer 
police divisions of Dublin in the number of offences disposed summarily — 1,778 in the 
10,000 in one of the poorer, and only 555 in one the of richer — indicates the explanation 
of the apparent excess of commitments for offences disposed of summarily amongst 
those of Irish birth. If the statistics were so framed as to allow the comparison to be 
made in divisions of towns, the apparent difference would disappear. 



Statistics of crime A comparison has been instituted, as in preceding years, between the crime of Ulster 
with sbaistroo? an< ^ bheut of Scotland, as close as the differences in the law and modes of administration 
crime io Scotland. i n Scotland and Ireland would admit of. 

In Scotland the distinction between indictable offences and those disposed of 
summarily is not so clearly marked as in Ireland ; but, by reducing the offences of all 
kinds to the following five classes, a sufficiently good basis of comparison has been 
obtained : — Offences (1) against human life, (2) against morals, (3) against property, (4) 
against veracity, and (5) Police offences, including riot, assaults, and violation of 
discipline under various Acts of Parliament. The offences against human life are sub- 
divided into three classes — (1) murder and attempts at murder or to do grievous bodily 
hal m ; (2) manslaughter, called in Scotland culpable homicide ; and (3) offences against 
the lives of infants short of infanticide. 



The comparison of crime in Ireland and England is open to the consideration that the 
circumstances of the two countries differ very much, agriculture preponderating in the 
one and manufactures in the other. There is, too, a great contrast in wealth and in 
concentration of the population in the towns. 

The comparison with Scotland affords a more perfect test of the different effects of laws, 
institutions, and social arrangements, especially if the comparison be limited to Ulster. 
From the close proximity of Ulster to Scotland, and the early migration of the Ulster 
Scoti to Argyle (the Hill of the Gaels or Irish) and thence to the whole Highlands, 
transferring their name to Scotland, and the modern migration of Ulster Celtic labourers 
to the Scotch towns, and from the large part which the Lowland Scotch of Anglo- 
Saxon race took in the plantation of Ulster and in the subsequent development of trade 

and manufactures, being the ancestors of the majority of the Protestant population 

Ulster and Scotland correspond more closely in respect of race than any two portions of 
the United Kingdom. From the development of manufactures in Ulster, that province 
more closely resembles Scotland than any portion of Ireland in the distribution of the 
population between agriculture and manufactures. Ulster, too, resembles Scotland in 
the more friendly relations between landlord and tenant. 



[Table. 
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The comparison of crime in Scotland and in Ulster, is shown in the following table : — 







Number of 


Actual D 


iffcrcnco. | 


Differenct 


■percent. 


Offexces is Ulster in 1874, compared with 


Number 

Offences 

Ulster 


of Scotland 


Ulster 
Scotch pro- 


Scotch pro- 


Scotch pro- 


lew than 






to that of 


number. 


number. 


number. 


number. 


Total Offences, ..... 


57,976 


71,313 


13,337 


_ 


Per cent. 

19 




Ulster Statistics more favourable than Scotch. 


3,820 


12,526 


8,706 




69 




Police Offences, including Assaults of all kinds and 
Violation of Discipline under Acts of Parliament, 


54,027 


58,604 


4,577 




8 




Offences against Morals (Rape, Attempts to Ravish, 
Bigamy, Abortion, &c.), 


31 


51 




62 




Offences affecting Veracity (Perjury), 


3 


11 


8 




73 




Offences against the Lives of Infants and Children, 


19 


20 


1 




5 




Culpable Homicide (S.), or Manslaughter (I.), 


16 


22 


6 


- 


27 1 




Scotch Statistics more favourable than Ulster . 
Murder and Attempts at Murder, and to do grievous 
bodily harm, ..... 


60 


48 


- 


12 


" 


20 
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Criminal 

Statistics. 

Chapter I. 

• Statistics of Crime. 

! in Scotland 
and Ulster com- 



It appears from this table that the total of offences of all kinds in Ulster in 1874 was 
57,976, whilst in a portion of the population of Scotland equal to that of Ulster it was 
in 1873, 71,313. The number in Ulster was thus 13,337, or 19 per cent., less than in 
Scotland. 

The unfavourable feature of the Ulster statistics is in murder and attempts at 
murder and to do grievous bodily harm ; they were 60, as compared with 48 in Scotland, 
or 12 (or 20 per cent.) more. In cases of “ culpable homicide ” (the Scotch term), as 
compared with “ manslaughter ” in Ulster, the Scotch statistics show an excess — 22 cases 
to 16 (or 27 per cent, of excess). In offences against the lives of infants and children 
(exposing, deserting, and concealing pregnancy or birth), the Scotch figure is 20 as 
against 19 in Ulster. The total of offences against human life is 95 in Ulster and only 
90 for Scotch population equal to that of Ulster. 

The crimes against veracity were only 3 in Ulster, as compared with 1 1 in Scotland, 
or 73 per cent. less. The crimes against morals (rape, attempts to ravish, bigamy, and 
abortion,) were only 31 in Ulster, as compared with 82 in Scotland, or 62 per cent, 
less. The offences against property in Ulster were only 3,820, as compared with 12,526 
in Scotland, or 8,706 (or 69 per cent.) less. In Police offences, including riot, assaults, 
and violation of discipline under Acts of Parliament, there were 54,027 in Ulster, as 
compared with 58,604 in Scotland; so that the offences of this class in Ulster were 
4,577, or 8 per cent., less. 

The larger proportion of offences against morals in Scotland (62 per cent.), has 
an important bearing on the policy of maintaining a different law of marriage in 
Scotland from that in other portions of the United Kingdom, after the strong recom- 
mendations of the Marriage Law Commission made some years since on this subject 

The fifth table in the Appendix contains the number of indictable offences committed 
in the year, the number of persons apprehended for them, and the disposal of the persons 
so apprehended. 



* The Scotch figures are obtained from the Scotch Judicial and Criminal Statistics for 1873, by an estimate, 
in which the population of Scotland for the middle of 1873 is taken, as returned by the Registrar-General, at 
3 430 023, and the population of Ulster for the middle of 1874 is estimated from the Census population (1,841,397). 
The Scotch figures in the above table have accordingly been obtained by dividing the total offences returned 
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Pam i. The following is a.summary of the returns with respect to crimes and apprehensions : — 

CriSIISAI, 1 1 1 



Statistics. 

ChapxhbI. Proportion OK Apprehensions to 

Slatulics of Crime. Indictable Offences (not disposed of 

Number of persona 
apprehended for 


RetTi 


C=,.. 


Apprehenslons'to Crimes. 






UK'S!’ 


Wales. 


Wales. 


indictable 

offences. 

January, February, and Marob, 
April, May, and June, 

J uly, August, and September, . 
October, November, and December, . 

Total, .... 


1,671 

1,697 

1,699 

1,695 


[ For coot. 

1,357 81 

1,135 j 71 

1,149 ! 67 

1,234 | 73 


Per ceut. 


Per cent. 


Per cent. 


6,662 


4,875 73 


49 


- 


24 



Character of 
persons proceeded 
against. 



This table shows a very high proportion (73 per cent.) of apprehensions to crimes 
in Ireland; in 1871 the proportion was considered high at 69. 

It also appears how much larger the proportion of persons apprehended to the 
number of crimes committed is in Ireland than in England and Wales, viz. — 73 per 
cent, as compared with 49 per cent. This is what might be expected from the larger 
proportion of Police to population in Ireland, and the more complete system of official 
prosecutions by Stipendiary Magistrates and Sessional and Assize Crown Solicitors. 

The highest proportion noticed in the English statistics for some years was 58, 
in 1863 ; while the proportion in Ireland has, since the compilation of these statistics 
was commenced in 1863, always been very much higher than this. 

In connexion with the criminal classes known to the Police, the most important 
statistics are those which show the character of the persons actually proceeded against, 
whether apprehended for indictable offences or proceeded against summarily. 

The persons proceeded against in Ireland in 1874, classified according to character, 
are compared with the number in England and Wales in 1873 in the following table : — 



Statistics for England and Wales in 1873. 


Ireland in 1874. | 


WaTes'in *873. 


,SS£ 


higher than 
' English. 


Total. 


p x r T 

class to tho 


•4lh 


Total number proceeded against, . 

Deduct persons whose character is unknown, 

Total number whose character is known, . 

Previous good Character, .... 
Habitual Drunkards (not under other heads), 
Prostitutes, 

Suspicious Characters, .... 
Vagrants, Tramps, and others without any visible 
means of subsistence, .... 
Known Thieves, . . . . . 


233,375 

45,544 


"Too- 

20-4 


"Too- 

32-9 


12-5 


T 


187,831 


100- 


100- 1 


- 


- 


160,939 

7,806 

7,165 

6,420 

3,830 

1,671 


85-6 

3-4 

2-0 

1-0 


65-4 

10-3 

5-3 

101 

4-7 

4-2 


61 

1- 5 
6-7 

2- 7 

3- 2 


20-2 



It appeal's from this summary that in Ireland 20'4 per cent, of the persons proceeded 
against were of character unknown to the Police, whilst in England and Wales 32- 9 per 
cent, of those proceeded against were of that class. This arises in part from the much 
higher number of Police in proportion to the population in Ireland than in England and 
Wales, already noticed, and in part from the greater number of foreigners and the 
greater aggregation of the people in cities and towns in England than in Ireland. 

In Ireland 85 '6 per cent, of those proceeded against whose characters were ascertained, 
were of previous good character ; while in England and Wales only 65'4 per cent, were 
of this class. 
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In analyzing the statistics in order more minutely to trace the causes of crime 
that admit of prevention, the following remarkable results are disclosed. 



Past I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



In the case of men proceeded against summarily, if we deduct those whose character Chapter I. 
is unknown and those of previous good character, those of bad character are classed as ' 




From this table it appears that of 14,785 men of bad character proceeded against by 
indictment and summarily, no less than 6,081, or 41 per cent., were habitual drunkards. 
In England and Wales the proportionate number of men of ascertained bad character 
proceeded against in 1873 (21,634) was much greater than the above total for Ireland 
(14,785). The proportionate number of habitual drunkards proceeded against was also 
much greater, reaching as high a number as 7,183. 

These figures indicate the importance of the provisions in the Intoxicating Liquors 
Licensing Act, 1872, extended to Ireland, which impose increased penalties on drunken- 
ness, and of the recommendations of the Select Committee of the House of Commons 
for dealing with cases of habitual drunkards. 




It will be seen from the number of habitual drunkards in this table, that in the case 
of women as well as men, the question of habitual drunkenness is of importance, as they 
form a more numerous class (1,725, or 14 per cent.,) than suspicious persons (1,651), are 
not far from twice as numerous as vagrants (997, or 8 per cent.), and are more than 
three times the number of known thieves (569, or 5 per cent.) The most important 
figure in this table, however, is the number of prostitutes. It appears that of 12,107 
women of ascertained bad character proceeded against in Ireland, no less than 7,165, 
or 59 per cent., were prostitutes. 

In connexion with the discussions as to ’the legislation required for checking the 
physical evils arising from prostitution, these figures, showing the intimate connexion 
between prostitution and crime, suggest the larger question of the moral and social 
results of prostitution. 

D 2 
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CHAPTER II.— MODES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUNISHING CRIME. 



Chatter IE. 
Procedure. 

Difference in 

E rocedure in 
reland and in 
England and 
Wales. 



In Ireland the modes of procedure for punishing crime are a combination of the 
English and Scotch systems, with some special arrangements added which are peculiar 
to Ireland. There is in each county a Sessional Crown Solicitor for criminal cases at 
Quarter Sessions and special cases heard at Petty Sessions or at Inquests, and also a 
Crown Solicitor for Assizes, the same officer sometimes acting for two counties. These 
officers in some degree • correspond to the Procurators-Fiscal, for each Scotch county. 
In the county and city of Dublin there is only one Crown Solicitor for all purposes. 
There is, in addition, a complete system of Coroners for the holding of inquests exactly 
on the model of Coroners’ inquests in England, though in Scotland there are no 
Coroners, the Procurators-Fiscal discharging the duty. In addition to the Crown 
Solicitors, the Police in Ireland (under central control) report specially on all crimes, 
and act as prosecutors. There are in each county, in addition to the Justices of the 
Peace, Stipendiary Magistrates in communication with the central Government, and 
also acting in the collection of evidence in serious cases. 



Proceedings under Since 1870 there are special provisions for the detection and punishment of crime 
Aoi° 1870 8 . 0rVatl0n > n districts specially proclaimed under the second part of the Peace Preservation, 
Ireland, Act, 1870, and the usual return is given in the Police tables. 



The return has relation to districts under the second part of the Act, during the whole 
year, comprising the counties of Mayo, Meath, and Westmeath, parts of the counties of 
Cavan, King’s county, Limerick, Roscommon, and Tipperary. 

The return also shows the districts which have been for some years under the Peace 
Preservation Act of 1856, which makes it obligatory to have licence to carry arms, 
and the provisions of which are incorporated in the first part of the Peace Preservation 
Act, 1870. These districts comprise 26 counties wholly and 5 partially proclaimed, 
and 7 counties of cities or towns wholly proclaimed ; leaving 1 county, Tyrone, and 
1 county of a town, Carrickfergus, entirely exempt from the first part of the Act. 



The character of the proceedings taken in all the districts specially proclaimed at 
the end of the year is shown in the following table : — 





T. 




. . 




1874. 


1873. 


1874. 




p_ „ f „ rmQ „ itW rsp „. 


94 


7 




6 


Warrants issued to search for arms (sec. 10), 




— 














Persons punished for refusing to give evidence (sec. 13), . 
Warrants issuod to search for documents in handwriting of persons 






" 


~ 


Notices issued by Lord Lieutenant revoking licences to carry arms 




5 




“ 


(sec. 19), . . . . . . . 

Persons punished for non-delivery of arms on revocation of licence 




















Persons arrested at night and acquitted on examination (sec. 23), . 


34 


44 




10 


Persons arrested at night and punished (see. 23), 

Public-houses dosed by order of Lord Lieutenant (sec. 24), 
Strangers arrested and discharged without security being required 








20 


95 


15 


94 


“ 


(sec. 25), . . . . - • 

Strangers arrested and committed to gaol in default of security 


“ 
















Strangers arrested and discharged on giving security (sec. 25), 










Warrants issued to detain absconding witnesses (seo. 38), . 


1 


2 


- 


1 


Total Proceedings, ..... 


274 


414 




140 
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The distribution of these offences in the different counties or parts of counties 
specially proclaimed for three years and upwards is shown in the following table 

Number or Pboobedings (under the Pkaoe Preservation Act, 1870,) in 1874, compared with 
those OF 1873. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter II. 
Procedure. 



Districts specially proclaimed under Second Part of Act, 
for three years and upwards. 




1873. 




D “m"‘ Act°iS7a erVa U " > 


Cavan (two baronies and part of third) 

King’s County (parts of five baronies) 

Limerick (part of six baronies), ...... 

Mayo (whole county), 

Meath, „ • 

Roscommon (part of throe baronies), . ...... 

Tipperary, South Riding (uart ol two baronies), . . • 

Westmeath (whole county) 

Total, 


. 11 
11 

122 ' 

57 

5 

7 

- 59 


31 

32 
26 
92 
81 

6 

10 

58 


96 


20 

21 

90 

24 


274 


346 


- 


72 



It appears from this table that of the 8 counties wholly or partly proclaimed under 
the special provisions of the Act in 1874 and 1873, there has been a decrease of pro- 
ceedings under the Act, in 1874 as compared with 1873, of 72— reducing the number 
in Mayo from 92 to 2, in Cavan from 31 to 11, in King’s county from 32 to 11, and 
in Meath from 81 to 57. In Westmeath there was an increase of 1, and in Limerick an 
increase of 96, of which 95 cases were those of closing public-houses by order of the 
Lord Lieutenant. 

The town of Belfast and parts of the counties of Antrim and Down, which were 
specially proclaimed in August and September, 1872, owing to the party riots in Belfast, 
and which showed a marked diminution of proceedings (from 109 in Belfast and Antrim 
and 9 in Down— or 11 8— in part of 1872, to 31 in both counties during the whole of 1873), 

-were entirely released from the special proclamation in 1874, but continue subject to 
the restriction as to the use of arms. 

Returns have been received of the number of inquests held by the Coroner of each Coroner.,’ Inquest*, 
district, whether in his own or other districts, with the verdicts found by the jury. 

The returns further distinguish, in the case of children under seven years of age, the 
legitimate from the illegitimate. 

The returns distinguish the sex of the body on which the inquest was held, and it 
appears that there is a much greater sacrifice of men and boys by violent death than of 
women and girls, the inquests on men and boys being 2,094 as compared with 924 on 
women and girls, and this ditt'erence occurs in every class of verdict. 



Table. 
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Part I. The classification of the inquests according to age of the person on whom the inquest was 

Statistics ^eld 13 s ^ own in the following table, and is compared with the proportion of population 




It appears from this table that the age-periods at which inquests are excessive are 
those of infants (1 year and under) and aged persons (60 years and above). In the 
case of infants the proportion is 7, amongst the aged it is 30, and in both cases it is 
above three times the proportion to be expected, 2 and 9 per cent. 

In, connexion with the question of the effect of illegitimacy as productive of infanticide 
and death amongst children, statistics have been obtained in the case of 31 7 out of the 
above 396 children; 7 years and under, on whom inquests have been held, and the result 
is shown in the following table : — 




In this table the number of verdicts on children where legitimacy or illegitimacy is 
ascertained is compared with the number on the illegitimate, and the excess of inquests 
on illegitimate is shown by calculating the total number that would be held on the 
several classes of children if the total inquests bore the same proportion to those on 
illegitimate children, as the proportion of total births to illegitimate births (100 to 2'9) 
as ascertained by the Registrar-General for Ireland, in his annual Report for 1869. 



It appears that the excess of inquests on illegitimate infants, whether boys or girls, is 
94 per cent. In the case of boys between 1 year and 7 years, the excess is 66 per cent. : 
in the case of girls of those ages the excess is only 31 per cent. 



* The proportions for this column are estimated from the latest published proportions of the population of 
the various agos, in the Report of the Census Commissioners, in which the age periods are different from those 
in this table. 
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In the following table Coroners’ inquests in Ireland in 1874 are compared with those 1’““' I- 

• T-. , 1 , ™ , Grim IS a i. 

in England and Wales m 1873 : — Statistics 




The leading characteristic of the] comparisons in this table is, that the entire 
number of inquests in Ireland was 3,018, being 2,988, or 50 per cent., less than 6,006, 
the corresponding number in England and Wales. If we deduct the verdicts of death 
from causesnot specified in the returns, and the verdicts of found dead, the English 
excess is caused mainly by two causes — by the great,excess of accidental deaths, 2,564, as 
compared with the Irish number, 978 (arising from the greater density of town popula- 
tion and greater use of railways and machinery), and by the great excess of suicides, 
647, as compared with the Irish number, 440. 



The most unfavourable features of these statistics, as regards Ireland, are in the 
number of deaths from excessive drinking, 130, as compared with the proportionate 
English number of 95 ; in deaths from want, cold, and exposure, 92 in Ireland, as com- 
pared with the English number, 69 ; and in murders other than infanticide, 32, as com- 
pared with the English number, 19. 



After the statistics of Coroners’ inquests, the statistics relating to the apprehension, The apprehension, 
trial, and punishment of criminals, come to be treated. trial, and punish- 



With regard to persons dealt with summarily, the Police tables give complete infor- 
mation as to the number apprehended, the number punished, and the nature of the 
punishment. But in the case of persons proceeded against by indictment, the Police 
supply only the number apprehended and the disposal of them prior to trial. With 
regard to the number actually tried, or discharged for want of evidence or otherwise, 
the number acquitted on trial or punished, and the nature of the penalty, statistics have 
been made up, as in former years, from returns by the Local Inspectors of Gaols for 
each county, compiled from the records of the Clerks of the Crown and of the Peace. 
As, in the first place, the apprehension often takes place a considerable time after the 
commission of the crime, and as, in the second place, the trial sometimes does not occur 
in the same year as the apprehension, the statistics as to trials necessarily do not agree 
in any one year with the Police accounts of persons sent on for trial, although in a 
series of years there is a substantial agreement between the two classes of returns. 

As in the previous chapter, persons proceeded against are divided into two classes — 
those dealt with by indictment at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter 
Sessions, and those dealt with summarily by Magistrates. 
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Past I. The following summary shows the number of persons apprehended by the Police for 

indictable offences in Ireland in 1874, with the manner of their disposal before trial,. 




The larger proportion of those discharged for want of prosecution in Ireland, 7 per 
cent, of men and 18 per cent, of women, as compared with 6 per cent, of men and 
10 per cent, of women in England and Wales, arises from the system of public prosecu- 
tions under the direction of the Attorney-General in Ireland. In Scotland in 1870 
14 per cent, of men and women taken together were discharged without being 
tried, and 11 of the 14 per cent, by the Lord Advocate, who occupies a position m 
Scotland as to prosecutions somewhat similar to that occupied by the Attorney-General 
in Ireland. 



The proportion discharged for want of evidence in England and Wales, 22 and 27 
per cent., is larger than the proportions of 13 and 18 per cent, in Ireland; the differ- 
ence being, no doubt, caused by the prosecutions conducted by private parties, as in 
England, failing oftener from want of evidence than when conducted by public prose- 
cutors, as in Ireland. 

The great difference in the proportion of those bailed for trial, 39 per cent, of 
men and 20 per cent, of women, in Ireland, as compared with 7 per cent, of men 
and 5 per cent, of women in England and Wales, with a corresponding difference 
in the opposite direction in the number committed for trial, indicates very clearly the 
less serious character in Ireland than in England and Wales of the crimes for which, 
or the more doubtful character of the evidence on which, parties are made amenable to 
the Superior Courts. 



[Tablh. 
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In the following table the number and disposal of persons proceeded against by Pabt I. 

indictment in the two countries are compared : — Cbqunai 

Statistic: 




The total returned as tried in this table, does not necessarily agree with those returned 
by the Police as bailed or committed for trial; for in all cases of persons committed or 
bailed for trial in the last half of the year in the case of Assizes, and the last quarter of 
the year in the case of Quarter Sessions, the trial takes place in a subsequent year to the 
committal ; again, where persons die in prison, or do not attend in discharge of their 
bail, whilst they would be committed or bailed for trial, they would never be actually 
tried. 



The proportion of acquittals in Ireland, 30'7 per cent., is large as compared with 1 
the 21 4 per cent, in England and Wales ; but it appears from the following table, that c 
this is above the average of acquittals for Ireland since 1865, which was 26 '3. The 
minimum, in 1870, was only 22-8, nearly corresponding with the proportional number ii 
England and Wales. 

At the Court of Assizes in France in 1872 the acquittals were 23 - 7 per cent. 

With regard to persons actually tried by indictment at Assizes, Dublin Commission g 0I j v j 0t j 0Ilg 
Court, and Quarter Sessions, the following table sets forth the numbers for a series of Franco. 



years, and shows also the results of the trial : — 




Convictions and 
acquittals for a 
series of years. 



The result of proceedings before Grand Juries in criminal cases is shown by the Disposal of Bills 
returns of the Clerks of the Crown and Peace. The difference between the number, Grand Juries ^ 
3,438, actually tried, and 4,130 returned by them as for trial in Superior Criminal Courts, 
is 692, and the grounds of discharge of these is thus accounted for by them : — 

No bill found by Grand Jury, .... 331 

No prosecution, ..... 322 

Bailed and not tried, . .... 39 

• Total, . . . .692 

E 
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Pabt I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Court for con- 
Orown cases 



Sentences com- 
pared with 
preceding years 
in Ireland, in 
England and 
Wales, and in 
Franco. 



These figures indicate the function discharged by Grand Juries in stopping prosecu- 
tions, to the extent of 8 per cent, of the persons for trial. In England and Wales the 
number of persons against whom no bills were found was 4'7 per cent, of the persons 
for trial. 

In the Court for the consideration of Crown cases reserved, constituted by Stat. 11 & 12' 
Vic., c. 78, corresponding to the Court for Criminal Appeal in England, there were 5 
cases before the Court in 1874, including 1 only partly heard in 1873. In 2 the 
conviction was affirmed, and in 3 cases reversed. 

In the following table the sentences passed on those convicted in 1874 are shown in 
detail, and in comparison with the sentences on the average of the five preceding 
years : — 



Death, .... 

Penal Servitude : — 

For life, 

Above 15 years, . 

For 15 and above 10 years, 
For 10 and above 6 years, 
For 6 years and under, 



Imprisonment : — 

Above 3 years, 

For 3 and above 2 years, 

For 2 years and above 1 year, 

For 1 year and above 6 months, 

For 6 months and under, 

Whipping, fined, or discharged, 

Sentence respited and Pardon, 

Totals, . 

Sent to Reformatory or Industrial Schools, 



S9-lS?3. 



1869— N?73. 



It thus appears that 2,367 persons were punished for serious offences in 1874; the 
remaining 1 5 included in 2,382 on preceding page as convicted, were detained as insane. 
The 49 sent to reformatory or industrial schools are classified in the table according 
to the gaol punishments, and then appended separately as of importance in connexion 
with the reformatory system tor juvenile criminals. 

In England and Wales a different method of classification is pursued. Those sent to 
reformatories are not included in the detail classification for the preliminary sentence 
which they receive. The average total, 2,781, includes the average number of 48 so sent 
as a distinct class. 

It appears from the above table that the number punished for serious offences in 
! Ireland (2,367) is less than the average (2,633) for five years ended 1873, and much 
less than the corresponding English average (2,781) for the same five years. 

The excess in the English average is in the heavier classes of punishment. Thus, the 
numbers sentenced to imprisonment for six months and under was, in Ireland, 1,306, 
the English average, 1,326, showing only a slight excess in the English number. But in. 
the sentences for one year and above six months, the English number was 696, more 
than double the Irish, 309. In sentences for two years and above one, the E nglish 
number, 270, is still more in excess, being above three times the Irish number, 78. 

_* Forced labour, not perpetual, and reclusion. 
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In penal servitude, the English number (384) is largely in excess of the Irish number 
(213). The Irish number is below the French proportional figure for population of 
Ireland — 263 sentenced to forced labour or reclusion. 

The number of Irish sentences of death in 1874 (3), which is the same as the average 
of the previous five years in Ireland, is still less than (4) the average of five years ended 
1873 in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

It is, too, below the proportion to be expected in Ireland (4£) from the number of 
sentences to death in France in 1872. 

That this larger amount of sentences of death in France than in Ireland does not 
arise from executions there being adopted in cases where penal servitude for life would 
be adopted in Ireland, is shown by other figures in the table ; the sentences of 
imprisonment for life in France giving a proportional figure of 22 for a population 
equal to that of Ireland, while the Irish figure is 0 in 1874 and 1J- on an average of the 
preceding five years. 

There were 3 persons sentenced to death in Ireland in 1874, of whom none were 
executed, the sentence having been commuted as stated below : — 

Antrim. — J ane Mills — murder of her child — commuted to 7 years’ penal servitude. 
Londonderry. — David Drifles — poisoning his wife — penal servitude for 20 years. 
Tipperary. — Ellen Davy — murder of her illegitimate female child — penal servitude 
for 20 years. 



Criminal 

Statistics. 

Charter II. 

Irish and French 
sentences of death 
and of imprison- 
ment for life 



Particulars of 
cases of persons 
sentenced to 
death. 



The cases in which persons charged with murder were found insane were : — 

Cork county. — John Higgins — killing an old woman. 

Dublin city. — S. Morley — throwing a child overboard on journey from Liverpool to 
Dublin. 

Meath. — Patrick Duffy — murder of his brother, John Duffy. 



The following table shows the number of persons proceeded against summarily, with Convictions and 
-the number discharged and the number convicted, in Ireland, in 1874, as compared '’eisons^roceedod 
with 1873 : against sum- 



Persons proceeded against. 


Totalof 


1874. 


1873. 


Prop 


ortion per 


cent, to '1 


’otal. 


M 


Women 


y 


and Girls. 




d Boys. 


Women i 


md Girls. 


1874. 


1873. 


1874. 


1873. 


Number proceeded against, 


228,501 


189,951 


38,550 


185,966 


37,877 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 


Number convicted, 


193,063 


163,142 


29,921 


161,095 


30,-133 


85-9 


86-6 


77-6 


79-5 


Number discharged, . 


35,438 


26,809 


8,629 


24,871 j 


7,744 


14-1 


13-4 


22-4 


20-5 



From this table it appears that of 189,951 men and boys proceeded against, 26,809 
or 14-1 per cent, were discharged and 85'9 per cent, convicted ; and of 38,550 women 
and girls proceeded against, 8,629 or 22' 4 per cent, were discharged, and only 7 7’6 per 
cent, convicted. 

In the criminal statistics of preceding years the statistics showed a complete distinc- 
tion as to sex up to the proceedings of persons sent. for trial. In the forms since 1872, 
this distinction has been extended to the results of the trial, so as to allow of a 
comparison of the mode in which the sexes are dealt with at trial and in subsequent 
punishments. 

E 2 
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Disposal op Persons for Trial. 



Total number of persor 



Distribution of total tried, 



: — Sentenced to imprisonmei 
Sentenced to penal servit 
Found insane, 

Detained after acquittal 
sanity, . 

Sentenced to death, 



ground of 



The statistics for 1374 showed a slightly larger proportion of men than of women 
prosecuted on unsatisfactory evidence, only 7'1 per cent, of the cases of the prosecution 
of women and girls having been stopped by Grand Juries for insufficient evidence, 
while no less than 8'3 per cent, were stopped in the case of men and boys. In the 
sentences, the proportion of women sentenced to penal servitude, 9’ 9 per cent., is very 
much greater than the proportion of men, 5-6. 



Punishments fur 
offences deter- 
mined summarily 
of men and boys, 
compared with 
those of women 
and girls. 




In the following table, the punishments inflicted summarily 
i women and girls are set out for comparison : — 



convicted, 



Punishmcn 
To find sui 
Delivered 
Whipped, 



Number' 



„ 1 month and above 14 days, . 

„ 2 months and above 1 month, . 

3 months and above 2 months, 
To Industrial Schools, . 

To Gaol, 6 months and above 3 months, 
To Reformatory Schools, . • 

Gaol, above 6 months, . • • 



This table indicates a much larger proportion of commitments, as compared with 
minor punishments, amongst women than amongst men, the former being 21-6 per 
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cent, and the latter only 7 - 3 per cent., showing a disparity of 14 ’3 per cent. The 
number fined present an opposite contrast, the men fined being 847 per cent, of the 
persons convicted and the women only 60'8-per cent. 



Pars I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter II. 



These great differences arise partly from the offences of this class being to a large extent ’ “ — 

violations of Roads Act, Hackney Carriage Acts, and Nuisance Acts, matters of mere 
discipline, which men from their employment are more likely to commit than women, and ra j ne d summarily 
for which fines are either the only or the suitable punishment. Again, amongst the classes “p“ r “ j wiflf 
prosecuted for offences for which summary convictions take place, men are generally those of women 
better able to pay fines than women, and so more likely to escape imprisonment. aud gir 8- 




The most remarkable feature in this table is the extent to which fines are resorted to 
as a punishment in Ireland. The number of fines imposed in an equal population is 
85,533 in excess in Ireland, the English proportionate number being only 70,796, whilst 
the Irish number of cases where fines were imposed was 156,329. 
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CHAPTER III.- -CRIMINALS AND OTHERS IN CONFINEMENT 
AND KNOWN CRIMINALS AT LARGE. 

The statistics of persons in confinement include — in addition to actual criminals — 
Criminal i im. in P ersons accused of crime, debtors, children detained in industrial schools to prevent 
Confinement and their falling into crime, and lunatics who show an intent to commit a crime and are 

1 dangerous. They do not include idiots or lunatics detained by order of the Lord 

Chancellor, or upon medical certificate for the purpose of cure, 
course of 1874. The number of admissions into the various places of confinement in the course of 
1874 is shown in the following table : — 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter HI. 



Admissions to Places of Detention in 1874. 


and Boys. 


and Girls. 


- 


Per 


Total in all Ireland, . 


31,649 


16,620 


48,269 


100- 




24,569 


14,001 


38,570 


800 




5,693 


1,442 


7,135 


14-8 


Into Lunatic Asylums (as criminals or dangerous), . 


698 


465 


1,163 


2-4 




283- 


569 


852 


1-7 


Into Reformatory Schools, .... 


234 


65 


299 


0-6 


Into Convict Prisons, .... 


172- 


78 







The number of admissions to gaols and bridewells, compared with the number of 
persons in custody at the end of the year, shows that the commitments are for short 
periods. 

From this table it appears that there were 48,281 admissions into places of confine- 
ment in all Ireland in the course of 1874. But, as the children received into reforma- 
tories, and some of the lunatics received into asylums, were previously confined in bride- 
wells and gaols, and are simply transferred therefrom to those places, these admissions 
do not represent so many separate commitments. Much less do they represent distinct 
individuals, as the same person is often the subject of several committals to gaols and 
bridewells in the course of one year. The. figures of the table indicate the relative 
importance with regard to commitments considered simply numerically, of the different 
places of confinement. 

Person 8 in dcten- The distribution of the persons in confinement, among ' the different places of 



detention, is shown in the following table : — 



Criminals, &c., under Detention at end of 1874. 


an^Boys. 


■is:. 


- 




Total in all Ireland, .... 


7,733 


5,700 


13,433 


100- 




1,666 


2,903 


4,569 


340 


In Lunatic Asylums (as criminals or dangorous), . 


2,429 






30-1 






667 








852 






8-4 












In Bridewells, ..... 


56 






0-5 



It appears from this table that at the close of the year 1874 there were 13,433 
persons in the different places of confinement in all Ireland, either for prevention or for 
punishment, and that the persons in confinement who have been detained to prevent 
them from falling into crime rather than as punishment, without considering the juvenile 
criminals in reformatories as belonging to this class, amounted to 8,610, (viz., 4,569 
children in industrial schools, and 4,041 lunatics,) or considerably more than half of 
the entire number in confinement. 
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The county and town gaols included in these tables are 38 in number. They are not *' ABT 1. 
divided into county, borough and liberty prisons, as in England and Wales. Only 4 of Statistics. 
the 33 boroughs in Ireland have distinct gaols, viz. : — Dublin, which has 2 ; Cork, ^ u ^7nr 
Limerick, and Drogheda, which have 1 each. There are 2 county gaols in Tipperary, &: ' t in 

1 at Nenagh and 1 at Clonmel, for the North and South Ridings respectively. Only 5 Confinement and 

boroughs, with gaols in common with adjoining county, have distinct taxation for gaols, < wyfc 
viz. : — Belfast, Carrickfergus, Galway, Kilkenny, and Waterford. Gaols. 

The total number of commitments of all kinds to county and town gaols in 1874 was Nnmberofcom- 
38,580. 




Men and Boys, .... 24,569 21,107 3,462 - 

Women and Girls, . . . 14,001 12,697 1,304 

Total, . . . 38,570 33,804 4,766 

This table shows a marked increase in the number of commitments of both men and 
women in 1874, following an increase of 3,377 in 1873. The total number, 38,570, is 
very large compared with 32,870, the number in 1864. 

The number of commitments to gaols in Ireland during 1874, classified according to Grounds of com- 
grounds of commitment, with the proportion per cent, of each class to the total commit- mitment to 8 a0 ' B- 
ments, as compared with the proportion per cent, of the similar classes in England and 
Wales in 1873, is shown in the following summary : — 











'Proportion per cent. 






Men and 


Women 


Men an 


d Boys. Women a 


nd Girls. 










*S!f- 


“"d^raias, W 


England 

1873. 


Total 


38,570 


24,569 


14,001 


100- 


100- 100- 


100- 


On summary convictions, . . . 

Por trial, and tried at Assises and Sessions, 
Remanded and discharged, . 

Por want of sureties, .... 
Por Military and Naval offences, . 

For debt and on civil process, 

Under Lord Lieutenant’s Warrant, 


31,822 

2,765 

2,560 

611 

722 

90 


19,215 

2,148 

2,018 

381 

722 

85 


12,607 

617 

542 

230 


78-5 

8-8 

1- 5 

2- 9 
0-3 


73-3 90-0 

8-7 4 ’4 

7'0 3-9 

1- 9 1-7 

2- 6 
5-4 


84-1 

6-5 

6’4 

1-8. 

0-6- 



Upon this table it is to be observed, that in both countries the commitments 
arise mainly from summary convictions, which in Ireland amount to 90 per cent, in the 
case of women and girls, and 78 ‘3 in the case of men and boys. The differences between 
the two countries are as follow : — The proportion of men and boys summarily convicted, 
or committed for trial, or convicted at Assizes and Quarter Sessions, of those remanded 
and discharged, and of those committed for military and naval offences, is greater in 
Ireland than in England and Wales ; and the proportion of men and boys committed 
for debt and on civil process, and for want of sureties, is greater in England and Wales 
than in Ireland; whilst in the case of women and girls, the proportion highest in 
Ireland is in those convicted summarily, and in all the other classes of commitments 
the proportions in England and Wales are highest. 

In the gaol statistics for 1874, the distinction between ordinary criminals, on the one 
hand, and persons committed for debt or on civil process, or for military and naval 
offences, on the other, is uniformly carried out. Of the latter classes there were com- 
mitted in 1874 : — ^ ^ 

Military and Naval Offences, . . . 722 - 722 

Debt and Civil Process, .... 85 5 90 

Total, ... 807 5 812 
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Pa*t I. 
Ckimisal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 
Criminals , <fcc., in 
Confinement and 



Deducting these from the total commitments, we get the number of commitments of 
ordinary criminals in the year : — 

Men and Boys, . . . , . 23,762 

Women and Girls, ..... 13,996 

Total, ..... 37,758 

With regard to these ordinary criminals, the tables set forth, for each gaol, the age and 
sex, the birthplace, the degree of instruction and the occupation, the number remanded 
and discharged, and of all others the number who had, and the number who had not, 
been previously committed to any prison. The new column added in 1871 shows the 
number of persons, other than those remanded and discharged, who, when previously 
convicted, had received a sentence of transportation or penal servitude. 



In setting forth the number of commitments, persons who were remanded and dis- 
charged as presumably innocent, may be assumed to form a small, if any, part in the 
number of re-commitments. Of this latter class, there were, in 1874— 

Men and Boys, ..... 2,018 

Women arid Girls, .... 542 



Total, 



The number of commitments of ordinary criminals other than those remanded and 
discharged is, accordingly — 

Men and Boys, ..... 21,744 
Women and Girls, .... 13,454 

Total, 35,198 

Of these, it may be estimated that 14,288, or about 41 per cent., were never previously 
in prison, and 20,910, or about 59 per cent., had been previously committed with more 
or less frequency ; showing at once that the greater number of the commitments was 
of habitual criminals, including amongst this number some who had, of course, become 
so during the year. 

Ro-commitmonts. In consequence of this characteristic, it becomes important to trace the degree of 
frequency of the re-commitments, and this is done in the following table : — 




The frequency of re-commitments is shown in a marked manner by this table. A 
large proportion of the re-commitments of men (20 per cent.) were cases which had been 
preceded by 10 or more commitments, and 37 per cent, were of men who had been 
previously committed 5 times or upwards. Amongst the women, the proportions are 
more remarkable : .36 per cent, of the re commitments amongst them were of women 
who had previously been committed upwards of 10 times, and 60 per cent, were of 
women who had been previously committed 5 times or upwards. 
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The results indicate very plainly that some further legislation is required in dealing PaI(T I- 

with habitual criminals, especially in the case of women committed above 10 times. Criminal 
1 J . Statistics. 

Such cases appear fitted for an extension to adults of the habitual criminal class, of the 
Reformatory system, which has been so successfully applied to young persons. 

The statistics of commitments of persons not previously committed to any prison, ' Confinementand 
afford the best gaol test of the amount of fresh crime in the year. In these figures at far 7 g - 
each commitment indicates a distinct criminal. Gaols. 

The following table shows the number of persons estimated as having been committed Firs' 
to gaols for the first time in 1874, compared with those of the same class in 1873 : — 



Chapter III. 



ts to gaols. 









Actual E 


Inference. 


Difference 


i percent. 






1873. 


Number in 


leslMhan in 


Number in 

1 T 4 


lM 'l87C m 


Total, 


11,288 


13,082 




1,206 


- 


rti r 


Hen and Boys, 


11,150 


9,392 




1,758 


- 


16 


Women and Gills, . 


3,138 


3,690 


552 









Considered as an index of the amount of fresh crime within the year, the figures of 
1874, as to men, contrast unfavourably with those of 1873. There were no less than 
1,758, or 16 per cent., more first committals of men to gaols in 1874 than in 1873. On 
the other hand, there was a decrease of 550, or 18 per cent., in the number of women 
committed for the first time. 

The column already referred to, showing among the re-commitments the number Number of Con- 
of persons who when previously convicted had received a sentence of transportation or ^-commitments iu 
penal servitude, throws light upon the repressive efficacy of those punishments. There ^ r ® 1 ] nd (1 anJ (1 in 
were 118 men and 94 women of this convict class in the Irish re-commitments; whilst Wales, 
in an equal population in England and Wales there were 186 men and 55 women 
convicts amongst the re-commitments. 

In the following statistics relating to ordinary criminals committed to gaol in 1874, 
the persons who were remanded and discharged are included ; and a comparison, under 
each head of information, is instituted between the English and the Irish figures. 

The following summary shows the age and sex of the persons (other than debtors and Ages of prisoners 
persons charged with military and naval offences) committed to the different county ingaols ' 
and county of city or of town gaols in Ireland in 1874, together with the proportion 
per cent, of each sex at the different age-periods to the total number of each sex, as 
compared with the corresponding proportionate numbers in England and Wales in 
1872-73:— 













Proportio 


per cont. 






Total of 


Men 


Women 


Men and Boys. 


Women 


nd Girls. 












“l87M3."’ 




and Vales, 


Total, 


37,758 


23,762 


13,996 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 


Under 12 years, 

12 years and under 16, . 

16 years and under 21, ... 

21 years and under 30, ... 

30 years and under 40, ... 

40 years and under 50, 

50 years and under 60, ... 

Above 60 years, 

Age not ascertained, .... 


130 

1,074 

6,262 

14,812 

8,681 

3,630 

2,017 

1,061 

91 


116 

923 

4,717 

8,874 

4,829 

2,352 

1,239 

633 

79 


14 

151 

1,545 

5,938 

3,852 

1,278 

778 

428 

12 


0-5 

3-9 

20-0 

37-2 

20-2 

100 

5-2 

2-7 

03 


1-3 

6-2 

18-5 

30-5 

20-3 

12:4 

6-7 

0-2 


o-l 
11 
110 
42-5 
27 -5 
9-1 
5-6 
30 
01 


0-2 

2- 5 

14- 8 
31 0 
25-6 

15- 5 
6-7 

3- 6 
01 



F 
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It appeal's that the Irish proportion is in excess of the English between 21 and 30 — 
Statistics ‘ n men as 3 '^' 2 P er cent - to 30'5 P er cent., and in women as 42'5 per cent, is to 31'0 
Chapter hi P er Gen *- the case of girls between 16 and 21, the English proportion is in excess 
Criminals &c. in °f the Irish as 14 '8 per cent, is to ll'O per cent. 
atJarae' Unl "" d The birthplace of the ordinary criminals confined in the different county and county 
of city and of town gaols in Ireland in 1874, together with the proportion per cent, of 
those bom in each country to the total, as compared with the corresponding proportions 
in England and Wales for 1872-73, will be seen in the following table : — 



Gaols. 

Birthplace of 
prisoners. 













Proportio 


per cent. 






Total of 


Mon 


Woman 


Men and Boys. 


Women 


nd Girls. 




toUSoavo. 


,1 OJO. 


I Girls, 




England 


Tr.I.n.l 














WHl' 




Total, 


37,758 


23,762 


13,996 


100- 


100- 


100- 


100- 




36,697 


22,920 


13,777 


96-6 


11-5 


98'4 


20-4 




563 


451 


112 


1-5 


840 


0-8 


75'4‘ 






22 


33 


o-i 


1-6 


0-2 


0-7 


Scotland 


202 


180 


22 


0-5 


2-0 


0-3 


2-8 




193 


154 




0-5 


0-5 


0-2 


0-3 


Colonies and East Indies, 


48 


35 


13 


0-1 


04 


01 


0'4 



These figures show that of the ordinary criminals there was only 1'6 per cent, of 
women and girls, and only 3 '4 per cent, of men and boys not of Irish birth in Irish gaols 
■in 1874, whilst in England and Wales in 1872-73 there were 24 '6 per cent, of women 
and girls and 16 - 0 per cent, of men and boys in English prisons not born in England 
and Wales, and of these strangers no less than 20 '4 per cent, of the women and girls 
and 11-5 per cent, of the men and boys were of Irish birth. 



Different distribu- 
tion of the sexes of 
persons of Irish 
birth in the more 
criminal parts of 
England and 
Wales. 



Degree ol instruc- 
tion of prisoners. 



This difference of proportion arises, in part at least, from the different distribution 
of the sexes of Irish birth in the more or less criminal districts in England and Wales. 
The women exceed the men of Irish birth in England and Wales by 2,589, and in Lanca- 
shire and Cheshire by 15,484, and in London by 10,278. Lancashire, however, contains 
some of the most criminal parts of England and Wales. The criminality of Manchester 
reaches 178 in the 10,000, while that of all England is only 30 in the 10,000 of the ages 
to which persons of Irish birth appear from the Census to belong. For offences disposed 
of summarily, Liverpool reaches 1,343 in the 10,000, as compared with 389 in the 10,000 
of such ages in England and Wales. London, again, is unfavourably above average fox- 
crime, both in indictable offences and in offences disposed of summarily. 



The following summary gives the degree of instruction of ordinary criminals in 
gaols in Ireland in 1874, with the English proportionate number for 1872-73 for 
comparison : — 













Proportio. 


a per cent. 






Total of 


Mon 


Women 


| Mon and Boys. 


Women a. 


ad Girls. 










Mand, 


England 

1872-73. S ’ 


Ireland, 

1874. 


a.M°$Mes, 

1872-73. 


Total, 


37,758 1 


23,762 


13,996 


100- 


100' 


100' 


100- 


Neither read nor write, 

Read and write well, .... 
Read, or read and write imperfectly, 
Instruction not ascertained, . 

Superior instruction, .... 


16,554 
13,282 
7,561 | 
182 
179 1 


8,897 : 
10,210 | 
4,331 
163 
161 


7,657 

3,072 

3,230 

19 

18 


37-4 ; 
43'0 
18-2 
0-7 ! 
0-7 ' 


31-3 

3-8 

64-4 

0'3 

0-2 


54-8 

21-9 

23-1 

0-1 

0-1 


38-2 

1-0 

60‘2 

0-6 



It appears from this table that of the ordinary criminals committed to Irish gaols in 
1874, a large proportion were wholly uneducated. Of the men and boys 37'4 could 
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neither read nor write, the proportion in England of this class in 1872-73 being con- 
siderably lower, viz., 31 "3. The difference in the numbers of those who could read and 
write well in the two countries is striking — in Ireland the proportion of this class to 
the total number of men committed being 43 '0 per cent., while in England and Wales 
it was only 3'8. There is also a marked difference, of an opposite kind, in the numbers 
of those who received an imperfect education. In England and Wales 64 -4 per cent, of 
the men and boys could read or read and write imperfectly ; in Ireland only 18‘2 per 
cent, were of this class. 



Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 

Chapter III. 

Criminals, fyc., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 



Gaols. 



In the case of women and girls, it appears that in Ireland the largest proportion — 
more than a half (54-8 per cent.) — were wholly uneducated ; while in England and Wales 
only 38-2 per cent, were wholly ignorant. There is a similar striking contrast between 
the two countries in the case of women and girls who could read and write well as 
appeared in the corresponding class of men and boys. In Ireland 21 -9 per cent, of the 
women and girls were of this class, while in England and Wales only 1'0 of the women 
and girls could read and write well. It thus appears that in both countries a very large 
proportion of the criminals committed to gaols are wholly ignorant. This is especially 
true of the women and girls committed to Irish gaols. 

The Irish National School system seems to be successful for the class that falls 
within its reach ; but the want of compulsory education leaves a considerable substratum 
not reached by the Irish National system, allowing a wholly ignorant class to grow up 
who form such a large proportion of those committed to prison. 



In the following table the various occupations of the ordinary criminals in the gaols Occupation of 
of the two countries are set forth : — prisoners m gaols. 




It will be observed that more than half the men and boys committed to gaols as 
ordinary criminals in both countries are labourers — the proportion in Ireland in 1874 
being 53'2, and in England and Wales in 1872-73 55 - 0 per cent. It will also be observed, 
that in Ireland nearly three-fourths of the women in the gaols, and in England nearly 
half, are either prostitutes or else returned as having no occupation. No less than 
32 -5 per cent, are of the former class in Ireland, and 40'9 of the latter; whilst in 
England and Wales the proportions are 18'9 prostitutes and 29'6 of no occupation. 

It appears, too, from the above figures, that the proportional number of men 
employed as domestic servants is larger amongst prisoners in Ireland than in England 
and Wales, while the reverse is the case with regard to women. servants; the English 
proportion of women servants is to be borne in mind, as arising from the tax on men 
servants in England, and the greater proportion of female servants in consequence. 

F 2 
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Past I. 

Criminal 

Statistics. 



The following summary shows the number of prisoners detained in gaols in Ireland 
during 1874, the number removed, discharged, or otherwise disposed of, and the 
number in custody at the close of the year ; with the corresponding information for 
England and Wales in 1872-73, for comparison : — 



Confinement and 
at large. 




Number 


Actual D: 


ifferenca. 


Difference 


percent. 


Total number in Prisoners in Gaols. 

confinement 

. 


11)74. 

Total. 


r ■% 

to that of 


Irish 


English 


English 

Number. 


Number 

Number. 




41,187 


41,355 


168 




S o 


Percent. 




2,617 


3,949 


1,332 


_ 








38,570 


37,406 




1,164 






Disposed of in year, 


38,669* 


37,338 




1,331 






Kemaining at close of year, .... 


2,518 













In this summary it appears that while there is a larger number committed in Ireland 
during the year (38,570) than in a corresponding portion of the population of England 
and Wales (37,406) by 1,164, or 3 per cent., the number under detention at the end 
of the year is only 2,518 as compared with 4,017 for the English proportionate number, 
showing 1,499, or 37 per cent. less. As the total number under detention in both 
countries is as nearly as possible equal, this difference indicates shorter punishments in 
Ireland than in England and Wales, corresponding with the statistics of punishments 
and of minor and serious offences already referred to. 



Capacity of gaols. The following summary shows the number of persons the gaols in Ireland are 
constructed to contain, the greatest number confined at one time in 1874, and the daily 
average number in the year 1874, with corresponding information for England and 
Wales proportioned to population, for comparison : — 











Sis:. 


Actual E 


inference. 


Difference 


per cent. 


Capacity of Gaols and Number 

in Confinement at one Time. 


Men and 


and Girls. 


Total 


portion of the 

iggf 


English pro- 


English pro- 


numlwrlessj 


number. 


Numbor of separate sleeping 


3,691 


1,505 


5,196 


6,152 


956 




Per cent. | 
16 




Greatest number of prisoners 


2,848 


Qflf. 


3,847 


4,902 


1,055 




22 


_ 


Daily average number of 
prisoners in the year, 


2,016 


774 


2,790 


4,018 


1 1,228 


- 


31 





From this summary it appears that the gaol accommodation in England and Wales 
is larger than in Ireland, the excess for a portion of the population equal to that 
of Ireland being no less than 956 separate cells, or 16 per cent., compared with the 
Irish number. It also appears that the daily average number of prisoners out of a 
portion of the population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland is 4,018 against 
2,790 in Ireland, or an excess of 31 per cent., indicating the less serious sentences, and, 
consequently, the less serious character of crime in Ireland, made the subject of punish- 
ment by imprisonment. 



* The figure in the table in the Appendix, 38,676, includes some 7 accounted for amongst those received from 
other gaols, but not in those sent to other gaols. 
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The following summary shows the punishments for prison offences in the different PiRT I- 
gaols in Ireland in 1874, with the corresponding figures for English prisons in 1872-73 : Statistics. 





Ireland, 1874. 


Proportion of 

and Wales in 
1872-73 in 

daily average 


Actual Difference. 


Chapter III. 

Criminals, t be., i 


“ 




aS*. 


English. 


SK 


English. 


K allar '^ 

English ^ ^ — — 

thnnTn Gaol punishments. 


Total number of Punishments, 

Stoppage of diet, and Punish- 
ments other than the following, 
Solitary or dark cells, 

Irons and handcuffs, . 

Whipping, .... 


5,487 


817 


6,304 j 


8,520 


2,216 




PcrceuL 


Percent. 


3,333 

2,139 

15 


580 

236 


3,913 

2,375 

16 

" 


6,070 

2,413 

10 

27 


2,157 

38 

27 


6 


35 

100 


37 



From this table it appears that the prisoners in Irish prisons are much less prone 
to violate the laws of prison discipline than those in English prisons. Thus, in Ireland 
there were 2,216, or 26 per cent., fewer cases of punishment for prison offences in 1874 
than in a corresponding number of prisoners in England and Wales in 1872-73. The 
cases of confinement in solitary or dark cells were 2 per cent, less frequent ; cases of 
stoppage of diet and other punishments were 35 per cent, less frequent, and cases of 
whipping 100 per cent, less frequent in Irish than in English prisons. On the other 
hand, the cases of punishment by irons and handcuffs were 37 per cent, more frequent 
in Irish than in English prisons. 



The following summary shows the number of cases of sickness and death in Irish Sanitary condi- 
gaols in 1874, and the number of like cases for England and Wales in 1872—73 amongst tl0n ’ 
an average number of prisoners equal to the Irish daily average : 



Cases or Sickness and Death. 


Ireland, 1874. 


teases of 
Sickness or 

wswsr 

daily average 


Actual Difference. 




Mon and 
Boys. 


sst. 


Total. 


Cases of 
Sickness or 

in English. 


English 


Sickness or 
in English. 


S Drathin° r 


Total cases of Sickness and 
Death, .... 

Cases of Sickness, 

Slight indisposition, . 
Infirmary cases, 
Insanity, 

Deaths, 

Greatest Number sick at 


13,647 


10,795 


24,442 


13,374 


- 


11,068 


Percent. 


Per cent. 

45 


13,635 


10,789 


24,424 


13,342 


- 


11,082 


- 


45 


12,504 
’ 43 


10,031 

742 

16 


22,535 
’ 59 


12,725 

593 

24 


“ 


9,810 

1,237 

35 


I 


43 

59 


12 


6 


18 1 


32 


H 


- 


44 


- 


247 


156 


403 1 


278 


- 


125 


- 


31 



It appears from this table that the proportion of deaths in English prisons is 44 per 
cent, greater than in Irish prisons, whilst the cases of sickness are against Ireland in 
the proportion of no less than 45 per cent. The infirmary cases and cases of insanity are 
respectively 67 and 59 per cent, more numerous in Ireland than in England and Wales. 

The institutions in which the largest number of persons were in custody at the end of Industrial Sd.ools. 
the year were Industrial Schools. 
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Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Chapter III. 
Criminals, die., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 



Industrial Schools. 



The number of Industrial Schools in 1874, as compared with the number in 1873, is 
shown in the following table : — 



Leinster, . 

Ulster, 

Connaught, 



1874. 

17 

25 



1873. 

15 

22 



9 




Total 



It appears from this summary that there were in all Ireland in 1873 52 schools, and 
in 1874 58 schools, showing an increase within the year of 6 schools — of which 3 were 
in Munster, 2 in Leinster, and 1 in Ulster. 



Number in The following summaiy shows the number of children under detention in Industrial 

Schools in Ireland in 1874, and the number discharged, as compared with similar 
statistics for 1873 : — 





| 








>» Ireland. 






Total. 


1873. 


nicrease, 


D mT' 


Total number undor detention in year, 


1,892 


3,320 


5,212 


4,764 


448 


- 


Under detention at beginning of year. 


1,609 


2,751 


4,360 


3,737 


623 1 


- 


Received during year, 


283 


569 


852 


1,027 




175 


Total disposed of during year, 


226 


417 


643 


404 


239 | 




Discharged, .... 
Put out on Licence, . 


148 


272 


420 


220 


200 




53 


112 : 


165 


115 




_ 




19 












Escaped, .... 


6 




11 


14 


4 




Total remaining at close of year, . . j 


1,666 


2,903 j 


4,569 


4,360 


209 


- 



It appears from this table that the number of children admitted to Industrial Schools 
in Ireland is diminishing each year since 1S72; it was 1,532 in 1872; 1,027 in 1873 
and 852 in 1874. From the early age at which many of the children are admitted, and 
the length of time they are consequently detained in the schools, the total number in the 
schools at the end of each year increases, notwithstanding this diminution. Thus it was 
3,761 at the. end of 1872 ; 4,360 at the end of 1873, and 4,569 at the end of 1874. 

As 08 - The following figures show the ages of the children placed in these schools in 1874 : — - 





Jr&ls. 






| Pcr-centago of Total. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total, ..... 


823 


276 


547 


Per Too- 


Pcr 100- 


Under 6 years, 


21 


g 








6 and under 8 years, 












8 and under 10 years, 


222 


70 ! 








10 and under 12 years. 


235 


87 | 








12 years and upwards, 


135 


67 j 


68 


24 


13 



It appears from these figures that 60 per cent, of the girls and 45 per cent, of the 
boys are brought under careful training in these schools at the early age of under ten 
yearn. 
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The classification of the children, according to the provisions of the Act under which 
they are committed, is as follows : — ■ 



Part L 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



For begging (sec. 11), . . • . 

Destitute and without guardianship of parents 
(sec. 11), ..... 

Found wan deringand homeless without guardian- 
ship or means of subsistence (sec. 11), 

Found frequenting the company of reputed 
thieves (sec. 11), 

Charged before Justices with offences, and com- 
mitted thereupon to Industrial Schools (sec. 13), 



Chapter III. 
Criminals, dec . , in 
ConUnemenland 

Industrial Schools. 
Grounds of 
committal. 



These figures show that it is girls especially who have been rescued from temptation 
and crime by the Industrial Schools, as they form 66 per cent. (547) of the whole 
number (823), that the chief ground of committal is begging (42 per cent.) and and 
the next most frequent ground of committal is destitution or want of guardianship of 
parents (33 per cent.) 

How completely the schools come in to supply the want of parental care and control Degree of 
appears from the next summary, showing the number of orphans amongst children on or P ,iana 8 e ' 



admission. The per-centage of orphanage is the same in both years : — 



0_ 


Number 




n 1874. | 


Number | 


Per-centage of Total. 


Boys. ! 




Total. 


in 1873. 


1874 1 


1873. 


Total number, ..... 


276 


547 


823 


1,016 


100- 


100- 




131 


262 


393 


596 


58 


58 




101 


152 


253 








Others, ..... 


44 


133 j 


177 


161 







The result of orphanage and destitution in producing ignorance is shown by the State of education, 
fact that the number of children who on admission to Industrial Schools could 
neither read nor write was 496, which gives upwards of 61 per cent, entirely ignorant. 

In the following table the working of the Industrial School system in Ireland is Industrial^ Sohool^ 
compared with that of England and Wales : — and England and 

Wales compared. 







in a portion t 


Actual D 


ifference. 


Differenci 


> per cent. 






animates 
in 1873 


less than 
English Pro- 


English Pro- 
Irish 


Irish 

EngllshPro- 

portionatc 


less than 
Irish 


Total number under detention in 


5,212 


2,004 ■ 


_ 


3,208 


- 


61 


Detained at beginning of year, . 


4,360 


1,452 


- 


2,908 


- 


67 


Received during year, 


852 




- 






33 


Total disposed of during year, 


643 


346 


- 


297 


- 


46 


Total remaining at close of year, . 


4,569 


1,658 | 


" 


2,911 


- 


64 



In this table the children in the Feltham Industrial School in England, under the 
special Act (47 & 18 Vic., cap. 169), are not included, as they are committed— not for 
destitution, but as juvenile criminals, and fall more naturally under the head of 
Reformatories. 
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Pabt I. It appears that the Irish commitments during the year 1874 were 35 per cent, in 

Criminal excess of the English proportionate number in 1873. At the close of the year the 

DTATI8TICS. 011 

Irish number was 64 per cent, in excess of the English number. 

c Chapter HI. Lunatic Asylums come next to Industrial Schools in importance, from the number in 
Cotifmemmt’and them of criminal lunatics and dangerous lunatics charged with intent to commit crime. 
at la rge. The following figures show the number detained and disposed of in lunatic asylums 

Industrial Schools, during 1874 : — 

Criminal and 
Dangerous Luna- 

Total number in 





Ireland, 1874. 


INTENT TO COMMIT CRIME. 


Wen. 


Women. 


Tots., 


Total number of such Lunatics under detention during year, 


3,032 


2,003 


5,035 


Under detention at commencement of year, 

Committed by Justices, under 30 & 31 Vic., c. 118, 
Eeceivcd from gaols under warrant of Lord Lieutenant, . 


2,334 

649 

49 


1,538 

450 

15 


3,872 

1,099 

64 


Total number disposed of during year, 


6G3 


391 


994 


Discharged on becoming sane, on certificate of Resident 
Medical Superintendent, .... 

Died, 

Given to their friends, although insane, . 

Discharged on becoming sane, by warrant of Lord Lieu- 

Escaped, ...... 

Transferred to other asylums, .... 

Removed to workhouses, .... 

Removed to gaol for trial or punishment, 


179 

64 

12 

14 


211 

120 

45 

8 

4 


535 

299 

109 

20 

15 

6 


Remaining under detention at close of year, 


2,429 


1,612 


4,041 



The above summary shows an increase of 169 in the number under detention at the 
end of 1874, as compared with those at commencement of the year. 

Offences which The following summary shows the offences with which criminal lunatics committed 
charged' iWth^and asylums ' n Ireland in 1874 were charged with having committed, and the offences 
with which dangerous lunatics were charged with having a purpose to commit : — 



which Dangoroi 
Lunatics charged 
with an intent of 
committing. 



Total committed during the year, 

Dangerous persons, having intent to commit cr; 
Other offences than those here specified, . 
Offences against property, . 

Assaults and riot, .... 
Offences against human life, 

Vagrants and insano persons without control, 



It appears from this table that the number of lunatics committed as dangerous 
persons at large having an intent to commit a crime, was 94 per cent. 

The following summary shows the judgments or orders under which criminal and 



dangerous lunatics were committed to asylums ii 


l Ireland : 


in 1874 


- 




Judgment on Order of Committal. 


Men and 


w—..* 


Totid ofbotli 


UnSr 


Total committed during year, . . . | 


698 


465 


1,163 


100- 


Committed to asylums by J usticos as dangerous, under slat. 1 
30 & 31 Vic., c. 118, s. 10, . 


649 


450 


1,099 


94-4 


Transmitted from gaols by Lord Lieutenant’s warrant : — 
Became insane while undergoing sentence of imprisonment, 
Found or declared insane, .... 

Acquitted as insane, ..... 
Became insauo after committal and before trial, . 


29 

9 

6 


10 

2 


39 

10 

8 

7 


3-4 

0-9 

0-7 

0-6 



It thus appears that 94 per cent, of the lunatics were committed direct to asylums 
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by Justices as dangerous, with intent to commit a crime, and less than 6 per cent, were 
sent by Lord Lieutenant’s warrant. 

The statistics on this subject for England and Wales are not for the persons com- 
mitted within the year, as in Ireland, but for the whole of the persons under confinement. 
The following were the proportions in England and Wales in 1873, according to the 
judgment or order of committal, of the entire body of criminal lunatics in asylums : — 



Part I. 
Statistics. 



Chapter III. 
Criminals, <tc., in 
Confinement and 
at large. 



Removed by order of Secretary of State — convicts becoming insane after trial, 

„ „ found or declared insane. 

Committed by Justices — insane, . 

„ dangerous lunatics, 



41-7 ] 
313 
19-5 
7-4 



Total, 



. 100- 



It thus appears that of the entire number of lunatics in asylums in England and Wales 
in 1873, less than 8 per cent, were committed by Justices as insane, and only 1 in 837 
as dangerous, as contrasted with 94 per cent, committed to asylums in Ireland as 
dangerous. 

This difference appears to arise from Justices in England and Wales having power, 
under the Lunatic Asylums Act of 1853, to send a pauper lunatic to an asylum on a 
certificate that he is deemed to be a lunatic and a proper person to be sent to an asylum 
(sec. 67), and to send to asylums lunatics (whether paupers or not) wandering at large, 
not being properly cared for, or being cruelly treated (sec. 68) ; and from the stringent 
penalties upon medical officers and overseers of the poor, &c., who omit to give notice 
so as to have the above classes of lunatics brought before Justices. 

The Justices have consequently not to wait for evidence “ of derangement of mind, 
accompanied with an intent to commit a crime" in order to commit a lunatic under the 
powers conferred on them by the English Act of 1837 (1 & 2 Vic., c. 14). 

In Ireland Justices have no powers similar to those under the English Lunatic 
Asylums Act of 1853, of sending lunatics as such to asylums. Their power, under the 
Irish Act of 1867 (30 & 31 Vic., c. 118), is founded on the earlier English Act of 1837, 
and not on the later Act of 1853, and is limited to the case of persons who have 
derangement of mind and intent to commit a crime, and who are dangerous lunatics or 
dangerous idiots. 

These words are more stringent than the corresponding English Act of 1837 (1 & 2 Vic., 
c. 14), which limits the word “ dangerous ” to idiots, and allows an insane person to be 
committed when an intent to commit a crime is proved, though there is no certificate of 
the person being dangerous. 

The fact that the Justices in Ireland have had to commit 1,099 lunatics in the year as 
dangerous, charged with intent to commit crime, while the Justices in England and Wales 
had not to commit any under their corresponding statutable power, indicates very plainly 
the importance of extending to Ireland the preventive provisions of the English Lunatic 
Asylums Act, 1853, above referred to, and of modifying the provisions of the Act of 
1867 (30 & 31 Vic., c. 118), so as to correspond with the English Act of 1837 (1 & 2 Vic.,, 
c. 14). 



Dangerous 

Irish and English 
Statistics as to 
Criminal and 
Dangerous 
Lunaticscompared. 



Difi'ereuce 
between Irish and 
English law as to 
Dangerous and 
Pauper Lunatics. 



Another difference between the two countries is in the mode of classing criminal 
lunatics whose sentences have expired. Under the 25th Order of the Lord Lieutenant in 
Council, of the 18th August, 1870, such lunatics, when transmitted from Dundrum 
Central Asylum to a District asylum, are no longer included amongst the criminal 
lunatics in the District asylum to which they are sent. This practice corresponds 
exactly with that introduced in England and Wales by Statute 30 Vic., c. 12 ; but the 
English A.ct has a more extended operation than the Irish Order, and under it all the 
lunatics sent to District asylums direct from gaols whose sentences had expired, would be 
treated in the same way as those sent from Dundrum, and omitted from the number of 
criminal lunatics. 



G 
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Pabt I. j n Lunatic Asylums Act of the present Session, a clause has been introduced to 

Statistics. amend the law as to lunatics in Ireland in this respect. The Act enables all lunatics 

whose sentences have expired to be dealt with in the same way as those sent from 

hatter . Dundrum to a District asylum are dealt with under the 25th Order of the Lord Lieu- 

Onmmals, occ.. vn " _ 11 ** 114 .' 

Confinement and tenant in Council above referred to, and in the same way as all criminal lunatics 

at l arge. whose sentences have expired are dealt with in England under Statute 30 Vic., c. 12. 

Criminal and j n this way, the want of uniformity in law and statistics since the English Act of 

Lunatics. 1867, will be terminated- 



Excluding entirely those committed by Justices as dangerous in Ireland, and 
including those committed by Justices in England as insane (not distinguished for the 
current year, but appearing in the total number to be 7 per cent.), it appears that the 
proportionate number of criminal lunatics committed in England and Wales in 1872-73, 
was little more than half the number of the same class in Ireland, showing that the 
English system of having the lunatics committed before an intent to commit a crime can 
be established, leads to only half the number to be dealt with as actual criminals 




Period of confine- The following table shows for Ireland the period, whether in asylum or gaol, during 

monL which criminal and dangerous lunatics in asylums at the close of 1874 have been held 

in detention, with the corresponding statistics for criminal lunatics under detention in 
the course of year in England and Wales in 1873 for comparison : — 




The above table has been given for comparison with the corresponding table in 
the English volume for 1873, from which the per-centages are taken. The marked 
differences in the comparison are what might be expected from the difference in the 
administration above explained. 

Convict Prisons. Next to Criminal Lunatics, Convicts come in importance. 

There are 4 Convict Prisons in Ireland, 3 for men and 1 for women. Returns for 
1874 have been received from the Director, of which summaries are given below. 
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The total numbers detained and disposed of in 1874 are given in the following table, P-'ktI. 
with the figures of 1873 for comparison : — Criminal 




These figures show the same number of convicts (250) received during 1874 as in 1873. 
The number is less than half the number received in 1863, eleven years previously, when 
the number was 540. 

The numbers discharged on ticket-of-leave in 1874 were 174, against 190 in 1873. Of 
the women discharged on ticket-of-leave, two-thirds— 50 out of 68— went into the Refuges 
at Golden Bridge for Roman Catholics and at Harcourt-road for Protestants, showing 
the satisfactory working of the only form of prisoners’ aid society which is yet 
sanctioned in Ireland. The daily average number of prisoners was 1,151, or 22 more 
than in 1873. There were only 11 deaths during the year, or 10 per 1,000. 

The following figures show the number of cases in which punishment was found 
necessary, and the nature of the punishment, with the corresponding statistics for 1873 
for comparison : — 




There is a decrease in the number of punishments to the extent of 107, following a 
decrease of 207 in 1873. The punishments appear mainly to be stoppage of diet, the 
cases of solitary or dark cells being only 25, or 21 per 1,000, and of whipping only 6, 
or 5-9 per 1,000. 

The English return as to Convict Prisons includes convicts received from Scotland (1 1 1 ), 
and from Gibraltar (93), and 97 convicts whose licences were revoked. Deducting the 
Scotch number (111), and 7 per cent, of those returned from licences and from Gibraltar 
(14) for possible Scotch convicts among them, from the total number received in 1873—74 
(1,992), we get 1,767 convicts, received during the year, properly belonging to England 
and Wales. This gives 411 in a portion of the population of England and Wales equal 
to that of Ireland, whilst the corresponding number in Ireland is only 250. 

G 2 
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It thus appears that the number of convicts, or of the most serious class of 
criminals, is much larger in England and Wales in proportion to the population than 
in Ireland. 

Returns have been received from |all the Bridewells in Ireland for the year 1874, 
with respect to the prisoners detained. The following table gives the summary of 
them : — 



Conviots. 
Bridewells. 
Number iu cou- 



“--SI s=r~ 


1874. 




audffirU. 


Tout. 


Total number confined in course of year, . 

Under detention at commencement of year, . 
Received from County Prisons, .... 

„ „ other Bridewells, .... 

Direct commitments by Magistrates, 

Otherwise received, 

Remaining in Bridewells at close of year, . . 


6,076 


1,540 


7,616 


■ 42 

191 
150 
5,066 
627 


65 
25 
1,272 
. 170 


60 

256 

175 

6,338 

797 


" 


16 


72 



Keformatory 

Schools. 



Number in con- 
finement. 



To compare the result of this table with the statistics of 1873, the most important 
figure is the direct commitments by Magistrates, which were 6,338 in 1874, as 
compared with 5,878 in 1873, showing an increase of 460 in commitments. 

Next to Bridewells come Reformatory Schools, for children under 16 years of age. 

In 1874 there were 10 Reformatory Schools in operation in Ireland, 5 for boys and 5 
for girls. 



The following summary shows the number under detention and the number discharged 
during 1874, with corresponding figures for 1873 for comparison : — 




From this table it appears that in 1874 the number of direct committals, 284, was 
10 less than in the preceding year. The number re-admitted from licence, 15, showed 
an increase of 1, and the entire number of those admitted, 299, exceeded those 
disposed of by 11, so as to raise the number remaining at the end of the year to 1,100. 

Of the total, 284, committed to Reformatories in 1874, 219 were boys and 65 girls. 
This large excess of boys, as contrasted with the large excess , of girls noticed in 
Industrial Schools, arises from boys being allowed greater liberty than girls, and so 
being more liable to commit thefts and other offences which would render them liable 
to be sent to Reformatories. 
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The position of the children committed in 1874 to Reformatories in Ireland, as regards 
orphanage, is shown in the following table : — 

Proportion per cent. 

Boys. Girls. Boys. Girls? 

Total committed, ■ . . 219 65 100' 100" 



Total orphans, 
One parent dead, 
Others, 



21 5 

65 24 

133 36 



10 8 

30 37 

60 55 
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Chapter III. 
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Confinement and 



Reformatory 

Schools. 



Of the boys 40 per cent, have either one parent dead or both. The degree of 
orphanage amongst the girls is somewhat greater, amounting to 45 per cent. In the ° 
third class of the above summary, there are many whose parents are in prison, or who 
are otherwise uncontrolled by parents. 



The degree of instruction of children committed to Reformatory Schools is shown in Dcgrei 
the following summary : — 



Neither read nor write, . . 113 

Head or read and write imperfectly, 80 
Read and write well, . . 26 

Superior instruction, .. . - 



26 52 

33 36 

6 12 



40 

51 

9 



The want of education is pointedly shown in this summary. Of the boys committed Want of education, 
to Reformatories, 52 per cent., or one-half, were wholly uneducated ; only 12 per cent, 
could read and write well, while the remainder, 36 per cent., had received a small 
amount of education. Amongst the girls the proportion that could read and write 
well was 9 per cent. ; but 40 per cent, were wholly uneducated, and 51 per cent, could 
only read, or read and write imperfectly. 

Tn the following table the working' of the Reformatory system in Ireland is compared The Reformatory 
° systems of Ireland 

with England and Wales ’ ’ 



Number and Disposal op Children in 
Reformatories in Ireland, and 


In eland, 


ill® 


1 Actual Difference, 


| Difference per cent. 


English pro- | 


than Irish 


less than 


English 

number. 


Total under detention in course of year, . 

Total under detention at commence- 
ment of year, .... 

Total received in course of year, 

Total disposed of in course of year, 

Total remaining under detention at end 


1,388 


1,422 ! 


34 




Per cent. 


Percent. 


1,089 

299 


1,056 

366 


67 


33 


18 


3 


288 


358 


70 


- 


19 


- 


1,100 


1,064 


- 


« 


- 


3 



and of England 
' and Wales cc 



It appears from this table that, unlike the case of the Industrial Schools, there are 
more children sent to Reformatories in England and Wales, in proportion to popula- 
tion, than in Ireland, the excess of those received in the year being 67. There were, 
however, so many more disposed of, that the number in Irish Reformatories at the end 
of year (1,100) was 36 more than the number in a portion of the population of England 
and Wales equal to that of Ireland. 

The following table shows the number of criminals under 16 years of age committed 
to gaols in Ireland in 1874, compared with those of England and Wales in 1872-73 ; 

* Including the children under detention in the Feltham Industrial School, under Stat. 17 & 18 Vic., c. 169 
(Local). 
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Part I. ' and the number and per-centage of those who were further sent to Reformatory Schools. 

Statistics Children who are confined in Reformatories must, by Act of Parliament, be previously 

' TA . I CS committed to gaol, and must be under 16 years of age. The proportion of the 

Chaw mi III. children who were sent to Reformatory Schools to the total number under 16 years 

Cn CmfiMmiu’and of age who were confined in gaols, is the true test of the application of the Refor- 

at large. matory principle in the two countries. 



systems of Ireland 

and of England 

and Wales com- Commitments or 

P ar ed. Youthful Chimin, is is 

ENGLAND AND WALES. 


committed to Reformatories. 


Total number of 

Boys and Girls under Hi years of ago 


^Gaol. who wero further 
committed to Reformatories. 


'mwT 1 


'"sSi 


VM 


'andWatcs 1 

in 1872-73. 


In Ireland 


In England 
and Wales 
in 1872-73. 


Total, 


284 


1,489* 


1,204 


9,428* j 


24 


Per cent. 
16 



It thus appears that of the entire number of juveniles under 16 years of age committed 
to gaol in Ireland, 24 per cent, were further sent to Reformatories ; whereas, of the 
entire number of juveniles under 16 years of age committed to gaol in England, only 
16 per cent. 'were sent to Reformatories. Therefore, the excess of children sent in the 
year to English Reformatories over those sent to Irish Reformatories results, not from a 
more thorough application of the Reformatory principle, but from an excess of youthful 
criminals. 

There is, however, still ample scope for the extension of the Reformatory principle even 
in Ireland, as in the year 1874 less than one-fourth of the offenders who were sent to 
gaols under 16 years of age, were sent on to Reformatories. 



Estimate of the 
criminal popula- 
tion of Ireland an 
of England and 
Wales. 



In concluding this chapter respecting criminals under confinement, an estimate of 
,1 the criminal population in the two countries has been attempted. The number of 
criminals under confinement in the several places of punishment on a given day is 
perfectly definite, and readily obtained in the statistics already given. It only remains 
to summarize the figures for each class of places of confinement in a short table. But 
with regard to the criminals at large, the numbers are not so easily obtained. In 
both countries the Police have made returns of all the persons in each Police district 
known or suspected to be of the criminal classes in the month of April. But as these 
figures are founded largely upon mere opinion or hearsay, and relate to matters so 
obviously connected with the vigilance and numbers of the Police, they do not form a 
perfect basis of comparison between any two countries. From the peculiar circum- 
stance of the Police in Ireland being entirely under central control, and from their 
- renter number, as already pointed out, a comparison with England and Wales, on 
the basis of these Police returns, must be considered as disadvantageous to Ireland, 
and as affording an approximation only to the true facts of the case. 



Numbers in (ibices 
of punishment 
or reform in 
Ireland and in 
England and 
Wales compared. 



In the following table the number of persons under detention for criminal reasons 
in all Ireland on 31st December, 1874, with the number per cent, in each class, is 
compared with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales on 30th September, 
1873.t 



* Feltbam Industrial School, Middlesex, appears to serve the purpose of both a gaol and a Reformatory and 
the total number of commitments to it in 1873 (69) under the Special Act has been added in this table to both 
the caol and the Reformatory figures for England. 

t In the case of Convict Prisons, on 31st March, 1874. 
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It appears that in. Ireland the persons held in confinement for punishment or reform 
under the law, are more numerous than in a corresponding portion of England and 
Wales. But in Ireland the proportion of children in Reformatory Schools is 22 8 per 
cent., as compared with 14'9 per cent, in England and Wales. In England and Wales, 
on the other hand, the convicts in a portion of the population equal to Ireland are 
2,072 in number, as compared with 1,133 in Ireland. 

The Police returns of criminal classes at large have been obtained under the three Criminal classes at 
heads of— known thieves, receivers of stolen goods, and suspected persons ; and the largc ' 
ages follow the Industrial and Reformatory School period, viz., the number under 16 
years and the number above 16 years. 

In compiling returns for the present volume, the Police were directed, as in England, 
to follow the rule that persons known to have been living honestly for one year at least 
subsequently to their discharge after any conviction, should not be returned in the class 
of known thieves and depredators. 

In the following table the number of criminal classes at large in Ireland in April, 1874, Criminal classes at 
is contrasted with the corresponding statistics for England and Wales in April, 1873 : — arifin' England 



From this table it appears that, notwithstanding the greater vigilance of the Police 
Ireland than in England, the returns of the Police as to criminal persons at large are 



* Including 70 in Bridewells. 

f Including number at end of year under Special Act in Feltliam Industrial School. 
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Criminal Classes at Laroe. 


Ireland, 1071. | England ami j 




England 


Boys. 


°Girls“ 


“•* .Slit. 

equal to that 
of Ireland. 


Wales. 


Total of all ages, 


3,274 


1,865 


5,139 10,272 


5,133 


- 




419 


172 


591 1,434 


843 


- 














Suspected persons, . 


2,349 | 


1,125 


3,474 5,662 


2,088 


- 




285 


131 


416 747 


331 


- 


16 years and above, 










“ 


Known thieves and depredators, 


772 


596 


1,368 j 4,305 


2,937 


- 




134 


36 


170 682 


512 


- 


16 years and above, 










- 


Receivers of stolen goods, . 


153 


144 


297 405 


108 


- 




_ 


5 


5 5 


- 


- 


16 years and above, 















In a j 

Ireland. Popula 


tionofEngland 


Per-ceutage to Total. 


Total of both to tin 
Total 


of both Sexes. 


Ireland. 


E °$ale“ U(i 


Total in all places of punishment or reform, . 


4,822 


7,183 


100- 


100- 


In places of punishment, • • • 


3,722 


6,119 


77-2 


85-1 


Oaols t 


2,589* 


4,047 


53-7 


56-3 


Convict Prisons, . • 


1,133 


2,072 








1,100 


l,064t 


22-8 


1.4-9 
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much more favourable to the former country than the latter. In Ireland the total 
number, 5,139, is half the total in a corresponding portion of the population of England 
and Wales, 10,272 ; the proportion of youthful criminals, 591, is little more than a third 
of the English figure, 1,434 ; the proportion of known thieves and depredators, 1,368, 
is less than a third of the English figure, 4,305; and the proportion of youthful 
criminals of this class, 170, is only one-fourth of the English figure, 682. 

In the following table the total number of criminals on a given day, both in confine- 
ment and at large, as compiled from Police returns and returns from gaols, &c., in 
Ireland and in England and Wales, is compared with the total population : — 



6,139 

45,201 



9,962 

76,088 



5,297,732* 

23,284,269t 



If we exclude criminal lunatics and dangerous lunatics committed on account of an 
intention to commit a crime, and exclude children in Industrial Schools, so as to confine 
our definition of criminals to those in Gaols, Convict Prisons, and Reformatories and 
criminals at large known to the Police, it appears, according to the above table, that in 
every 10,000 of the population of England and Wales, 32 persons belong to the criminal 
classes, while in every 10,000 of the population of Ireland the proportion is only 19. 



Chapter IV. CHAPTER IV.— COST OF THE REPRESSION OF CRIME. 



Cost of Repressing 



The returns in this volume show the cost of repression of crime, to compare with 



Cost in Ireland the cost as shown in the English Criminal Statistics, under the heads of Police, Persons, 
and in England in Confinement, and Criminal Prosecutions. 

and Wales 



-■ar- 


In Ireland in 1874. 


Population of 
England and Wales 

in 1878 equal to that 


In Ireland lees 
and Wales. 


(6SCSA 


England 

Wales. 


and^ValL 


Total cost, otlier than 
as to lunatics, 


£ s. d. 

1,481,433 0 0 


£ s. d. 

863,160 0 0 


£ s. <L 


£ t. d. 

618,273 0 0 


Percent. 


42 


Police, . 


1,214,222 0 0 


583,520 0 0 




630,702 0 0 






Criminals in con- 


178,749 0 0 


231,955 0 0 


53,206 0 0 








Proseoutions, 


88,462 0 0 


47,685 0 0 


“ 


40,777 0 0 




46 



In this table the cost of criminal and dangerous lunatics in Ireland and of criminal 
lunatics in England and Wales has not been included, on account of the great difference 
in the law on the subject in the two countries, referred to in Chapter III., p. 49. 

For a similar reason the cost of Industrial Schools has not been included in this total. 
These institutions are used in Ireland to a larger extent than in England and Wales , 
owing to the want of an}' statutable provision for compulsory education in Ireland, and 
the smaller amount of education of the poor provided for in Ireland in connexion with 
out-door relief under the Irish Poor Law. 



• Middle of 1874. 



f April, 1873. 
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It appears from this table that the sum expended in repressing crime in England Part L 
and Wales is proportionately less than the corresponding expenditure in Ireland by £atktios 

£611,080 in amount, or 41 per cent. 

. . . ClUl'TEE IT. 

In a proportionate population m England and Wales the Police cost £583,520, being q us1 
£635,702, or 52 per cent., less than in Ireland. Crime. 

There was £32,840, or 41 per cent., less expended on prosecutions in a propor- Cost in Ireland 
tionate part of England and Wales than in Ireland. ^®” a sland 

Criminals in confinement, other than lunatics, cost more in England and Wales — compared, 
the Irish figure, £176,343, being £57,462, or 29 per cent., less. 

The following summary shows the Police Force in Ireland in 1874, compared with Police Establish- 
the number in 1873, at the periods of the year stated in the tables : — 





1874. 


1873. 


Increase, 


Decrease, 

1874. 


Royal Irish Constabulary. 

Effective strength — Officers, .... 

„ Head-Constables, Constables, etc., 

Total, 

Dublin Metropolitan Police. 

Superior Officers, ...... 

Sergeants and Constables, ..... 

Total, 

Grand Total, 


283 

11,164 


289 

11,265 




6 

101 


11,447 


11,554 


- 


107 


38 

1,060 


1,063 


; 


- 3 


1,098 


1,101 ! 


- 


3 


12,545 


12,655 




110 



A column in the first table in Appendix shows the proportion which the number of Proportion of 
effective force of Constabulary bears to the population in the various counties, and in UonTn^ountiraT 
towns with a separate Police force, in Ireland. In the following counties the proportion 
of Police to population is the smallest, as will be seen from the table : — 



Londonderry, 

Armagh, 



Antrim' 



7 in every 10,000 of the population. 



In the following counties in Ireland the proportion of Police is the largest : — 

Meath, . • . . 40 in every 10,000 of the population. 

Tipperary, North Riding, . . 38 „ „ 

Westmeath, .... 38 „ „ 

Tipperary, South Riding, . . 36 ,, ,, 

King's County, ... 33 „ „ 

The proportion of Police — excluding County Inspectors and Sub-Inspectors — to the 
Census population of Ireland in 1871 was 22 in every 10,000 of the people, while in 
England and Wale's — excluding Superior Officers — in 1873 it was only 12 * 

The number of the Royal Irish Constabulary has been decreased by 107 men, the 
Dublin Metropolitan Police have been decreased by 3 men, making a total decrease of 
110 as contrasted with an increase in 1873 of 89 men. 

In comparing the Police Forces of Ireland with those of England and Wales, the Royal 
Irish Constabulary may be considered as corresponding to the English Police in counties, 
boroughs and dockyards, but differs from the English Police Force in being placed 
exclusively under the control of the Central Government, and the Dublin Metropolitan 
Police may be considered as similar to the London Metropolitan Police and the Citj' of 
London Police taken together. 

* The way the proportion is stated in the English Statistics is 1 in 795 on the Census of 1871. 

H 
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In former volumes of the Judicial Statistics, from 1863 to 1871, the Local Force of 
Town Constables and Watchmen, reduced in 1871 to 124 in number, Officers of Health 
and Inspectors of Nuisances, 138, and Fire Brigade, 81, were included. In 1863 there 
was in Belfast and Londonderry a large force of local Police discharging regular Police 
duties. These forces have since been abolished by statute. 



Omission of Local 



The Dublin Fire Brigade duties were discharged in 1863 by the Police, but the Fire 
Brigade since by statute came under the Dublin Town Council. 



The English returns were supposed in 1863 to include the whole Police Force of 
England; but from the Parish Constables Act, 1872, it appears that there are Parish 
Constables in England not included in the English volume. Setting these off against 
the remains of old Local Forces in towns in Ireland, the comparison of Police in the 
two countries is more correct if confined to the Royal Irish Constabulary and Dublin 
Metropolitan Police in Ireland, and the London Metropolitan Police and county and 
borough Constabulary in England and Wales. 

Detectives. In England there is a special class of Detective Officers, the number of which in 

1872-73 was 452, a slight decrease having been made upon the number of the previous 
year. In the Royal Irish Constabulary there is only a Detective Director, and the 
members of the different branches of the , Force are selected, when necessary, to act as 
detectives ; but in the Police of the Dublin- Metropolitan Police District there is an 
entire division of 44' (42 Sergeants, 1 Inspector, and 1 Superintendent,) who are detectives. 



q os1 0 [ The following table shows the total cost of the Police Establishments in Ireland in 

Establishments. • ig74, as compared with that for 1873 : — 







| 


Increase, j 


necr^e. 


Total of all Ireland, 


£ s. <1. 

1,214,222 0 0 


£ s. d. 

986,487 0 0 


£ s. d. 

227,735 0 0 


£ s. d. 


Royal Irish Constabulary, 


1,081,467 0 6 


856,855 0 0 


224,612 0 0 


- 


Dublin Metropolitan Police, 


132,755 0 0 


129,632 0 0 


3,123 0 0 





This table indicates an increase in the total cost of the Police Force in 1874, of 
£227,735, upon the cost of the preceding year, following an increase of £56,782 in 1873. 



Cost of Criminal The cost of criminal lunatics and dangerous lunatics charged with an intention to 
Asylums 111 commit a crime, which has been excluded from the following table for reasons 
explained at page 56, supra, is £101,961. The corresponding figure in a portion of the 
population of England and Wales equal to that of Ireland was only £8,876 ; this extra- 
ordinary difference arose from the marked differences in the law as to the power of 
Justices in respect of pauper lunatics, and as to the treatment of the lunatics whose 
sentences have expired, pointed out in Chapter III., supra. 



Cost of Industrial In the case of Industrial Schools, also excluded from the table, the total expenditure 
Schools. returned is £123, 6 13— General Taxes, £55,774; Local Rates, £15,257; other sources, 

£52,583. In England and Wales the cost in 1873 was £124,282, or for Irish proportion 
of population £28,247. 

Cost of Criminals The cost of criminal classes, other than lunatics, in confinement in 1874, as compared 

in Confinement. r 

* Royal Irish Constabulary for year ended 31st March, 1874. Dublin Metropolitan Police for vear ended 
31st December, 1874. 
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with the corresponding cost in a portion of the population of England and Wales in 1873 
equal to that of Ireland, allowing for Scotch convicts in English prisons, was as follows 



Cost op Criminal Classes in 
Confinement. 




. the Pqimliition of 
England and Wales 

in 1873 equal 

to that of 


is. 


and WafeshL | 
Ireland. 


^In Ire- 


iff 


Total of places of confine- 


£ 


£ 


£ 


£ 


Per cent. 




178,749 


231,955 


53,216 


~ 


23 


- 


Gaols and Bridewells, 


107,238 


132,959 


25,721 








Convict Prisons, 


41,242 


70,560 


29,328 




41 




Reformatories, 


30,269 


28,436 


- 


1,833 


- 


6 



It appears from the preceding table that the cost of persons in confinement in Ireland 
was less than the English proportion under the following heads, to the • amount 
and per-centage stated, viz., — County and Town Gaols, £25,721 or. 20 per cent., 
Convict Prisons £29,328 or 41 per cent. ; and was less in England and Wales than in 
Ireland to the amount and per-centage stated as follows, — Reformatories, £1,833, or 6 
per cent. 

The total cost of criminal classes in confinement in Ireland, except lunatics, is less 
than the English proportion by £53,216 or 23 per cent. The excess in Ireland is, 
however, entirely in the Reformatory Schools, while in England it is in Gaols and 
Convict Prisons, indicating the more serious character of the crime there. 

The largest item, in the above summary, for Ireland is for County and Town Gaols, 
and the following summary shows the ordinary expenses in detail, the total costs of Gaols 
and of officers and prisoners, and the average charge per prisoner in Ireland in 1874, 
with the corresponding figures for England and Wales in 1873 : — 



Cost and Average Charge of Prisoners in Gaols. 


"*# 


Prisoner, Ireland. 


1 nsoner^EiiglanS and 




£ s. d. 


£ s.' d. 


£ S. d. 


1. Buildings, Repairs, Furniture, 

2. Officers’ Salaries, Allowances, Pensions, . 

3. Prisoners’ Diet, ..... 

4. Clothing, &c., . . . . . 1 


23,638 0 0 
49,873 0 0 
21,444 0 0 
3,618 0 0 


17 17 7 
7 13 8 
1 5 11 


11 0 5 
13 7 9 
| 8 13 5 


Total, . 


98,573 0 0 


35 6 7 


33 1 7 



•Part I. 
Criminal 
Statistics. 



Chapter IV. 
Cost of Repressing 



Cost of Criminals 
in confinement. 



Gaols. 



Cost of Prisoners 



The ordinary expenditure (£98,573) for 1874 (exclusive of £2,143 for extraordinary) 
shows an increase of £2,612 upon the similar amount (£95,961) expended in 1873. 

It appears from this summary that the total cost per head of each prisoner in Ireland 
is £35 6s. 7 d., as compared with £31 Is. Id., the English figure, a difference caused, no 
doubt, by the daily average number in each prison in Ireland being only 73, while it is 
152 in English prisons. 

The total cost of Bridewells for the year 1874 is shown by the following summary of Bridewells. 
Returns received from Local Inspectors : — 

1. Building and Establishment Charges, 

2. Cost of Officers, .... 

3. Cost of Prisoners, .... 

Total, . 



This is entirely defrayed from local rates (except £19 from Bridewell receipts). 

As to Convict Prisons, the returns show that the total number of men employed in all Convict Prisons, 
the prisons on the establishment decreased by 12, viz., from 188 to 176, and the 
number of women (36) remains unchanged. 

H 2 
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Criminal 

Statistics. 



Chapter IV. 
Cost of Repressing 
Crime. 

Reformatories. 



The total expense of the different Convict Prisons, and the annual cost per prisoner, 
is as follows : — 



£ s. d. 

Total Expenses, 41,242 0 0 

Gross annual charge per prisoner, ... 35 16 7 



As to Reformatories, the total costs in Ireland are returned as £30,269 — £16,897 
charged to Imperial Taxes, £7,033 to Local Rates, and £6,339 to other sources. In 
calculating the corresponding figure for England and Wales, it has been necessary, in 
addition to the contribution from the Treasury of £68,030, and contribution torn parents 
of £3,239, which are the only items returned in England and Wales, to add a sum of 
£53,882, to cover the estimated expenditure, from other sources, based on the returned 
cost of £26 16s. 8 d. per annum of children in the Middlesex department of the Feltham 
school, to approximate to the true cost and obtain a figure truly comparable with the 
costs returned in the Irish schools. This gives for Irish proportion of population 
£28,443. 



Cost of Criminal 
Procedure. 



The next item of costs of repression of crime is that connected with criminal procedure. 
This is distributed under two heads — Criminal Prosecutions and Coroners’ Inquests : — 



Cost of Procedure (Ireland).* 



Prosecutions at Criminal Courts, . 



The corresponding figures for England and Wales for 1873 are as follows : — 



Coroners’Inquests. The important position which the ancient Coroners’ tribunal for inquiry and prosecu- 
tion in cases of sudden or suspicious death appears from these figures to occupy in 
England and Wales arises from the system of private prosecutions that prevails there.- 
Of the.entire expenditure on criminal prosecutions in England and Wales, £127,272, 
only £3,323 was for Government prosecutions (£1,568 in 168 Mint cases, for issuing base 
coins and other offences against the currency, and £1,755 for 32 other criminal cases 
prosecuted on indictment by the Treasury Solicitor), whilst £106,976 was for defraying 
certain parts of the expenses of private prosecutors in 13,461 prosecutions at the 
Assize Courts, Central Criminal Courts, and Quarter Sessions, and £l 6,973 for 17,383 
proceedings under the Criminal Justice Act and Juvenile Offenders Act. When the 
prosecution of infanticide and other murders and manslaughter is intrusted to private 
prosecutors, the Coroners’ tribunal is essential to secure that crimes involving the loss 
of human life are not compromised or concealed. 

In Scotland, where the .State, through the Lord Advocate (an officer corresponding 
to the Attorney-General in Ireland and in England), undertakes prosecutions in general, 



* In Ireland, the cost of criminal prosecutions is for the year ended 31st March, 187 4, and the cost of Coroners' 
inquests for the year ended 31st December, 1874. 

t In England, the costs of criminal prosecutions are for the year ended 31st December, 1872, and the costs of 
Mint and Treasury prosecutions are added for the year 1873 ; and the costs of Coroners' inquests are for the year 
ended 31st December, 1873. 
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and where the Crown is represented in each locality by an officer, like the Crown Part I. 
Solicitor in Ireland, called the Procurator-Fiscal, under the direction of the Lord Statistics. 

Advocate, charged with the prevention of crime, there are no Coroners’ inquests. All CnA ^^‘ IV 

inquiries into sudden or suspicious deaths are made by the Procurator-Fiscal, and are ^ ^ Repressing 
made without a jury. This officer, besides inquiries into causes of death, discharges the Crime. 

duties which in Ireland are divided between the Assize Crown Solicitor and Sessional Cm-oners'luquests. 

Crown Solicitor. 



In Ireland, in addition to the ancient English system of prosecuting crime by Judges, 
Magistrates and Coroners, and the Scotch system of official prosecutions by Crown 
Solicitors under the Attorney-General, there is a Police force, under central control, 
twice as numerous in proportion to population as in England and Wales, and also a 
complete staff of Stipendiary Magistrates, also under central control, more specially 
charged with the detection and punishment of serious crime than other Magistrates. 

A recent rule of the law officers, that where a prisoner is arrested and a prosecution 
commenced before Magistrates he will not be produced before a Coroner’s inquest 
without a writ of habeas corpus from the Court of Queen’s Bench, appears founded upon 
the principle that once a prosecution is commenced by a responsible authority the 
object of the Coroners’ tribunal to check the compromising or concealing of crimes has 
come to an end. This circumstance it is essential to notice and bear in mind, as an 
important modifying circumstance, in comparing the verdicts of Coroners’ inquests m 
Ireland before and after this rule has been acted upon, and in comparing the verdicts of 
Coroners’ inquests in Ireland since the rule, and in England and W ales, where, though 
the law as to Coroners’ inquests is the same, the system of prosecutions is so different. 

It is also important to bear in mind, as accounting for a part of the post of criminal 
prosecutions in Ireland in excess of the proportion corresponding to that of England and 
Wales, that the combination of the English, Scotch, and Irish modes of procedure for 
prosecuting crime in Ireland leads in many important cases to a duplicate course of 
procedure,, as before Coroners and Magistrates, in the same case, which is necessarily 
attended with immediate expense, and which, leading to unnecessary complication, is 
sometimes attended with a still larger amount of ultimate expense without any corre- 
sponding advantage in securing a more certain administration of justice. 



The new form of retilrn as to costs of criminal prosecutions, settled in 1872, has been Costs of Criminal 
continued. It brings the information up to 31st March, 1874. . As a large part of prose- Aosecutions. 
cutions of the crimes of the preceding year take place at the January Sessions and 
March Assizes, the expenses for the year ended 3 1st March more nearly represent the 
cost of the crime of the calendar year under consideration than was possible with the 
date in previous returns of expenses, which were for the year ended 1st of October. 



Criminal Courts. 


| Costs of Criminal Prosecutions. 


S55 


iJSSC 


1873-74. 


1872-73. 


Total of all Ireland, . . . 

Assizes and Commission Courts, . 
Quarter Sessions, .... 

Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police 

Courts, 

Expenses not classed, 


£ s. d. 
80,551 0 0 


£ s. d. j 

73,536 0 0 j 


£ s. d. 

7,015 0 0 


£ s. d. 


62,172 0 0 
17,384 0 0 

995 0 0 


51,811 0 0 
16,979 0 0 

748 0 0 
3,998 0 0 


10,361 0 0 
405 0 0 

247 0 0 


3,998 0 0 



This table shows an increase in the cost of criminal prosecutions in Ireland in 1873-74 
aboVe 1872-73, of £7,015, raising the amount to £80,551. 
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PART II. — JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 



COMMON LAW \ 
EQUITY, 

AND CIVIL LAW. 



Part II. The general arrangement of this Part follows the corresponding portion of the English 
Statistics. Report, treating first of the Superior Courts of Common Law and the Superior Courts 

of Equity, including the Landed Estates Court and the Court of Probate, connected 

with them as being under the Chancery Appeal Court. Then follow the High Court of 
Admiralty and the Court of Bankruptcy and the Supreme Courts of Appeal. In this 
volume, as in other recent volumes, the local Courts are placed last. 

The arrangement of the tables in this part of the volume does not materially differ 
from that of the preceding year. 



Superior Courts of The proceedings in Banco in the Superior Courts of Common Law in Ireland in 
Com mon L aw. ^ 874, as compared with those in the preceding year, are shown in the following table : — 




The above summary shows an increase in 1874 of 64 on the proceedings before the 
full Courts in the preceding year, following a decrease of 19 in 1873. 



Bills of Sale, Besides the business common to the three Superior Courts of Common Law at the 

by t Married' nent3 P* ea side, they have each small branches of distinct business. Thus, the Court of 
Women, ami Queen’s Bench has the registration of bills of sale, under the Bills of Sale Act (17 & 18 

Cases. ’ ’ Vic., c. 36) ; the Court of Common Pleas has the acknowledgments of deeds by married 

women, under the Irish Act for the abolition of Fines and Recoveries (Stat. 4 & 5 
Win. TV., c. 92) ; and the Court of Exchequer has its ancient jurisdiction in Revenue 
cases, from which it derives its name. 
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The business in these matters, as compared with the preceding year, is as follows : — 



i 

a 

s 

I 

O’ 

1 


1874. 




"sr 


Decrease, 

1874. 


Queen’s Bench. 

Bills of Sale registered, ...... 


471 


349 


122 




Common Pleas. 

Acknowledgments by Married Women filed, .... 


436 


423 


13 




Exchequer. 

Revenue and Legacy and Succession Duty Cases : — 

Revenue Cases (Rules in), ..... 


54 


47 






Legacy and Succession Duty Cases, 


11 


4 


7 


_ 












Motions for Attachments without Argument, 


33 


9 


24 


- 



It appears that there has been a large increase, 122, in the number of bills of sale 
registered, indicating some pressure upon debtors ; there was also an increase of 13 in 
the acknowledgments of married women, of 7 in the number of Revenue cases, and of 7 
in the Legacy and Succession Duty cases. 

The Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland has, at the Crown side, a general jurisdiction 
corresponding to the jurisdiction of the Court of Queen’s Bench in England. It has also 
a jurisdiction peculiar to itself, of Bating the presentments made by the Grand Jury of the 
county of Dublin for the expenditure of the local tax called Grand Jury cess, in the 
repairs of roads, expenses of prisons and asylums, and other local purposes, and of Bating 
the presentments of the Town Council of the city of Dublin, so far as it exercises the 
powers formerly vested in the Grand Jury of the city of Dublin in respect of Grand Jury 



Part II. 
JuDICIAR 
Statistics. 
Superior Court* of 
Common Law. 

Bills of Sale, 
acknowledgments 
by Married 

Revenue, ho.. 



Court of Queen'* 
Bench. 

(Crown Side.) 



In connexion with these fiscal powers, the Court has jurisdiction over the traverses 
of presentments of the Grand Jury or Town Council, which are chiefly for new roads and 
claims for malicious injuries to property. Claims for malicious injury in the city of 
Dublin amounted to £12. 

The Court has also a jurisdiction, peculiar to Ireland, in the case of railway traverses, 
under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). There were no traverses 
in 1874. 

The ordinary business at the Crown side of the Court of Queen’s Bench in 1874, 
as compared with that in the preceding year, is set out in the following summary. The 
figures show a large decrease in the business during the yeai\ 




of 95 in the preceding year, and an increase of £1,288 in the amount fiated, following 
increase of £9,083 in the preceding year. 
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Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 
Superior Courts < 
, Common Lain. 

Dissimilarity of 
tlio practice and 
procedure of 
Superior Courts c 
Common Law in 
Ireland and in 
England. 



Writ and Seal 
Office. 



The English and Irish Law and Chancery- Commissioners * in their First Report, 1863, 
reported that the powers which the Judges of the Court of Queen’s Bench in England 
. have, under Statute 6 & 7 Viet., c. 20, s. 11, (1844,) of framing rules, did not exist in 
Ireland, and recommended that the Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland should be 
provided with the like powers of framing rules to those of the Court in England ; and 
these powers have been conferred by the Act of 1872, introduced by Mr; Heron. 
Pending the dissussions connected with the change of practice contemplated by the 
Judicature Act, no general rules have been made. 

The same Commissioners unanimously recommended that the systems of practice and 
procedure of the Courts of Common Law of England and Ireland should, as far as 
practicable, be assimilated. Bills to effect assimilation having been introduced in several 
Sessions, the subject was postponed, pending the inquiries of the Judicature Commission, 
which have ended in the great reform of combining all the English Superior Courts into 
one Supreme Court of Justice, with united equitable and legal jurisdiction, as effected 
by the Judicature Act, 1873, which is to come into operation on 1st November, 1875. 

The issue of writs for the three Superior Courts of Common Law from a Consolidated 
Writ and Seal Office was established in 1850 by the Process and Practice Act, (Stat. 
13 & 14 Vic., c. 18,) and the writs of summons and plaint (English writ and decla- 
ration consolidated) are issued in rotation, twenty-five for each of the three Courts, 
under the provisions of the Irish Common Law Procedure Act, 1853, s. 15. 

The number of proceedings in the Writ and Seal Office, other than writs of execution, 
in 1874, as compared with 1873, was as follows : — 





1874. 


1873. 


hcrase, 


1874. ’ 


Summons and Plaint returnable to — 
Queen’s Bench, 


6,950 


6,563 


387 




Common Pleas, 


6,950 


6,681 


1,269 




Exchequer, .... 


6,975 


6,676 


299 






283 








„ of Revivor, .... 


36 


70 






„ of Replevin, .... 


2 


21 




19 


Inquiries, Suggestions, &c., . 




286 




84 


Records, ..... 


857 


1,333 


- 


476 


Total, 


22,255 


22,171 


84 


- 



The above figures show that in 1874 the number of proceedings other than writs of 
execution were 22,255, or 84 more than in 1873. 

Summonses and plaints, being, as above explained, the first step in an action, indicate 
the number of civil suits instituted during the year ; and the increase in the different 
classes of summons and plaint, according to amount, is shown in the following table 

The largest number of writs in any of the five classes was for sums not exceeding £20 

6,809, and the largest increases (385), was in this class. The writs in the first two classes 
(not over £20, and not over £40), taken together amounted to 12,381, while all the writs 
for sums over £40, and for no sums specified, only amounted to 8,494. When the local 
Courts have jurisdiction up to £40, it is remarkable that 60 per cent, of the writs in the 
Superior Courts should be for sums not over £40. 





| 


1873. | 


I “ C 874? I! ’ | 


Decrease 


Por sums not over £20, . 


6,809 


6,424 






Over £20 and not over £40, 


5,572 


5,374 






Over. £40 and not over £100, . 


4,635 








Over £100, 


3,390 








Writs in which no sums specified, 


469 


410 S 


59 


- 
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The number of writs of execution issued was as follows : — 



JUDIOIAb 







1873. 


‘XT' 


Decrease, STATISTICS. 


Writs of Capias ad satisfaciendum, . ' . 

„ of Fieri facias, 

„ on Fiats 

„ of Habere, 

„ of Sequestration, &c., 

Total, 


200 

4,876 

1 

550 

7 


522 

4,386 

668 

136 


490 

1 


32S Common Law. 

Writs of Execu- 

118 tion- 

129 


5,634 


5,712 


- 


78 



This table shows a continuance of the cessation of writs on fiats observed in 1873, 
and a decrease of 322 in writs of capias, reducing the number to 200, while the number 
amounted to 1,370 so recently as 1872. This great change is to be ascribed to the 
abolition of imprisonment for debt, under the operation of the Debtors (Ireland) Act of 
1872. There was a decrease of 129 in writs of sequestration and other writs, and of 118 
in writs of habere, or those for taking possession of land. The number of sequestrations 
is reduced below (23) the number in 1872. The number of writs of habere, 550, is still 
above the number (374) in 1872. There was an increase of 490 in writs of fieri Jacias, 
following increases of 1,370, 189, and 234 in the same writs in 1873, 1872, and 1871, 
raising the number from 2,593 in 1870 by 2,283 to 4,876 in 1874. The largest part of 
this increase took place in 1873 and 1874, and arose from the substitution of the 
writ of fieri facias for the writ of capias, which in these years diminished, as already 
noticed, in consequence of the abolition of imprisonment for debt in 1872. The increases 
in 1871 and 1872, and part of the increases in 1873 and 1874, arose from the use of the 
writ of fieri facias for the sale by Sheriffs of leasehold and yearly tenants’ interests at 
the suit of j udgment creditors. 



The number of Attornej r s’ licences sealed and entered were : — Attorneys 

In 1874 1,039 licences. 

In 1873, 1,109 

Decrease in 1874, ... 70 

These figures show a decrease of 70 in 1874, following decreases of 30 in 1873 and 
16 in 1872, in Attorneys’ licences sealed and entered. 



The proceedings in the Masters’ Offices of the Superior Courts of Common Law in 
Ireland in 1874, as compared with the preceding year, are shown in the following 




Proceedings 




Writs filed 
and judgments 



The above table shows an increase of 766 in the number of writs of summons and 
plaint filed in 1874 as compared with the number in 1873. There was an increase in 
case judgments of 493, and in cognovit judgments a decrease of 47. In the amount 
recovered on both kinds of judgments there was an increase of £139,569, following a 
decrease of £26,453 in the preceding year. 

I 
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Part IL The distribution of the sums recovered amongst the different classes of judgments is 

Judicial as follows : — 




These figures show a decrease in the sums recovered by judgments on postea, and an 
increase in the amounts recovered in each of the other classes of judgment, making up 
the total in the year 1874, already noticed. 

Affidavits. The number of affidavits filed in the year 1874 compared with 1873 was : — 



In 1874, 

In 1873, 

Increase in 1874, . 

Decrease „ 

It appears from these figures that there has been an increase of 2,027 in the number 
of affidavits filed in 1874, following an increase of 1,147 in 1873, the increases in both 
years took place in all the Courts. 

In Ireland there is not, as in England, a fifth Judge in each Court to sit for Chamber 
business. One of the four Judges, consequently, sits for each Court for ex-parte motions 
before the sitting of the Court in Banco. Out of term the puisne Judges sit in rotation 
to hear motions for the three Superior Courts of Common Law. 



Proceedings The following summary shows an increase of 594 in the business before a single Judge 

"Stf Rules, on number (2,494) in 1873. In the Rules Office, in 1874, as compared with the 
preceding year, there has been a slight increase 48. 







1874. 






1873. 




Total in 


Total in 






Proceedings before a Sikoi.e Judge. 


ssd 


bsr 


chequer, j 


ps 


c_ 




in 1874. 


Courts 

in 1873. 


in 1874 


in 1874? 


Morning Sittings in Term. 


364 


324 


186 


345 


134 


. 241 


874 


720 


154 




Issues settled on summons, 


7 


12 . 






12 




36 








Consolidated Chamber Sittings 
out of Term. 


537 


539 | 


504 


487 


253 


414 


1,580 


1,154 


426 










8 


S 












14 


Motions on notice, . 


180 


193 | 


245 


162 


154 








48 


- 


Total, 


1,089 


1,072 | 


960 


1,009 


561 


924 . 


3,121 


2,494 


627 


- 


Proceedisgs in Office of 
Clerk of Rules. 
Side-bar rules grounded on affi- 






219 


199 


208 


. 179 


635 


586 


49 




. . not so grounded, . 


264 


251 


249 


286 


229 


250 


764 


765 


" 


1 


Total, 


' 479 


452 


! 468 


485 


437 


429 


1,399 


1,351 


48- 


- 
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Much of the business now transacted in the office of the Clerk of the Rules was, before 
the Irish Common Law Procedure Act, 1853, transacted by motions in Court, and is 
therefore placed in the above table. 

There is in Ireland, as in England, an office for the registration of judgments, common 
to the three Superior Courts of Common Law. In England the office is superintended 
by the Senior Master of the Court of Common Pleas. In Ireland there is a separate 
officer, called the Registrar of Judgments. - 



Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 

Superior Court s Ot 
Common Law. 

Registry of 
J udgments Office. 



The number of judgments registered in the Registry of Judgments Office in 1874, 
as compared with the preceding year, was as follows : — 




The duty on Negative Searches was reduced, by General Order, on 16th May, 1874, 
from 16s. 6d. to 15s. Negative Searches on 2s. 6 d. Stamps have been permitted to be 
made, under General Order, since 16th May, 1874, under the restrictions in the Order 
mentioned. 

The figures in the above table show a decrease in the business of the office in 1874, 
of 194 in Revivals of Judgments, and 90 in Recognizances and Crown Bonds. The 
falling-off of 44 in the re-registration of Recognizances and 29 in the re-registration of 
Crown Bonds arises from their being required to be re-registered only once in five years, 
under the change of the law as to Crown Bonds and Recognizances introduced by Lord 
O’Hagan’s Act as to the office of Registrar of Judgments (34 & 35 Vie., c. 72). 

The change in the duty on Searches led to a falling-off of 1,893 in the Negative 
Searches on 16s. 6 d. Stamps, and an increase of 1,562 in those on 15s. Stamps, and 88 
in those on 2s. 6 d. Stamps. There was also an increase of 10 in Judgments registered. 

On comparing the number of judgments registered with the number entered up in 
the three Superior Courts of Common Law, it appears that, whilst 5,873 judgments are 
returned in the proceedings in Masters’ Offices as entered up, no less than 4,915 were 
registered in the Registry of Judgments Office. When the Judgment Mortgage Act was 
passed, it was expected by the framers of that Act that the amount of business in the 

I 2 
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Part IX. Registry of Judgments Office would be diminished by its operation ; but this expecta- 

Jodioial tion was founded upon the consideration of judgments only as charges on land, and the 

Statistics. provisions of the Irish Bankruptcy Act of 1849, continued by the Act of 1857, requiring 
Superior Courts of judgments to be registered within twenty-one days after being entered up, to secure 
’ priority in bankruptcy, were overlooked. 

botwcen'thc The English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners, in their Second Report, in 

Law of Judgments 1866, state that “ they found the Law of Judgments of the Superior Courts of Common 
IroK anJ an<l Law in Ireland, and the practice, process, and procedure therein, to be in a very 
complicated and unsatisfactory state, and to differ in some material respects from the 
law of England on that subject.” They trace this difference in the law back to the reign 
of Queen Anne, from the operation of the Penal Act of Stat. 2 Anne, c. 6 (Irish), passed 
in 1703, and the Act for the Registration of Deeds, 6 Anne (Irish), c. 2 (1707). They 
state as the result of their inquiries that “ it appears that while in England the tendency 
of the whole course of legislation down to and inclusive of the Act of 1864 (27 and 28 
Viet., c. 112), has been to reduce a judgment to a step in the course of procedure for the 
recovery of a debt, in Ireland, on the other hand, the legislation down to and inclusive 
of the Record of Title Act, 1865, has been in the opposite direction, and judgments 
affect land in Ireland prior to and entirely independent of execution.” 

They further state that “ as the difference between the laws of the two countries as 
regards judgments, is not one of mere practice and procedure, but extends to the law of 
Bankruptcy, the jurisdiction of the Landed Estates Court, the Registry of Deeds, the 
law of debtor and creditor, and generally to the law of property in land, the 
question of the simplification and amendment of the law of Judgments in Ireland 
could only be satisfactorily disposed of by a Parliamentary Committee, or by a 
Commission specially constituted for the purpose, with full powers to enter upon all the 
inquiries necessary for its solution.” 

Common Law There is in Ireland one Common Law Taxing Office for the three Superior Courts, with 
Taxing Office. two Taxing Officers. 

The business of this office in 1874, as compared with the preceding year, was as 



follows : — 



Number of Bills of Costs certified. 


1874. 




I Increase, 

1874. 






1,438 


1,398 


40 


_ 


Registering Deeds, .... 


158 








Registering' and Re-registering Judg- 


116 


96 


20 


- 


Assignments of Judgments, . 


34 


4 






Total, .... 


1,746 


1,691 


55 


- 




£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 


£ 8. d . 




64,442 0 0 


62,858 0 0 




- 


Certified Costs — Amount allowed, 


47,090 0 0 









These figures show an increase of 55 in the number of bills of costs certified, the 
greatest increase being connected with records. The number of bills of costs for 
records shows an increase of 40, whilst those for assignment of -judgments show an 
increase of 30. The amount certified in 1874 was £47,090, against £48,092 in the 
previous year, showing a decrease of £1,002. 

The following summaries as to Nisi Prius business have been compiled from returns 
received from the Town Registrars of the Chief Judges (who correspond to the Associates 
in England), from the Registrar of the Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, and from the 
Circuit Registrars of the Common Law Judges, who correspond to the Marshals of 
the Judges in England. 
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The nature of the actions tried at Nisi Prius is shown in the following summary 



-y Notes, Bills of Exchange, Ac., 



injur 



On Promisso 
On Bonds, 

For Goods sold and delivered, & o., 

For Work and Labour done, 

For money paid, advanced, or lent, 

For money received, 

For compensation for personal injurie 
pensation under Lord Campbell’s 
For compensation for other 

Replevins, or action 
Actions in the nati 

For breach of contract, . 

Upon special contracts, 

For breach of warranty, 

For infringement of Patents, . 

For recovery of land (Ejectments), 
Trespass, relative to lands, bouses, See., 
Questions on Wills, 

For breach of promise of marriage, 
Seduction, and criminal conversation v 
Libel, . 

Slander, 

Malicious prosecution, . 

False imprisonment, 

Assaults, 

Interpleader issues, 

Nuisance, 

For breach of covenant, 

For recovery of rent, and use and occu 
On Life and. Fire Policies, 
Misdemeanors (intimidation, undue in 
•Other suits, 

Total, 






Pari II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



Nisi Prius, Naturi 
. and Number of 

Actions. 



It appears from this summary that the principal causes of- action tried in 1874 were— 
recovery of land, 136 ; goods sold and delivered, 63 ; trespass as to land, 59 ; breach of 
contract, 44 ; notes and bills, 42 ; work and labour, 40 ; assaults, 32 ; and compensation 
for injuries from negligence, 28. 

The sums for which verdicts were given are shown in the following table Amounts ° f 







Qurca-e Bench. 


1 


*Nial°Prius. 


After-Sittings | 


On Circuit. 


Above £5,000, 

£5,000 and above £3,000, 
£3.nO0 „ £2,000, 

£2,000 „ £1.000, 

£500 £300’, 

£300 „ £200, 

£200 „ £100, 

£20 and under, . ' . 

Right of Plaintiff establish© 

Total Amount recovered, 


17 


l 


2 


10 


16 


16 


7 

70 


461 


17 


16 


37 


51 


69 


271 


47,228 




4 428 




9 564 




£ 

23,158 



The total amount recovered was £47,228, as compared with £74,341 in 1873, and 
£34,171 in 1872. 
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Judicial 

Statistics. 


Proceedings o.ndrr Stat. 33 & 34 Vic., cap. .09. 




1873. 




Deoc^e, 


Superior Courte of 
Common Law. 


Number of applications to remit to inferior Courts, 


255 


204 


51 


- 


Cases remitted to 


Number of applications refused, . 










Inferior Courts. 


Number of applications granted, . 


194 


151 


43 


- 




In Oases of Contract under £40. 
Number of applications granted, . 


120 


75 


45 


. 




In Cases of Tort. 

Number of applications granted under sec. 6, 


74 


76 




2 




Giving security for costs, and continuing in superior 








2 




Failing to give security, and so remitted, . 


74 


74 


- 





Disposal of causes 
at Nisi Priiis. 



Appeals lieur.l at 
Consolidated Nisi 
Prius Court. 



It appears from tliis table that there was a marked increase (51) in the number of 
applications to remit cases to the inferior Courts, showing a larger number (255) than 
in any year since the passing of the Act— 1871 (193), 1872 (246), 1873 (204). Of the 
194 applications granted, 120 were in cases of contract and 74 in cases of tort. Of the 
cases in tort none were retained in .the superior Courts 'by. giving security for costs. 

The disposal of causes at Nisi Prius is shown in the following table : 























l| 


c_ 




dated Nisi - 
Prius Court. 


n 




Verdict for plaintiff, . 

Verdict for plaintiff, subject to 


461 


V 


16 


37 


51 


69 


271 


special case, .... 
















Verdict by consont with reference, 
Verdict for defendant, 

Nonsuit, Stet Processus, and Jury 
discharged without verdict, 


129 


2 

7 


3 


[ P 


6 


29 


6 

77 


53 








j 


14 




Juror withdrawn, 


7 












Judgment respited, 


[45] 


- 




(9) 


1*1 


[12] 


[20 


Total, .... 


661 


29 


23 


45 


59 


114 


391 



The total number of causes tried at Nisi Prius, as appears from this table, was 661 
in 1874, showing a decrease of 20 on the number (681) in 1873 ; it shows an increase, 
however, of 106 on the number (555) in 1872. The increase in the number of cases tried 
on circuit was 41 above the number in 1873, and 111 above the number in 1-872. 



The Consolidated Nisi Prius Court, besides its ordinary jurisdiction, has a further 
jurisdiction as a Court of Appeal from the Courts of the Recorder of the City of Dublin 
and of the Chairman of the County of Dublin. 

The statistics of these appeals or rehearings in 1874 and 1873 are as follows : 



From Decree or Dismiss of Recorder f 1S74, 
of Dublin, or of Chairman of< 
County of Dublin,- . . . ( 1873, 



Circu it Ihu unes.. -pile Nisi Prius proceedings on circuit have been included in the summaries of the 
Appeals, Traverses, business of the three Superior Courts, as will be seen from the preceding tables. 
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In Ireland the Judges' on circuit have several branches of jurisdiction not exercised Part ' 
by the Judges on circuit in England, viz., appeals in the nature of rehearings * from the swIstics. 

decisions of the Chairmen of Counties, or Irish County Court Judges, and -Recorders ; — - 

the Bating of the presentments of the Grand Juries of the local tax in Ireland called 

Grand Jury cess ; the hearing of traverses and objections to presentments and to claims 

for malicious injuries, and also the hearing of railway traverses under the Irish Railway A PP cllls > Tra ' erscs ‘ 
Act, 1851 (14 & 15 Vic., c. 70). 

The returns from the Clerks of the Peace and Registrars of Recorders as to appeals 
on circuit are not so complete as last year, the Clerks of the Peace for Meath, Louth, 

Galway and Cork city being in default, and the returns for 1873 having to be used for 
these counties. 

The number of appeals on circuit in 1874 and in 1873 was as follows : — 



ls (Rkhearixqs) on Circuit. 



From Chairmen of Counties and 
liecorders, .... 




The figures show an increase of 43, from 543 to 586, in appeals heard by the Judges on 
circuit, following upon increases of 45 in 1873, of 25 in 1872 and of 108 in 1871 ; the 
number of appeals in 1870, having been only 365. 

The number of presentments fiated by Judges on circuit has been returned for all Presentments 
the counties and ridings as 55,240. The railway traverses against the award of valuators 
for compensation for land, under the Railways (Ireland) Act, 1851, which have been traverses. 11 ° ‘ er 
returned, were only 3 in number, for £794. The traverses other than railway traverses 
in 1874 returned, were 52 in number, and for the gross amount of £4,423. 

In 1874 there were 8 election petitions : — 1 was withdrawn, in 2 cases no security was Election Petitions, 
given, 2 elections were declared valid and 3 declared void. The costs allowed were 
£1,067. 



The following summary gives a comparative view of the Court business in Chancery Court of 

for the years 1874 and 1873 : — C hancer y. 




This table shows a decrease of Court business in Chancery of 218 proceedings, 
reducing the number of petitions, bills, informations, and special cases heard 1 and orders 
made without petitions from 1,417 to 1,199. 
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Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



The proceedings in the office of the Lord Chancellor’s Secretary are given in the 
following summary, and show a decrease of 55 petitions in 731, or 7 per cent. : — 



High Court oj 
Chancery. 
Lord Chancellor’s 

Secretary’s Office. 



Loan Chancel, .on’s Secretaev’s Off.ce. 


1874. 1 


| 1873. 


Increue, I 


Decrease, 


Total number of petitions, 


676 


731 




55 


Fiats in chamber, 


268 


347 


_ 


59 


Orders for hearing : — 


159 


189 


_ 


30 




112 


99 


13 




Before Vice-Chancellor, 


117 


96 


21 


- 


Warrants as to Magistrates’ Commissions, 


158 


155 


3 


- 



Of the total number, 676, above stated, 135 were petitions in lunacy, 263 were in 
matters relating to minors, and the remainder, 278, are returned as petitions in “other 
matters on the whole there was a decrease of 55 petitions, leaving the number, how- 
ever, still 1 above the number in 1872. The number of minors protected by the Court 
of Chancery at the end of the year was 1,098 ; but as there were 475 minor matters, it 
would appear that the latter number of families of minors are all that the Court of 
Chancery protects. 



Mastorof the Rolls’ In the office of Secretary to the Master of the Rolls the number of petitions was 106, the 

Secretary s Office. g ref| ^ er p ar £ 0 f were petitions under the Trustee Acts and under the Public Works 
and Railway Acts. These petitions are not in addition to, but are included in the petitions 
upon which the Lord Chancellor in Chamber made an order for hearing at the Rolls. 

Chief Clerks’ The following is a summary of the proceedings in the Chambers of the Lord 

proceedings in Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor, under the Chancery 
Chambers! Act (30 & 31 Vic., c. 44): — 




The result of the above table is to show an increase in the number of proceedings in 
the Chambers of the Lord Chancellor, the Master of the Rolls, and the Vice-Chancellor,, 
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amounting to 123 in summonses, increasing them in 1874 to 1,547. There was also an 
increase in appointments disposed of amounting to 57, raising the number to 4,186, and 
in orders of the class drawn up in Chambers, amounting to 29, raising the number to 
946. 

There was, on the other hand, a very large decrease in the amount of property 
passed in accounts other than Receivers’ accounts, from £685,901 returned for 1873, 
to 222,702 in 1874. 

In the office of the Registrars of the Court of Chancery, the total number of orders 
drawn up in 1874 was 2,050. As compared with 2,433 orders in 1873, there is a falling- 
off of 383. The total number of orders drawn up in preceding years are returned as 
follows:— In 1869, 2,420; in 1870, 2,538; in 1871, 2,417; in 1872, 2,663. 

These totals all include Side Bar Orders, which were in 1874, 648. As compared 
with 753 Side Bar Orders in 1873, the part of the total falling-off due to Side Bar 
Orders was 105. The Side Bar Orders in preceding years were, in 1869, 730 ; in 1870, 
758 ; in 1871, 811 ; in 1872, 854. 

The returns as to orders for 1866, 1867, and 1868 are not made on a principle uniform 
with those in subsequent years, or as explained in the notes on a plan uniform with one 
another, and so do not admit, without revision, of the same comparison. 

The return of the Accountant-General is made up for the year ended 1st October, 
1874, and as compared with the return for 1873 is as follows : — 

Yew ended Year ondod Increue, 

let Oct., 1874. let Oct., 1873. 1874. 

Balance at the end of year, . . £5,187,649 £5,015,562 £172,187 

These figures indicate an increase in the value of the property administered by the 
Court of Chancery. 

In the Crown and Hanaper Office there were, during the year 1874, 3,232 official acts, 
as compared with 3,687 in 1873, being a decrease of 455, following, however, a large 
increase of 1,386 in 1873. 

The non-extension to Ireland of the reforms contained in the Lunacy Regulation Acts, 
1853 and 1862, which had been observed upon in earlier volumes of these statistics, 
was terminated by Lord O’Hagan’s Lunacy (Ireland) Act, 1871, Stat. 34 Vie., c. 22, and 
the General Orders in Lunacy of 12th July, 1871, founded thereon. 

The chief business in the Lunacy Office in 1874 compared with 1873 was as follows : — 



Lunact Office. 


1874. 


1873. j 


I "S”’ 


Docrcase, 

1874. 




283 


294 ' 




11 




301 


371 




70 


Reports of Masters, .... 


75 


82 






Accounts taken by Masters, . 






8 






£ 


£ 


£ 




Amount of receipts on such accounts, . 


88,858 


72,021 


16,837 





This summary indicates a decrease in the orders and affidavits, following, however, an 
increase in each of the preceding years, the orders in 1871, having been only 191, and 
the affidavits filed 232. 

The number of lunatics under the care of the Court at the close of 1874 was 205, 
being 7 more than at the close of 1873, and 50 more than at the end of 1871. This 
increase for three years in succession is satisfactory evidence of the working of the Act ; 
still, when 565 lunatics were returned by Clerks of Petty Sessions as committed as 
dangerous within the year, and 159 were returned as admitted to private lunatic asylums, 
25 is a small number to have been brought under the benefit of the protection of the 

K 
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Court for their property and persons within the year. Of this 25 only 2 were found 
lunatic by inquisition, 23 having been declared lunatic under the less expensive pro- 
ceeding provided by the Act of 1871. 

In the Record and Writ Office the bills and summonses filed were 483. Owing to 
the absence of the return for 1873, they must be compared with the number in 1872 
(494), which was somewhat more. On the other hand, the fees collected, showing the 
importance of the business, were £7,959 as compared with £6,823 in 1872. 

In the course of the year the retirement of Master Brooke and Master Murphy took 
place so that the statistics now relate only to the business in the office of the Receiver 
Master, which is shown in the following table. Some of the business pending in the 
offices of the Masters who have retired was transferred into the Chambers of the Lord 
Chancellor, and appears in the return of his Chief Clerk. The Receiver-Master has 
also the audit of the accounts of County Treasurers and of the Collector-General of Rates 
in the city of Dublin. 




These figures show a decrease in the Chancery business transacted by the Receiver- 
Master. 

ClnWeety Taxing The following is a summary of the returns made by the Taxing Masters, showing the 
business transacted in their offices in 1874, compared with 1873 : — 



CuANGEttr Taxing Office. 


.874. 


1873. 


Increase, 


Decrease, 

1874. 


Number of bills taxed, 

Number of items, 

Amount of Chancery Fund on summons 
and certificate, 

Amount of costs claimed, . 

Amount of costs allowed, 


1,010 

164,274 


1,251 

191,150 


; 


241 

26,876 


£ s. d. 
2,136 0 0 
89,798 0 0 
64,755 0 0 


£ s. d. 
2,569 0 0 
96,312 0 0 
79,722 0 0 


£ s. d. 


£ s. d. 
463 0 0 
6,514 0 0 
14,967 0 0 



These figures show a decrease of 26,876 in the number of items taxed, with a decrease 
of 241 in the number of bills of costs. In the amount of costs allowed there was a 
decrease of £14,967, against an increase of £4,440 in the year 1873. 

Examiner's Office. In the Examiner’s Office witnesses were examined in 29 causes in 1874, against 16 
in 1873 ; but the total number of persons examined was 70, against 29 in the preceding 
year. 

Landed Estates In the Landed Estates Court the net rental sold was £63,712, and the purchase money 
Co " rL -was £1,145,935 or 18 years purchase, on an average. of all interests and all tenures. 

Of this rental £1 4y7 8 1 was fee-simple, and it sold for *£337,016 or 22'S years purchase. 
Taking 3 years ended 1874, the average price of fee-simple was 21 ‘38 years, and of all 
interests and tenures including fee-simple 19T0 years. For 3 years ended 1869, the 
average price of all interests and tenures, including fee-simple, was 17’43, and of fee- 
simple was 21 - 9 4 years. The slight fall in fee-simple for the 3 years average ended 
* House of Commons Paper, 1875, No. 62, p. 2. 
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1874, as compared with 3 years ended 1869, was confined to the province of Leinster 
alone, where the average fell from 23 '50 to 21 '23 years. In Munster it rose from 21 '61 
to 22 - 58, in Ulster from 23'07 to 23’53, and in Connaught from 18'26 to 18‘97. 

Taking the fee-simple land as the best standard of value, these figures show no de- 
preciation of land since the passing of the Land Act, except in Leinster. Had that Act 
produced any large or general depreciation it would have extended as to fee-simple 
land to all the provinces, and would probably have considerably affected the averages 
of all interests, though necessarily not admitting of an exact comparison. 

There were 371 petitions filed in the Record and Affidavit Office in 1874, against 
377 in 1873. The number of affidavits filed was 5,023. Tenants’ objections were 402, 
as against 239 in 1873. 

In the Taxing Office the amount taxed and certified in the year ended 31st July, 1874, 
was £38,402, against £40,687 in the preceding year. 

It thus appears that the petitions filed showed a slight decrease of 6 in 377, or 
less than 2 per cent. The costs taxed showed a decrease of £2,285, or 6 per cent. 
On the other hand, there was an increase of 140 in affidavits filed, and of 163 in tenants’ 
objections. 

In the Record of Title Office the titles to 40 estates were recorded in 1874. Of 
these 20 were less than £1,000 in value, 18 were of £1,000 and under £10,000 in 
value, and 2 were estimated at £10,000 and upwards. The total sum paid for 
these estates, as estimated from the consideration-money in the deeds of conveyance, 
was £101,000, and the mortgages and charges recorded amounted to £23,212. There 
was 1 application to record land under the 51st section, though an interval had 
elapsed since the declaration of the Court. The proceedings under the Land Deben- 
ture Act, 1865, were nil. The total number of estates, the titles to which have 
been recorded in the Record of Title Office since its establishment in 1865, under Stat 
28 & 29 Viet., c. 88, sec. 67, is 580, the total value of which is stated to be £2,028,913; 
the mortgages and charges recorded amount to £278,423. As the record of title is 
limited to cases of absolute title, the benefit of the machinery thus provided is 
lost in the cases where it would be most appreciated and where it is most wanted — that 
of marketable titles, which after a lapse of time will become perfect. Again, to suit 
cases like those of the value of less than £1,000, a system of optional local registry, on 
the principle that wills and marriages are locally registered, with central check registry, 
would be advantageous. 



Part II. 
Statistics. 

Landed Estates 
Court. 



Record and 
Affidavit Office. 

Taxing Office. 



Record of Title 
Office. 



The jurisdiction of the Court of Probate in Ireland is similar to that of the English Court of Probate. 
Court. The following is a summary of the business of the Court and the Principal 
Registry ; — Registry. 
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In the District Registries of the Court of Probate the chief business in 1874 and 1873 
was as follows : — 



Court op Probate— District Reoistries. 


187*. 


| n 




m*' 














1,161 


1,147 




— 




778 


748 








195 


236 






Granted under direction of J udge : 












15 










7 






























1 


















Letters of administration with tho Will annexed, 


1 


3 


- 




Total 


2,159 


2,144 


15 


- 




£ 


£ 


£ 




Total amount of fees received, . 


7,821 


7,614 


207 





It appears from these tables that there was a slight increase in probates and 
letters of administration in the District Registries — of from 2,144 in 1873 to 2,159 
in 1874, or an increase of 15. The very small amount of contentious business — only 50 
trials and causes heard by the Judge in relation to 1,864 probates and administrations in 
the Central Registry — indicates the satisfactory working of the law of Wills and the 
probate jurisdiction for the class of cases disposed of at the Principal Registry. 

The Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery is also Accountant-General of the 
Court of Probate. His return states that there were only 4 accounts open on the 
1st October, 1874, and that the total amount of cash and other effects carried over in 
the books was £2,216. 

From a return received from the Comptroller of Stamp Duties, it appears that the 
amount of property under which probates and administrations were sworn in 1874 was 
£6,361,915, and the amount of duty received thereon was £122,402. 

Since 1st January, 1871, the jurisdiction as to matrimonial causes and matters has 
been transferred to the Court of Probate. A return of proceedings has been received 
for 1874, and also of proceedings under the Legitimacy Declaration Act (Ireland), 1868. 
It appears that there were 8 petitions filed in matrimonial causes and matters during 
the year ; 4 citations were issued, 3 appearances entered, and 4 answers filed. There 
were 2 decrees for divorce a mensd et ihoro, and 1 decree for restitution of conjugal 
rights. There were 15 motions during the year. 

The jurisdiction as to divorce in Ireland is still founded on the precedent of the 
Ecclesiastical Courts, and corresponds to that which existed in England before the 
Divorce Court was established in 1857 ; so that the action for criminal conversation 
still continues distinct from the proceedings for a divorce, and a complete divorce in 
Ireland still requires a private Act of Parliament. 

The practice and procedure of the High Court of Admiralty in Ireland was assimilated 
to that of the High Court of Admiralty in England in 1867 by Stat. 30 & 31 Viet., c. 114. 
The Irish Court, was not, however, given any jurisdiction in prize cases. 

In 1869 the power of conferring Admiralty jurisdiction upon County Courts in 
England, by order in Council, under Stat. 31 & 32 Viet.; c. 71, was followed by an 
important extension of the jurisdiction of such Courts to certain maritime causes, 
including a large part of the disputes as to freight and demurrage in which foreign 
traders are so much interested. The former of these enactments was already provided 
for in Ireland by the fourth part of the Act of 1867 ; but the latter (Stat. 32 & 33 Viet., 
c. 51,) has created a substantial difference between Irish and English jurisdiction in 
maritime causes. 
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The following summary gives the number and nature of the causes before the High 
Court of Admiralty during 1874, and those for the previous year, for comparison 






Cause. Instituted duriuj Year. 


In sr 


Derr™. 


Nature op Causes. 


1874. 


m 






Salvage, . • • 

Damage by collision. 




17 

16 


8 

24 


9 


8 


Bottomry, . • 

Actions for necessaries supplied, . 




10 


21 




11 


Towage, - 












Wages (seamen), . 




J: 








Wages (Masters) and disbursements, 






3 




1 






„ 


3 






Ownership, 
Other causes, 




14 


13 


1 


- 


Total, 


72 


76 


~ 


4 
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It will be seen that there has been a decrease of 4 in the number of actions instituted 
in 1874 as compared with the number in 1873. 

The following summary shows the proceedings during 1874, compared with those in 
1873 



Proceed isos is Admiraltt Cases. 


j 


1873. 




Dee^se, 


Motions and Summonses, • 


152 | 


79 


73 




Judgments and Decrees, . • 

Instruments prepared in Registry, 


241 


164 


77 




Total, 


420 


256 


164 





These figures show an increase of 164 in proceedings in Admiralty in 1874 as compared 
with 1873, following an increase of 132 in 1873. 



Up to 1872 the law of Bankruptcy in Ireland differed from that in England, being Bankruptcy an 
regulated by the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, passed in 1857. Between 1857 Solvency. 
and 1872 alterations had been twice made in the law of Bankruptcy in England— in Bankruptcy. 
1861 and 1869. The reform in the Bankruptcy law of Ireland, in analogy to, though 
not in strict identity with, the English Act, was carried out by the Bankruptcy 
(Ireland) Amendment Act, 1872, which came into operation on 1st of January, 1873. 

The Chief Registrar has made a return as to the proceedings in Bankruptcy in 1874. 

The following summary shows the proceedings which can be compared with those under 



the previous law : — 



Proceedings in Bankruptct. 


«- 






Deerease, 


Petitions of Bankruptcy : 


227 


195 


32 




By Creditors, . 


121 


144 




23 


By Debtors, . • 


5,602 


4,633 


969 




Sittings before the Court, . 


2,796 


2,051 


745 




Sittings before the Chief Registrar, • 
Petitions for Arrangement, • 


288 


270 


18 





The prisoners for debt in the several gaols who had subscribed declarations of poverty 
to be discharged as pauper debtors, were 45, as compared with 153 in 1873. 

It appears that the number of petitions of Bankruptcy in 1874 was 348, as compared 
with 339 in 1873, or 9 more than in that year. The petitions for arrangement increased 
from 270 in 1873 to 288 in 1874. 
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| - ' I- The return also states the amount claimed in bills of costs in proceedings in 

-r. Bankruptcy to have been £16,803. From this sum £2,449 was deducted in taxation, 

leaving £14,354 as the amount certified. 

dhe delay in extending to Ireland the principle of abolition of imprisonment for debt, 
,,,„i 7 s0 far as tliafc abolition was embodied in the English Act of 1869, (32 & 33 Viet., c. 83,) 
has also been terminated by the Debtors (Ireland) Act of 1872. The Insolvency 
jurisdiction was thus abolished from 1st of January, 18-73. There were, however, some 
proceedings in winding up the cases previously in the; Court. The statistics of these, 
so far as they admit of being compared with the corresponding figures for the previous 
year, are compared in the following table : — 



Proceedings in Insolvency. 


| 1874. 


| 1873. 


Increase, 


V mT’ 


Petitions in which dividends were declared, 

Sittings before the Court in Dublin for all purposes in Insolvency 
„ before the Chief Clerk, ... 7 ’ ' 

Hills of costs taxed by the Chief Clerk, 


57 

140 

161 

37 


71 | 
277 , 
179 | 
60 


: 


14 

137 

18 

23 



It appears that there was a decrease of 137 in the sittings before the Court for all 
purposes of Insolvency, and of 18 before the Chief Clerk. 



The sittings before the Court in Bankruptcy, however, increased by 969, so that 
there was a net increase in the Court business (including both Bankruptcy and 
Insolvency) in the year, of 832 sittings on the previous number, 4,910. 

Under the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, 1-857, Stat. 20 & 21 Viet., c. 60, s. 407, 
the Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery in Ireland was appointed Accountant- 
General in Bankruptcy and in Insolvency ; but hitherto no account has been open, nor 
have any funds of the suitors of the Court been standing to his credit. 

The following sums were standing of the dividend account, with the privity of the 
Chief Registrar : — 

Cash. Stock. 

To credit of unclaimed dividend account, 1874, . 6,389 *0 0 23 foo *6*0 

Ditto, ditto, 1873, . 4,691 0 0 23^500 0 0 

A table has been compiled from the unpublished returns of the Official Assignees to 
Parliament under the Irish Bankrupt and Insolvent Act, 1857, showing the state of 
the bankruptcies and insolvencies in the charge of each of the Official Assignees in 1874. 

The officers of the Supreme Courts of Appeal for Ireland have furnished returns with 
respect to the business which came before the Courts in 1874. 

There was an appeal from Ireland in an Admiralty case from the Court of Appeal in 
Chancery, to Her Majesty in Council, but it was not disposed of. 

The number of appeals from Ireland to the House of Lords in 1874 was 2, both from 
the Chancery Appeal Court, and none from the Exchequer Chamber; these added to 
4 cases in arrears, made 6 to be disposed of. One case was withdrawn, in 4 cases judg- 
ment were delivered, and 3 decrees of the Chancery Appeal Court and 1 decision of 
the Exchequer Chamber were affirmed. Thus only one cause remained in arrear at the 
end of 1874, as compared with 4 at the end of 1873, 1872, and 1871. 

The Privy Council in Ireland hears applications for orders to vest burial-grounds 
in proprietors of demesnes, under the Irish Church Act, 1869, s. 26, and appeals against 

ishery by-laws. There were 23 applications as to burial-grounds, including 1 
remaining from 1873 ; 6 were recommended by the Committee of the Privy Council, 4 
were rejected or withdrawn, and 13 were pending at the close of 1874, as compared with 
J “ ^ . . ° f 1 ® 78> There was 1 a PP eal a g a mst a by-law made by the Inspectors of 
Irish Fisheries, under section 10 of 32 & 33 Viet., c. 92, and the by-law was disapproved. 
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The number of appeals to the Chancery Appeal Court in 1874 and 1873 is shown 



in the following table : — 



Appeals to Chancery Appeal Court. 


1874. 


1873. 


'TaT | UC 1874.”’ 


Set down for argument, .... 




30 


6 | 


Appeals fi om — 






1 


Lord Chancellor, . . 










3 


11 


- 8 




20 


10 




Judge of Landed Estates Court, . 


5 






Judge of Court of Probate, . 








Judges in Bankruptcy and Insolvency : 








Judge Miller, .... 








J udge Harrison, .... 








Judge of Admiralty Court, . 








Judge in Matrimonial Causes, 


' 


1 


1 



There was an increase in the business of the Court, of 6 appeals- — from 30 in 1873 to 
36 in 1874. There was a remanet at the beginning of the year, but none at the close ; 
17 judgments were affirmed, 17 varied or reversed, and 3 struck out or withdrawn. 



Oliai 



In the Court of Exchequer Chamber there were 24 memoranda of error and notices of Eichcqi.t 
appeal lodged in 1874, viz. : — 6 from the Queen’s Bench, 9 from the Common Pleas, 
and 9 from the Exchequer. There were besides 4 remanets from 1873. Only 4 cases 
were disposed of — 2 judgments affirmed, 1 reversed, and 1 case struck out ; 6 cases are 
remanets or stand for judgment, and 18 cases are lodged but not yet- set down for 
argument. 

The return from the' Exchequer Chamber shows 3 registry appeals under the Irish Rc ? 18 "'’ 
Parliamentary Voters Act (Stat. 13 & 14 Viet., c. 69,) in 1874; 1 was dismissed with 
costs and 2 stand for judgment. 

There was 1 case returned as reserved for the twelve Judges, on a question arising Rettn 
under Statute 19 and 20 Vic., c. 102, s. 97, and under the Common Law Procedure ^J* 1 ' 
Amendment Act (Ireland), 1870, s. 6. 



In the Court for Land Cases Reserved there was 1 remanet from 1873, and 1 set Land 
down. Of the 2 cases 1 was still a remanet at the end of 1874. In the case disposed 
of, the judgment below was affirmed. 



The. statistics as to number of distinct cases and result of proceedings under the 
Landlord and Tenant Act, passed in 1870, are not so complete for 1874 as for 1873, 5 
Clerks of the Peace having neglected to make returns who; had made returns for 1873; 
while only 1 was in default in 1873, who has made returns for 1874. 





1874 


i 


Increase in 


Dccrtasu in 












Total number of cases, .... 


1,061 


726 


335 


- 




222 


236 


- 


14 


Withdrawn and settled, . • 




155 




13 


• Postponed and adjourned, . . 

Ruled “ nil ” and not heard, . 

Referred to ai-bitration, . . 




104 


367 





44 


23 


1!) 





It appears from this table that the increase in the number of cases was 335. The 
increase is accounted for by the increase of 334 cases in the county of Tyrone, nearly all 
for the Ulster Tenant-right. 
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Pirt II. There are, so far as returned, 20 cases of applications by tenants to confirm the granting 

Statistics. ^ eases » as compared with 9 in 1873, and 8 applications by tenants of intention to 
„ — — , register improvements, as compared with 4 in 1873. 

Courttof Chairmen 

of Couniiet and In the following table the number of cases disposed of in each province and each 
Jiec ortUn . county is shown : — 




The land cases in 1874 (using the figures for 1873. for the counties with returns in 
default) were, 1,061, as compared with 726 in 1873. There was a decrease of 51 in the 
land cases in Connaught, of 18 in Leinster, and of 5 in Munster; whilst in Ulster there 
was an increase of 409 cases — 334 in Tyrone, 88 in Londonderry, 16 in Armagh, 9 in 
Donegal, and 3 in Monaghan, while there was a decrease of 14 in Fermanagh and 18 
in Antrim. 
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If this number,' 1,061, be compared with the 526,000 agricultural holdings at yearly 1’muII. 

tenancies, it gives about the proportion of 20 in every 10,000 holdings on an average. statistics 

In Ulster the proportion was above this average, being 39 in the 10,000 holdings. In 

Connaught, Leinster, and Munster the proportion was below average, being only 6 in 
the 10,000 yearly holdings. i n Leinster, 5 in Connaught, and 4 in Munster. The 3 Recorders. 
counties most above average in 1874 were — Tyrone 147, Londonderry 104, Fermanagh L . iml Sessions. 
34, in the 10,000 yearly holdings. Of those from which returns were received in 187 4, 
the 4 counties where there was the least resort to the Land Courts were — Carlow, 

Wicklow, Longford, and King’s county. 

Upon the 21 per cent, of cases in which there were decrees, the total amount Decrees, 
adjudged on the decrees was £19,450, only £178 below £19,628, the amount for which 
decrees were given in 1873. 



The following table shows the distribution of the amount in the different provinces, in 
1874 and in 1873 for comparison : — 




It appears from this table that the average gross amount awarded, without deducting- 
allowances for set-off to landlord, for dilapidation, rent, &c., was in all Ireland £87 as 
compared with £83 in 1873. In Munster it was £100, as compared with £113 in 1873 ; 
in Leinster it was £66, as compared with £76 in 1873 ; and in Connaught £48, as com- 
pared with £55 in 1873. In Ulster alone was there a larger amount in 1874, £101 as 
compared with £80 in 1873. The average of 1874, £87, is still above the average of 
the three years 1871, 1872, and 1873, which was £82. 

The statistics of the whole three years indicate that the farms in respect of which the 
claims are made are of a small class. 



The next most important figures are those indicating the proportion of proceedings Grounds of 
under the different grounds of compensation recognised by the Act. compensatio 

In the following table the amount of compensation adjudged, under each ground of 
compensation, is shown as to £19,450, in 1874, and as to £18,713 in 1873 : — 



Classification of «ross Amount adjuoosd in Decrees at 




.... 


- 






1874. 


1873. 


1874. 


1873. 


Gross sum adjudged in counties where classification returned, 


£ 

19,450 


£ 

18,713 


100 


100 


For Loss on quitting holding and Improvements 
together, ..... 


8,688 


11,849 


46 


64 


„ Ulster Tenant-right, .... 


5,954 


2,122 


30 


11 


,, Improvements alone, .... 


2,783 


2,492 


14 


13 


„ Loss on quitting holding alone, 


2,003 


2,250 


10 


12 


„ Incoming payments, .... 


22 









L 
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Paht II. Taking the province of Ulster alone, the sum adjudged was distributed in these 
Judicial proportions : — 

Statistics. 



lourts of Chairmen 
of Counties and 
Recorders. 

Land Sessions. 



- — A.*, — . 


A— 


r„ r 




1874. 


1873. , 


1874. 


1873. 




£ 


£ 






Gross sum adjudged in counties where classification returned, 


9,186 


7,523 


100 


100 


For Ulster Tenant-right, 


5,954 


2,122 


64 


28 


„ Loss on quitting holding and Improvements together, 


2,011 


3,772 


22 


50 


„ Improvements alone, .... 


714 


900 


8 


12 


„ Loss on quitting holding alone, 


485 


729 


5 


10 


,, Incoming payments, .... 


22 j 


- 


1 





It appears from these figures that the class under which the largest aggregate 
amount was decreed in 1874 — the Ulster tenant-right custom — was 64 per cent., as 
compared with 28 per cent, in 1873 and 69 per cent, in 1872. There was a proportionate 
reduction in the other classes — from 50 per cent, to 22 per cent, in loss. on quitting 
holding and improvements together, from 12 to 8 per cent, in improvements alone, and 
from 10 to 5 per cent, in loss on quitting holding. The only claim for incoming pay- 
ments was in Ulster, and was for the small sum of £22. 

The statistics of proceedings in the Courts of Chairmen of Counties and Courts of 
Recorders have been simplified, as in 1873 and 1872, by collecting into one table all suits 
entered, whether ejectments, causes remitted from the Superior Courts, special jurisdic- 
tion of Recorders, or other suits. In the preceding volumes these were contained in four 
tables. 

Ejectments. In ejectments entered there was an increase : — 

For 1874 ‘ 6,116 

For 1873, ..... 5,662 

Increase in 1874, . . 454 

In cases remitted from the Superior Courts which were entered below there was 
an increase, from 110 in 1873 to 127 in 1874. In other suits there was an increase from 
95,385 in 1873 to 110,630 in 1874. In the gross amount decreed there has been an 
increase, from £344,408 in 1873 to £383,416 in 1874. There were only 161 cases 
disposed of by a jury. The decrees other than by consent were. 65,229, the decrees by 
consent were 2,650, making total decrees 67,879, and the total dismisses were 9,564, 
of which 5,945 were without prejudice. 

In addition to the returns of Civil Bill proceedings, returns have been obtained from 
the Process Servers, who are appointed under statute by the Chairmen, and whose 
salary is annually voted by Parliament. Out of the entire number of Process Servers 
(805), ail but 53, or 7 per cent., have made returns. In former reports their returns — 
with an estimate for deficient returns — afforded a basis of comparing, as in' the land cases 
the relative amount of ordinary civil business arising in each county. In this report 
the number of suits entered has been taken as a more perfect basis now that the returns 
of the Clerks of the Peace for 1873 and 1874 taken together are more complete than in 
preceding years. 



Suits entered and 
lodged. 
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Number of Suits Entered and Lodged. 




Part II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



Courti of Chair- 



Numbor of Suits 
entered and 
lodged compared 
with population in 
Counties, Ac. 



It appears from this table that the number of suits entered and lodged was in Ulster 
8,848 in excess of the average of Ireland, and in Munster 3,829 ; in Connaught it was 
2,875, and in Leinster 9,927 below average. 

The counties most above average in Ulster were — Londonderry 3,230 in excess, anti 
Tyrone, 1,946. 

In Munster the county most above average was Kerry — 2,496. 



In Connaught the county most above average was Mayo — 1,312. 

The counties most below average were— Galway, 4,428, Dublin 2,395 (arising no 
doubt, from the proximity to the Superior Courts), Meath 1,500, and Westmeath 
1,359. 

L 2 
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Part II. In the following summary the statistics, of appeals and applications for spirit licences 

Judicial a fc Quarter Sessions-are- compared with- the figures for 1-8-73 : 




The number of appeals from Magistrates heard at Quarter Sessions, as appears from 
the above figures, was less in 1874 than in 1873 ; the number in -the earlier year being 
622, against 595 in. the later, showing a decrease in 1§74 of 27. . Only 450 appeals, 
however, appear to have been heard and decided in Court, and in 310 cases the previous 
decisions were affirmed, and in 140 reversed or varied. 

The number of applications for spirit licences in 1874 also shows a decrease of ll7, pre- 
senting a marked contrast to the increase of 732 in the preceding year. ■ There was, 
however, an increase of 58 in the number of original applications granted, against a 
decrease of 162 in the licenses transferred. 



Sheriffs' 

Proceedings. 



The following is a summary of the returns of Sheriffs of Counties and of Counties of 
Cities and Towns included in the table with respect to the execution of ejectments : — 




From this table it appears that in 1874 there were 2,170 ejectments executed by 
Sheriffs in Ireland, showing an increase of 393 on the number in 1873. The last column 
in the above table shows the proportion of ejectments to the holdings exceeding 1 statute 
acre; and it appears that this was highest in Leinster, where the proportion was 61 in 
every 10,000 of the holdings, and lowest in Connaught, where it was 25 in an equal 
number of holdings. 

In order, however, to obtain the total number of ejectments executed in Ireland during 
the year, it is necessary to add to the number (2,170) given in the above summary the 
* Thom’s Statistics of Ireland, 1874, p. 782. 
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number (334) of warrants issued at Petty Sessions against cottier tenants for waste, non- 
payment of rent, and for overholding, undersections 84, 85, and 86 of Statute 23 & 24 
Vie., c. 154, and the number (5,758) of warrants against overholding weekly tenants in 
towns, under Statpte 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, .sec. 15.... .This, gives a total of 8,262 as the 
number of ejectments for execution in Ireland in 1874. 



PaRT'H. 

J union r. 
Statistics. 

.54mF 

I'roceedinys. 

Ejectments 



Of the number of ejectments given in the above summary as executed, it appears that 
1,567 were for non-payment of rent, showing an increase of 311 above the number (1,256) 
in 1873, and 767 on the number (800) in 1872." The 603 “other ejectments” showed a 
similar, but not so great, increase above the number (521) in 1873, and (3.73) in 1872. 
In connexion with the increase of “ other ejectments,” the large increase of writs of fieri 
facias is to be borne in mind, as in the case of a sale under one of these writs, the 
process of recovering possession, if refused, is for the purchaser from the Sheriff to bring 
an : ejectment. These proceedings, arising out of writs sued by the "creditors of the 
tenant, have nothing to do with the relation of landlord and tenant. 



In the case of cottier tenants and tenants in towns, it appears that the total number 
of ejectments was 6,092, showing an increase of 311 on the number in the preceding 
year, and 1,005 increase on the number in 1872. 



It further appears from the statistics that the proportion of ejectments and Civil Bill 
decrees and dismisses executed by the Sheriffs and by Special Bailiffs was as follows . 



Executed iiv 


>*— 


Procevding. ^ | 




| 


Civil Bills. 


Dismisses. 




Sheriffs, , . . . ■ ■ 

Special Bailiffs, .' 


441 


1,533 


15,938 


17,912 


22 


174 






Total, 


463 


1,607 


25,165 


27,235 



The proceedings of Sheriffs in 1874 other than those having relation to Jurors 
summoned, and than those above referred to, are returned as follows r 



Courts held under Writ of Trial or Inquiry,. . . . . ... 

„ for Compensation under Lands Clauses, Companies Act, &c., 
Posse Comitatus taken, . '■ • • ■ ... - 

Writs of Execution from Superior Courts — Fieri facias, . 

n „ „ Capias ail satisfaciendum, 

Application to "Court in Interpleader, - • - • - 

Replevin Bonds and Affidavits of value, . 

Decrees or Processes executed, vis. : — 

Writs of Habere executed by consent without disturbing Under-Tenant, 
"Number of Under-Tenants acknowledging in such cases, 

Injunctions from Landed Estates Court, and assistance from Chancery, 



35 

4,316 

216 

’58 

37 



61 

249 

16 



14 

1 

27 

,508 

391 

64 

51 



42 

160 

13 



Proceedings of 
Sheriffs other than 
as to J urors 
summoned. 



Along with the jurors summoned by Sheriffs are included the jurors summoned to j mors summoned, 
the Court of Quarter Sessions held by the Becorder and to the Bep.order’s Court in the 
cas.e of the boroughs of Belfast and Londonderry, which have separate Courts of Sessions 
of the Peace, although these are summoned by the Clerk of the Peace of the borough. 

The total number of jurors returned or estimated in the table as summoned in the 
year is 56,394. The’ jurors summohed' are distributed according to the purposes for 
which they were summoned, and so as to show as far as possible the division of duty 
between Special and Common Jurors. ’ For this purpose it has been assumed that the 
Grand Jurors at Assizes are generally qualified as Special Jurors, though this is not 
necessarily the case. 
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Jurors Summoned. 



Part II. 




The summonses for jury service in the county and city of Dublin are nearly double 
what they are in the other counties and cities in Ireland. 



Outside Dublin county and city, the purpose for which jurors were summoned is 
indicated by these figures — 30,450 for Quarter Sessions, Recorders, and Civil Bill 
Courts ; 18,348 for Assizes, and 108 for other purposes. In Dublin county and city the 
Superior Courts and Commission Court required 5,890 ; the Quarter Sessions, Recorder’s, 
and Civil Bill Courts only 1,376, Market Juries 192, and Lunacy Commissions 30. 

The duty as between Special and other Jurors was thus distributed : — 

Special Jurors (including Grand Jurors at Assizes, assumed to be generally of 

that class), 22 ,628 

Other Jurors. . . , , . . _ .21 959 

Either Special or other Jurors, according to rotation, . .11 699 

J...v,rs summoned for other purposes than Superior Courts, Assizes, Quarter 



Total, ..... 56,394 

Of the 22,628 summonses to Special Jurors, only 5,000 count in the rotation to save 
them from serving in turn with other jurors, and for 17,628 summonses no credit is given ; 
12,567 of these arise from their being summoned on Quarter Sessions Grand Juries, 
and 5,061 from their attendance on Grand Juries at Assizes and the Dublin Term 
Grand Juries, recently reduced to a minimum, and the Dublin Commission Court. 

It thus appears that the pressure of duty on Special Jurors in the country arises chiefly 
from Quarter Sessions Grand Juries. In Dublin it arises partly from this, but chiefly from 
the distinct venues in the county and in the city, and from the system of distinct panels 
for each of the Superior Courts. Thus there were summoned for each Term or the after- 
sittings of each of the four Terms in the county and city of Dublin 8 distinct panels 
of Special Jurors of 48 each ; 2 for Queen’s Bench, 2 for the Common Pleas, 2 for the 
Exchequer, and 2 for the Probate Court. There were, besides, 1 Special Jury in the year 
in the Bankruptcy Court and 1 in the Vice-Chancellor’s Court. If there was one venue 



* This is a. 
returned as si 
t This is ac 
the 20 for Ci\ 



: "Fl tp- " Here ociy ioo, or * panels ot 4 <5 |urors each term are 

moned for county, while the note (c) refers to 240, or five times 48 as summoned 
™« t0 tablc in , Appendix (p 227). In note (6) 200 stated for Master’s Juries probably includes 
■il Bill Courts, as the 200 is added in the table as if 180. • 1J includes 
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for the county and city, and one long panel, of 96 for all the Courts each Term, the P.' 
number of Special Jurors summoned might be reduced from 1,632 to 384, or a saving g Jl 

of 1,248 summonses, or nearly three-fourths. 

In the case of Common Jurors, allowing one short panel of 48 for the Master’s Office s ‘ 
and Consolidated Nisi Prius Court in Term, and one long panel of 96 for all the Courts 
at the after-sittings, the number of summonses of Common Jurors might be reduced Jurors 
from 2,508 to 576 in the year, effecting a saving of 1,932 ; adding the Market Jurors to 
these (192), the saving would be 2,124. Taking both Common and Special Jurors together, 
the saving would be 3,372. Having a single venue for the county and city would effect a 
saving of 300 Special Jurors and 480 Common Jurors. So that the number of Jurors 
summoned in the county and city of Dublin might be reduced from 7,488 to 3,316, or 
from 184 in the 10,000 to 84; so that, instead of being double the proportion to 
population in the rest of Ireland, it would be reduced slightly below the proportion in 
the rest of Ireland, which in 1874 was 98 to the 10,000. 

As to the revision of Jurors Lists and Books, returns have been obtained from all Rpvisie 
the Clerks of the Peace except those for Dublin city, Kilkenny, Louth, Meath, West- tionof 
meath, Cork city, and Galway. For these jurisdictions the figures of 1873 have been Books - 



The revision that took place in 1874, following the revision in 1873, may be taken as 
affording a perfect measure of the effect of the Marquess of Hartington’s Jury Act of 
1873, modifying the qualifications under Lord O’Hagan’s Act of 1871, and providing for 
the exclusion of persons who cannot read and write English, and for the Court being 
fully informed of all grounds of exemption or disqualification. 

It appears that the revision involved the striking off of 26,881 out of 87,641* persons, 
or about 31 per cent. ; there were only 14 added on revision. 

Besides those struck off on revision, there were 705 struck off those on the General 
Jurors Books on correction under section 15 of the Act of 1871. The result is to give 
the total number of Jurors on the corrected General Jurors Books in all Ireland, 60,069- 
This is an increase of only 4,609, or less than 8 per cent., on the number on the General 
Jurors Lists in 1871 — the last under the old law — 55,460, 

In the case of 15,516 persons on the Special Jurors Lists, 3,378 persons were struck 
off and 324 added, so that, there was a net revision of 3,054, or 19 per cent. The books 
show 12,455 Special Jurors, and, allowing for 285 struck off and 1 added on correction 
under section 15 of the Juries (Ireland) Act, 1871, the net number of Special Jurors may 
be estimated at 12,171. There are no statistics of the number under the previous law 
to compare this number with. 

There are no Manor Courts in Ireland since the Manor Courts Abolition Act of 1859. Loct ‘ l Charter 
The following summary shows the business in 1874 in the eight Local Charter Courts, ° urU 
which were preserved by the Municipal Corporation Reform Act of 1840, viz. : — 

Clonmel Court of Conscience, Drogheda Court of Conscience, Dublin Lord Mayor’s 
Court, Dublin Court of Conscience, Kilkenny Court of Conscience, Limerick Court 
of Conscience, Londonderry Court of Conscience, and Wexford Court of Conscience. 

There were summonses issued, 6,819, against 7,187 in 1873; causes heard, 4,309; 
amount recovered, £3,236 ; executions issued, 475 ; fees collected, £519, against £539 
in 1873. 

The last table in the Appendix shows the civil business at the Courts of Petty Sessions. i>m ’j Sessions 

The summonses issued were 86,719, which shows a large falling-off— 9,300 — on the Courts. 
number in 1873, and reducing the number below (88,223), the number in 1872, which is 
very nearly one-third of the civil bills othe.r than ejectments served from the Courts of 
Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, the number in 1873 being, allowing for deficient 
returns, 243,336. 



* For Cork City names returned instead of persons. 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Babt 11. 
Statistics. 
Pdly Session* 



Civil oases at Petty Sessions other than proceedings against cottier tenants were 
disposed of as follows : — 

Summonses issued 
Complaints heard, 

Decrees made, 

Warrants issued, 

The table also shows the proceedings relating to cottier tenants under the Landlord 
and Tenant. Act, 1860, (Stat. 23 & 24 Vic., c. 154,) under which cottier tenements may 
be summarily recovered at Petty Sessions, for waste, for non-payment of rent, or for 
overholding. The cases for summary recovery of tenements in towns against weekly 
tenants, under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15, are also shown. 



. 50,141 

. 34,417 

. 7,585 



A cottier tenant is defined by the 81st section of the Act of 1860 to be any person 
holding by agreement or memorandum in writing from the landlord a tenement con- 
sisting of a dwelling-house or cottage without land, or with any portion of land not 
exceeding half an acre statute measure, at a rent not exceeding the rate of £5 by the 
year, for one month, or from month to month, or in like manner for any lesser period 
of time, the landlord undertaking to keep and maintain the dwelling-house or cottage 
in tenantable condition and repair. This definition is held not to include the case of 
weekly tenants, who are dealt with under Stat. 14 & 15 Vic., c. 92, sec. 15, already 
referred to. 

The proceedings against cottier and weekly tenants in 1874 appear from the returns 
to have been as follows : — 




The returns further indicate the number of days on which Petty Sessions were not 
held in consequence of the non-attendance of Magistrates. This number (1,074), as 
compared with 13,688 days on which Petty Sessions Courts other than Police Courts 
were held, gives a proportion of 7 per cent. ; but this proportion is differently distri- 
buted, and reaches 16 per cent, in the province of Connaught, as appears from the 
following table : — 



PROYiaCES. 


of Magistrates. 


Number of ^ 


Proportion 
not held to 




267 


3,599 


Per cent. 












183 






Connaught, 


348 


2,111 


16 


Total (607 Courts) 


1,074 


13,688 


7 



* Not including Dublin Metropolitau'l’olice District (844), in which no local Magistrates sit at Police Court. 
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The local jurisdiction in civil matters is divided in Connaught in the following Past H. 
proportions. ' Jtoioial 

1 1 Statistics. 



Total Local Civil Cases in Connaught, 



81,660 



Petty Sessions 



Processes served for Chairmen of Counties, and Recorders’ Courts 

(exclusive of those served in Land Cases by private Bailiffs), . . 64,023 78 

Summonses for Petty Sessions (exclusive of Cottier Tenant Cases), . 17,637 22 



in Connaught. 



When the Petty Sessions Courts dispose of upwards of one-fifth of the small civil 
cases of the poor, it is a very serious hardship on them when, as in Connaught, the 
Court are on 16 per cent, of days appointed postponed from non-attendance of 
Magistrates. 

In this chapter of the Report, relating to Judicial Statistics, no attempt has been made, Reasons for not 
as in the chapters on Criminal Statistics, to compare the statistics of the proceedings of comparison of 
the Courts in Ireland and in England. Irish and English 

As pointed out in preceding Reports, the very unequal application of modern legal 
reforms to the Courts of the two countries, has produced an amount of diversity of ^ comparison 
practice and procedure from the original common standard, which would make a complete Statistics, 
comparison very complicated and difficult, and render a partial comparison very likely 
to mislead. 



In my Report on the Statistics last year, I referred to the arrears of business in the 
English Courts as to matters comprehended in the Judicial Statistics, as a disturbing 
element in the way of any accurate comparison of the Judicial Statistics of the two 
countries. The Statistics then referred to were those for 1872. The English Statistics 
for 1873 show a continuance of this state of arrear. 

In the House of Lords the appeals in 1783 were 55; the number heard was 31; 
allowing 25 for dismissals and withdrawals the arrears at the end of the year were 34 
cases, only 1 less than the number at the end of 1872, or more than a whole year’s 
business in arrear. 

In the Privy Council the appeals remaining from the previous year were 281, and the 
new entries 108, or 389 to be heard ; the number heard, 114 ; allowing for ] 5 dismissed, 
and 23 apparently withdrawn, the arrears were only reduced from 281 at the end of the 
year 1872 to 237 at the end of 1873, so that this important Court was more than two 
years in arrear. 

In the Court of Chancery the number of causes, motions for a decree, and other pro- 
ceedings pending at the beginning of the year 1873 was 580; at the end of the year 
it was 724, indicating an increasing amount of arrears. 

The arrear at the end of the year was more than one-third of a year’s business, 2,017 
proceedings. In some of the most important branches of business there was a whole 
year. Thus, in special cases there were 21 pending at the beginning of the year, and 1 5 
at the end, giving an average of 18, and the number disposed of in the year was oniy ] 8. 
In causes, the number at the beginning of the year was 91, at the end of the year 
124, or an average of 107^, while the number disposed of in the year was 105. 

This state of permanent arrear renders the Court not well suited to deal with large com- 
plicated cases when they occur. Thus, for two of the heaviest cases that have occurred 
in recent years, special Acts of Parliament were obtained to appoint arbitrators. The 
proceedings before these arbitrators are not, however, included in the English Judicial 
Statistics. 

In the case of the European Insurance Company, when one of the ex-judges who had 
acted as an arbitrator died, the whole business was delayed for some months pending 
the passing of an Act of Parliament for the appointment of a new arbitrator. 

By the previous Acts relating to the appointment of arbitrators in these Insurance 
cases the natural amount of Chancery business had been checked by a provision excluding 

M 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




90 



the right of appeal. This anomaly, when successive arbitrators differed, was. found to 
be an unsatisfactory arrangement. 

The English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners in 1863 observed upon the 
arrears of business in the Superior Courts of Common Law in England. The statistics 
of 1873 indicate that, notwithstanding the increased number of Judges appointed in 
consequence of the jurisdiction as to election petitions, there was still an arrear of 



Past II. 
Judicial 
Statistics. 



The chief end of all common law proceedings is to lead up to a trial at “[ Nisi Prius, 
and to secure a proper verdict, and to carry out the judgment founded thereon. 

In the three Superior Courts of Common Law in England in 1873 no less than 138 
trials (100 in town and 38 on circuit) were postponed “for want of time to try” the cases. 
The fact of such a block of business had, no doubt, a considerable effect upon other 
postponements. The postponements by consent, the postponements by order of the 
Court, &c., and causes stayed amounted to 372. This forced stoppage of cases, again, 
led to cases being referred, but the statistics as to these are not shown separately from 
cases withdrawn. The number of withdrawals, including cases referred,) causes struck 
out, &c., amounted to 1,769. These left only 2,405 causes tried out of 4,624 for trial. 

When a permanent arrear of business of this kind occurs, the statistics no longer 
indicate the natural amount of business that would be brought before the Courts if there 
was time to dispose of it. Again, the cases disposed of cease to be average cases, for in 
such a state of business there .will be a strong tendency to postpone orjrefer to arbitration 
the most complicated cases and those most likely to occupy time. 

In Ireland there is in some of the Courts a similar indication of inability, in point of 
time, to dispose of the business. 

Thus, in the Court of Queen’s Bench in Ireland, out of 214 causes entered for trial in 
1873, 103 were sent to a second Judge to try, and only 22 were returned as tried in 
the primary Court, while the same number of 22 causes were returned as “ postponed 
for want of time to try.” 

The Judicature Act passed for England and the Bill proposed for Ireland are calcu- 
lated, by facilitating the transfer of business from one Court to another, and by extending 
the period of the year for trials at Nisi Prius, to obviate some of the causes of these 
delays ; but in exact proportion to the extent of these changes, will^the statistics of past 
years, affected by the delays of procedure, fail to afford a safe guide as to the amount of 
future business when the causes of delay have been removed, 
icipntcd effect The Irish Laud Act, by giving legal recognition to tenants’ claims for improvements 
"cndT'hiW 1 and under Tenant-right usages, has, besides the direct business of determining the 
.rm” on Ls-'- questions as to these subjects between landlord and tenant, brought the large amount 
“ rt ° g f Irisl ‘ 0 f tenants’ property thus recognised more completely within the jurisdiction of the 
Courts in suits for administration of tenants’ assets, in questions arising out of family 
arrangements and settlements and wills, and in creditor and bankruptcy proceedings. 

When the principles sanctioned by the English Judicature Act have been completely 
extended to Ireland, the full effect of this change will, from the size of Irish tenants’ 
holdings, appear in the first instance in the increased business in the Civil Bill Courts of 
the Chairmen of Counties and Recorders, which correspond to the English County Courts. 

The appeals from the Irish County Courts are heard by the twelve Judges of the 
Common Law Courts on Circuit or at the Consolidated Nisi Prius Court in Dublin, in 
the form of rehearings, and not, as in England, in the form of error from inferior Courts— 
case stated, or mere appeal without rehearing. 

The new business arising from the complete recognition of tenants’ property, to the 
value of many milli ons, will, when the pending legal reforms are completed, thus have an 
immediate considerable effect upon the business of the Irish County Courts and of the 
twelve Common Law Judges, upon whom the Circuit business devolves. 
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SUMMARY. 

The following is a Summary of the principal results noticed in the preceding 
Report : — 

CHAPTER I.— STATISTICS OF CRIME. 

1. The statistics relate chiefly to the year 1874; but some of the most important 
figures are brought up to the 31st of July in the present year. 

(a.) The agrarian outrages specially reported in the first seven months of 1875 were 
only 82, as compared with 131 in the first seven months of 1874. 

( b .) The yearly number of agrarian outrages on an average of 1873 and 1874, was 
233, whilst the average ten years before (1862-63) was 324. 

(c.) As to crime in general, the first seven months of 1875 contrast favourably with 
the first seven months of the preceding year. 

2. Taking the usual standard of serious crime, indictable offences not disposed of 
summarily, the amount in 1874 (6,662) was lower than in any year since the statistics 
were first in a complete shape in 1864. There has been a decrease for four years in 
succession, and the number is now 4,203 below the number (10,865) in 1864, eleven 
years previously. 

3. This progress is slightly greater than what has taken place in England and Wales 
in the eleven years ended 1873 (the last published Statistics). The number of indict- 
able offences not disposed of summarily in a portion of the population of England and 
Wales equal to that of Ireland was, in 1863 14,111, in 1873 10,276, showing a decrease 
of 3,835, which is less than the decrease of 4,203 in Ireland above noticed during an 
equal number of years ended 1874. 

4. The decrease of English crime still leaves it, in 1873, at 10,276, a figure higher than 
Irish crime has been at in any year since 1864, and 3,614 above 6,662, the number of 
Irish crimes in 1874. 

5. Some other statistics throw light on the causes of this highly satisfactory state of 
affairs in Ireland, as compared with England and Wales. 

(a.) The Police in Ireland amount to 22 in every 10,000 of the population, whilst in 
England and Wales they are only 12. 

(£>.) There are in every part of Ireland Stipendiary Magistrates, with whom (except 
in Dublin Police district) Justices of the Peace have concurrent jurisdiction. In England 
and Wales these officers are confined to the Metropolis and some of the larger towns. 

(c.) The system of having all prosecutions undertaken by public legal functionaries 
(on the Scotch system of Lord Advocate and Procurators Fiscal), has long prevailed in 
Ireland under the Attorney-General, Crown Counsel, with Sessional and Assizes Crown 
Solicitors. In England and Wales, although the introduction of the Scotch and Irish 
system has been proposed in Parliament for some years, it has not yet been adopted, and 
the Public Prosecutor appeared in 1873, in only 168 mint cases and 32 other cases, 
whilst 13,461 prosecutions at the Assizes, Central Criminal Courts, and Quarter Sessions, 
though paid for by the State were left in private hands. 

6. The efficiency of the Irish system of a numerous and centralized Police Force is 
shown by other figures. For the 6,662 crimes committed, no less than 4,875 persons 
(73 percent.) were apprehended ; whilst in England and Wales, for the same number of 
the crimes returned by the Police 5 ', the apprehensions were only 3,264 (49 per cent.) 

7. (a.) The efficiency of the Irish system of public officials prosecuting, as compared with 
the' English system of leaving prosecutions, though conducted at the public expense, 
almost entirely in private hands, is shown by some other figures. Out of the 4,875 

* The total English figures are, crimes committed, 45,214 ; persons apprehended, 22,377 ; discharged for want 
of evidence or want of prosecution, 6,813. 

M2 
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persons so apprehended in Ireland 1,194 (24 per cent.) were discharged for want of 
evidence or want of prosecution ; in England and Wales, out of the same number of 
persons apprehended for indictable offences, no less than 1,462 (30 per cent.) were dis- 
charged for want of evidence or want of prosecution. 

(&.) The combined results of the Irish systems of proceedure and police as compared 
with the English may be shown in a few figures. 

The Irish Police authorities return that for the 6,662 crimes committed in 1874 they 
succeeded in placing 3,681 criminals under bail, or in having them sent to prison (for 
trial, want of sureties, or further examination). 

The English Police authorities return that for every 6,662 crimes committed in 
England and Wales in 1873 they only succeeded in placing 2,292 criminals under bail, or 
in having them committed to prison in like manner, or 1,589 fewer criminals placed in 
the way of punishment for the same number of crimes. 

Such a relative result of the prosecution of crimes in England and Wales points to the 
differences in the systems of Police and Public Prosecutor as important elements in 
accounting for the larger proportion of crimes in 1873 — 10,276 — for Irish amount of 
population in England as compared with 6,662 crimes in Ireland in 1874. 

8. In some comments on the Irish Criminal Statistics of last year, it was suggested 
that the smaller number of certain crimes in Ireland arose from an excessive number of 
criminals amongst persons of Irish birth in England and Wales. 

It was alleged that while persons of Irish birth in England and Wales were only 
566,540 in number, or one-fortieth of the population, they appeared in the commitments 
to prison as one-seventh of the commitments, and it was thence assumed that they were 
much more criminal than the other inhabitants of the towns or parts of the towns in 
which they resided. 

(a.) It appears from the Census that the persons of Irish birth reside chiefly in the 
large towns, which in England as in Ireland largely exceed other districts in the pro- 
portion of crime to population; thus 91,171 reside in London, 76,761 in Liverpool, 
34,066 in Manchester, and 118,862 in some 60 other large towns. 

(b.) It also appears that persons of Irish birth (owing to adults chiefly migrating) are 
very peculiarly circumstanced as to age ; 498,733 being over 20 years of age, and 
(instead of 424,000 the number to be expected from the distribution of ages in England 
and Wales) only 67,717 under 20. Persons above 20, though only about half the popu- 
lation, commit 80 per cent, of the crime, and allowing for 67,717 Irish under 20, the 
whole number 566,540 may be estimated as belonging to the section of the population 
as to ages (60 per cent, of the total) that commits 90 per cent, of the crime. 

(c.) The commitments to prison have been analysed, and in those for indictable offences 
persons of Irish birth are not one-seventh (or 14 per cent.) but only one-twelfth or 
8 per cent. This makes their criminality as measured by indictable offences only 
65 in the 10,000 of their number ; but the criminality of persons of the same age in 
the entire of London, Liverpool and Manchester, is 76 in the 10,000 of such persons, 
or 11 per 10,000 higher than those of Irish birth. 

(d.) If the English Criminal Statistics and the Census divided such large jurisdictions 
as the London Metropolitan Police District, Liverpool and Manchester into divisions as 
Dublin is divided, the criminality of the persons of Irish birth as compared with the in- 
habitants of the divisions in which they actually reside, would, from the contrast of rich 
and poor divisions as to crime in Dublin, most likely come out still more favourably 
than when compared with the whole population of London, Liverpool and Manchester, 
without any distinction of rich and poor districts. 

(e.) In Dublin the contrast between poorer and richer divisions is still more marked 
in the case of offences disposed of summarily than in the case of indictable offences, 
amounting to 1,778 in the 10,000 population in the A Division (or South-west City), one 
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of the poorer divisions, and to only 555 in the E Division (South City and rural part { 
from Crumlin to Sandymount), one of the richer divisions. These figures show that no s . 

conclusion as to the relative criminality of persons of Irish birth in respect of commi - & 

ments for offences disposed of summarily, can be safely arrived at, without a classification 
of these commitments according to the division of the city where they reside. 

9. A comparison commenced in previous reports has been made between the crime of 0n» 
Ulster, 1874, and Scotland in 1873. . orira< 

The total offences of all kinds— indictable and disposed of summan y— in s er was 
57,976 as compared with 71,313 in a portion of the population of Scotland equal to that 
of Ulster. Ulster presented an unfavourable result in murder and attempts at murder 
and to do grievous bodily harm ; they are 60 as compared with 42 in Scotland, lhc 
total of offences against human life is 95 in Ulster, and only 90 for Scotch population equal 
to that of Ulster. The crimes against veracity are only 3 m Ulster as compared wi i 
11 in Scotland. The crimes against morals are only 31m Ulster as compared with 82 
in Scotch population. The offences against property are only 3,820 as compared with 



12,526 in the Scotch population. q.mnnsed exces . 

(b.) Suggestions have been made as to the excessive criminality of persons of Irish J crimina ,i ty of 
birth in Scotland similar to the statements above considered as to England and Wales, persons oUrish^ 
In Scotland persona of Irish birth in 1871 were 207,770 in number, or about 13 per 



cent., or one-eighth of persons of the same age. 

As to their criminality, I have been informed by the courtesy of the Superintendent 
of Criminal Statistics in Scotland, that there arc no statistics of the commitments of 
persons of Irish birth there The late General Board of Prisons made a rigorous 
effort to keep a record of the birth-places of the inmates of prisons, and the place where 
each had spent the bulk of his life, but after ample trial the results mere found worthless, 
and the attempt was deliberately abandoned.” 

This failure in Scotland as compared with England, arose, no doubt, from the defective 
state of the Scotch Poor Law, with its minute parochial chargeability in 886 parishes 
and five years’ residence, to secure a settlement, instead of one year, and Union 
chargeability* as in England, making people afraid to disclose their history. 

Estimates have been made on good authority, that persons of the Roman Catholic 
religion are about one-third of the prisoners in Scotland, or 33 per cent., while they were 
in 1869 only one-ninth of the population, or 11 per cent. This, however, is not any 
greater proportion of commitments to population than has been already considered in 
the case of persons of Irish birth in England and Wales, while the Scotch criminal 
statistics do not afford facilities for a similar investigation, as they do not distinguish town 
from rural crime. Still less do they distinguish, as in Dublin, the relative criminality 
in the poorer and richer parts of such large towns as Glasgow (the second in the Empire). 

Thus, while the persons of Irish birth are, if in distress, placed under peculiar 
disadvantages in Scotland, under the law of poor removals, as affected by the Scotch 
Poor Law, it is not possible to trace from existing statistics whether they are or not 
more criminal than other inhabitants of the parts of the large towns of Scotland, in 



which they chiefly reside. 

10. (a.) The sentences of penal servitude afford a test of the highest class of crime in Sentences of penal 
the three kingdoms, and the distribution into sexes increases the value of the comparison, j^efand compared 
Taking the same year (1873) in all the countries for more exact comparison, the 
sentences to penal servitude in that year were on men for Irish amount of population Scotland.* 11 
in Ireland, 178 ; on Scotch scale, 181 ; on English scale, 296, showing a large excess of 
men sentenced to penal servitude in England and Wales above the proportion for equal 
population in Ireland and Scotland. 



* London, equal in 1874, in population to Scotland, haa been, since 1870, only one area of charge for workhouso 
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(b.) As the Irish proportion of men sentence to penal servitude is the same as the Scotch, 
the account of the larger proportion in England . and Wales is to be sought in some cause 
in operation there, and it appears from the figures that the English Convict system has. 
not been so successful in checking re-commitments of male convicts as the Irish system. 
The number of men committed to gaol in Ireland, who, when previously committed, 
had received a sentence of transportation or penal servitude, in 1874 was only IIS,’ 
while the corresponding number in a portion of the population of England and Wales 
in 1873, equal to that of Ireland, was 186. 

(c.) The sentences of penal servitude on women in the Irish amount of population 
were in Ireland 53, on English scale 54, and on Scotch scale 89, showing a large excess 
of women sentenced to penal servitude in Scotland above both the Irish and English 
scales. This excess of female crime, taken in connexion with the excess of crimes 
against morals in Scotland, as compared with Ulster, above noticed, points to something 
defective in the status of women in Scotland, a matter of importance in connexion with 
the condemnation of the Scotch law of marriage by the Royal . Commission on the 
Marriage Laws of the United Kingdom some years since.* 



Theory oi * The excess of women in Scotland and of men in England in the sentence... „f „e„nl .1 •, r 

"bat would happen if the theory of persons ^ W*"? 

-S--5& 

SasST 

5 t, ‘ ‘ h T),?i°r 00 M T ‘r, 1 " S ' , ? t cr ; m,naht y under this system reaches only 112 in 79,000 in Cork City 
(U 2) In the Dublin Metropolitan Police district, which is on the English system of a Police force confined to 
one city, and on the London Metropolitan Police district plan as to the Police courts, an exeeptional amount 
ol n‘oT?n U,e UHIOO P ?,“• for . so . me .y cars - un.ounting in 1874 to 3,734 crimes in 337,000 population! 
that of Birmingham in 1873-1 740 ~787. '^O^in^he WoSo ‘the 

criminality of Birmingham is only half that of Dublin j but ft is about nin°e times the criminality of ft* 

,0 | u Ireland with which it most nearly corresponds. A doubt has been suggested whether any town in England 
exhibits "i proportion to population, an amount of criminality equal to that of Dublin. But it is less than the 
™ "/nJ 01 oh", C oo StCr " ,ea ? mcd ky ‘be !a,ne standard as Birmingham. The crimes in Manchester in 1873 
or 17-81cm m 3jl,18J l >0 P ulatl0n > or 128 6 the 10,000 while Dublin was in 1874, only 110 8 in the 10,000, 

Again, Dublin lias been referred to as showing the error of attaching importance to Police arrangements 
though the most singular circumstance is that the excess should occur in the par? of Ireland where the pfh”e ?nd 
Magisterial systems are on the English plan, and dilfereut from the rest of Ireland, and where there are besides 
antiquated statutable difleiences as to the Superior Criminal Courts for the city of Dublin. ’ 

“ been suggested that some light might be thrown upon the respective systems of Police and Justice 
?e„r^^ * counties as would !£ 



represent the distribution of population and wealth of Ireland * S oul “ most neari y 

JJlSSyaSS StJt contain. 5, 075,000 

keieestersliire, Norfolk, Oxford, Butland, Suffolk, North 
15 119 000 acres , 1 Jl ,, n J’ !' S a P°i>.ilation of 5,069,000 distributed over mare of 
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■ xi. fa.) The authorities in Ireland have not been so successful in dealing with 
drunkenness as with more serious crime. The proceedings against drunkards are, Stat1st106 . 
however, carried on with great vigour, the number of convictions for drunkenness, or Sumlnitrynf 
beino- drunk and disorderly, being 97,438, as compared with 95,623 in 1873, and as Report. 
compared mth 41,578 in an equal portion of the population of England and \Y ales. Statistics of 
(b) The law in both countries seems inadequate to check habitual drunkenness. 

The habitual drunkards proceeded against in England and Wales, for the proportional 
figure for Irish population, increased from 7,119 men in 1872 to 7,183 in 1873. In 
Ireland, while the actual numbers were less the increase has been greater, from 5,739 m 
1873 to 6,081 in 1874, figures of great importance in connexion with the recommendations 
of the recent Select Committee of the House of Commons on the subject of habitual 

dr i2 k (a.f The authorities in Ireland have been somewhat more successful in dealing 
with habitual drunkards amongst women, the number, showing instead of an increase, women, 
as in the case of the men, a slight reduction from 1,733 in 1873 to 1,725 m 1874 ; the 
number so recently as 1865 was 2,792. In England and Wales the proportionate number 
increased from 2,382 in 1872 to 2,465 in 1873 ; in 1865 it was only 1,746. 

(b.) The number of prostitutes proceeded against has also dimmished from 7,999 
in 1873 to 7,165 in 1874; in 1865 the number was as high as 13,717. This is more against for crimes 
rapid progress than in England and Wales, though the number is still far above the and offences, 
proportionate number in an equal population there, viz., 5,159 in 1872, 4,917 in 1873, 

and 4,805 in 1865. . 10 <-k + 

(c ) The largest part of the diminution in prostitutes proceeded against from 1865 to 
the present time is in the Dublin Metropolitan Police District, where the number 
decreased from 8,909 in 1865 to 4,338 in 1874; the latter number is however, still 
excessive, as the number in the rest of Ireland is only 2,827, and if the number m 
Dublin was in the same proportion to population it would be only 187. 

Id) According to the valuable analysis of the frequency of the same individual Icing d t cl . 
committed within the year, so long inserted in the tables of the Irish Inspectors-Geneial individual 
of Prisons, the number above referred to, of proceedings against prostitutes m Dublin m crimmals -d 
1874 from the same person being frequently proceeded against it would not pro a y proceeded against, 
represent more then 1.083 distinct indiyiduals-one-fourth of the nnmber of proceedings 
taken against women of this class in the year as above noticed. 

(el The Inspectors-General of Prisons show that some women hare been committed n« i . i nr i O . « i n 

to prison in Ireland as often as 18 times within the y ,ar-that 764 women bar, been • U .. 

committed upwards of 20 times in all. The nnmber so committed abo™ 20 times ,s t,b,t..l— 
increasing year by year; it was 665 in 1872; 681 in 1873, and it is 764.,n 1871. The, 

■ nade «T l,™ H " , «i ‘iV.nl HSrS, » “2 “5 

K™”p” in., *ni tbs “I®”* lb " ° S’, n 

Sfere to present the drunken brutality of the strong towards the weak, and promptly assist in many ways m 
obtaining justice for the poor, whose material im^ve^nt ; ntro ,i, lction of county Police in 

Si; 

SSffl ““ — * »*- - “ 

Prance, in his Report of 1860. 
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further show that 210 women have been committed over 50 times, and 47 women more 
than 100 times, and 1 woman 328 times. 

(f) The Inspectors-General add — “ It will be seen from the foregoing [referring to 
these and other figures of similar character], that the criminal class in Ireland is limited 
to comparatively few individuals, we would therefore again point out how desirable it 
is that legislation should- take place which would deal more effectively with habitual 
criminals.” 

(</.) To this may be added the observation that the existence of penitentiaries 
supported by charitable and religious people, suggests the application of the reformatory 
legislation, which has had such a wonderful success in the case of neglected children, to 
the unfortunate class of criminals and offenders above referred to, whose early education 
and training has been in many cases as much neglected as that of any inmate of a 
Reformatory or of an Industrial School. 

CHAPTER II.— MODES OF PROCEDURE FOR PUNISHING CRIME, 
tofo* ratoon tii** 1 ' In Scot,and > where a11 prosecutions are undertaken by the public prosecutors, 
three kingdoms.' 0 tlle Crown Solicitors (there called Procurators Fiscal), acting under the direction of the 
chief law officer (there called Lord Advocate), there are no Coroners’ inquests, the duty 
of making inquiry into sudden deaths being discharged by the Scotch Crown Solicitors 
(Procurators Fiscal). In England, where there is no system of public prosecution, the 
Crown only prosecuting in rare cases, Coroners’ inquests assume great importance as a 
check against private prosecutors compromising felonies. In Ireland the new practice, 
when the police have arrested a prisoner and the public prosecutor taken charge of the 
case, of not producing the prisoner before the Coroner without a habeas corpus, is a step 
towards carrying out the system of public prosecution in Ireland adopted from Scotland 
to the logical result at which it has long since arrived there. Meantime the practice is 
gradually diminishing the value of the verdicts of Coroners’ inquests as a branch of 
Criminal Statistics. 

Sentences Of death 2. The sentences of death in Ireland in 1874 were 3, all of which were commuted, 

fists;, » This “ fte P r »P° rt ‘ 011 “ fl'e average of Sve years (1869-73), and below (4) thi 
England and English average for same population for the same years, and below (4|) the number in 
France, "compared ^e same population in France in 1872. 

3. Comparing the sentences of penal servitude in Ireland with those of forced labour 
not perpetual and reclusion in France the numbers were, in Ireland in 1874, 213, average 
of five years ended 1873, 214^ ; in equal portion of French population in 1872, 285 • In 
equal population in England and Wales in 1873, 384. 

Number of fines 4. In sentences for offences disposed of summarily the most remarkable feature is the 
offcnces'ifisposcd extent to which fines - are resor ted to as a punishment in Ireland. While the number 
of summarily. committed to prison in Ireland for summary offences is only 18,387, being 2,544 less 
than (20,931) the English proportionate number, the number fined in Ireland was 
156,329, or 85,533 in excess of 70,796, the English proportionate number. 

CHAPTER III.— CRIMINALS AND OTHERS IN CONFINEMENT, AND 
KNOWN CRIMINALS AT LARGE. 

1. One of the most important facts ascertained about criminals with a view to remove- 
causes or temptations to crime is the state of their education. In Ireland of the 
commitments of ordinary prisoners to gaols in 8,897 cases of men and boys (or 37 -4 p er 
cent, of the whole) the record is “ neither read nor write,” this is an excess above the 
English proportion, which is only 313 per cent. In the case of 7,657 commitments of 
women and girls a like record of total ignorance appears, making more than half (54-8 
per cent.) of the whole number, 13,996. In England and Wales the proportion of 
women and girls totally ignorant is little above a third (38'2 per cent.) 
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2. In England and Wales very active steps are being taken to deal with the much lesser 
degree of total ignorance than prevails in Ireland. Under the elementary education Acts 
there were 1,521 convictions in 1873, no doubt for parents not sending their children Statistics. 
to school. Under the provisions of the English Act of 1855 (Denison’s Act) “to provide Summary of 

for the education of children in receipt of out-door relief” (18 Vic., c. 34), re-enacted in Report . 
a modified form by the Elementary Education Amendment Act, 1873, Guardians are 
empowered to grant relief to enable such children between four and sixteen to be 
educated. Again, under the Agricultural Children Act, 1873, which does not apply to 
Ireland, special provision is made for the education of children employed in agriculture. 

The Irish local authorities are, for want of these provisions, left to the Industrial Working of 
Schools Act alone to meet the case of neglected children, and the means thus entrusted Ireland. c °° 8 
to them they are using with great activity. The admissions during the year being 852, 
as compared with the English proportionate number 552, and the total number under 
detention at the end of the year being 4,569, as compared with the English proportionate 
number 1,658. 

3. The admissions are directed in Ireland chiefly to girls, whose education has been 
most neglected. The proportion of committals being 547 girls to 276 boys. The extent 
to which these schools are supplying the want of compulsory education in Ireland, is 
shown by the large per-centage (61 per cent.) of the totally ignorant admitted. 

4. In the case of Reformatory Schools, although the number actually sent in the year Reformatory 
is less in Ireland than the proportionate number in England and Wales, still a larger Scl,ools> 
per-centage of those committed to prison are sent on to Reformatories. Thus, 284 boys 

and girls were sent to Reformatories in Ireland out of 1,204 commitments of children 
under 16 years of age, or 24 per cent. In England and Wales the number in an equal 
population committed to prison under 16 years of age was 2,143, and those sent on to 
Reformatories, 338, were only 16 per cent, of the commitments. 

5. (a.) In both countries the attention paid to the young is producing results, so far Satia^tey 
satisfactory, that the per-centage of commitments under 16 years of age lias been reduced ^Reformatory 
from 1864 to 1874 in Ireland in the case of boys from 4’8 per cent, to 4'4, and in the Schools. 

case of girls from 1-3 to 1'2. In England and Wales the per-centage of boys was reduced 
in the same number of years from 1864 to 1873, from 8T to 7‘5,-and in the case of girls 
from 3-9 to 2'7. 



(6.) Making allowance of 13 per cent, for increase of population from 1864 to 1873, 
the number of boys under 16 committed in England and Wales, was reduced from 8,516 
to 8,062, and the number of girls from 1,483 to 1,197. In Ireland, allowing 6 per cent, 
as decrease of population from 1865 to 1874, the girls under 16 only decreased from 166 
to 165 while the boys for whom so much has not been done in Industrial Schools, 
increased from 795 to 1,039. The lesser powers in Ireland, above referred to, for 
securing the education of these classes, producing, as might be expected, less satisfactory 
results than in England and Wales. 

6. (a.) The only institutions resembling English Prisoners’ Aid Societies which are Prisoners' Aid- 
recognized by the State in Ireland, are confined to the very small but important Socielios - 
class of women discharged from convict prisons on licence. One is the Refuge for 
Roman Catholics at Golden Bridge, near Dublin, and the other the Shelter for Pro- 
testants at Harcourt-road, Dublin. Of 68 convict women discharged during the year, 

50 sought the shelter of these well-conceived charities, the earliest of which dates back 
to the prison reforms introduced at the suggestion of Mrs. Fry. 

(b.) The want of further recognition of Prisoners’ Aid Societies in Ireland, dealing as 
they do in England and Wales with all classes of prisoners, arises from the Irish law on 
the subject, still resting on an old statute of 1827 (7 Geo. IV., c. 74, s. Ill), based on 
the old English Act of 1823 (4 Geo. IV., c. 64). The amendments of the English Act 
in 1862 (25 & 26 Vic., c. 44) and 1867 (31 & 32 Vic., c. 59, s. 4), have not yet been 
extended to Ireland. 
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7. (a.) The portion of the inmates of Lunatic Ay lums that fall within the scope of 
criminal statistics is much larger in Ireland than in England and Wales. This arises 
partly from a mere difference of classification, which under an Act of the present Session, 
will not occur in future, but still affects the figures for 1874. Under an Act applicable 
only to England, of 1866, lunatics sent from gaols to asylums when their sentence ex- 
pired were treated as ordinary lunatics and ceased to be classed as criminals. This, 
principle by the Act just passed now applies to Ireland. 

(b.) The Lunatic Asylums ActofT853 enables justices (§11) to send apauper lunatic to 
an asylum upon a certificate that he is deemed to be a lunatic and a proper person to be 
sent to an asylum, and (§21) to send to asylum lunatics (whether paupers or not) 
wandering at large, not being properly cared for, or as being cruelly treated. The Act 
provides stringent penalties upon medical officers and overseers of the poor, &c., who 
omit to give notice so as to have the above classes of lunatics brought before justices. 
Lunatics sent under this Act are not classed as criminal lunatics, and so successful has this 
Act been in its operation, that the justices in England did not send a single person to an 
asylum under the earlier Actof 1837 (1 and 2 Vic., c. 14,) which enables them to commit, 
on evidence of derangement of mind “ accompanied with an intent to commit a crime" 

In Ireland Justices of the Peace have, under the Irish Act of 1867 (30 and 31 Vic., 
c. 118), only the powers of the earlier English Act of 1837 in a modified form, and none - 
of the powers of the later English Act of 1853. 

They consequently had, before committing lunatics, to wait for evidence « of an intent 
to commit a crime," and the 1,099 lunatics committed by them were necessarily classed 
with the criminal lunatics. 

(c.) The earlier stage at which lunatics were sent to asylums in England and Wales led 
to the satisfactory result that the number of actually criminal lunatics there in 1873 
was only 35 in a population equal to that of Ireland, while the number of lunatics in 
Ireland committed who had gone beyond an intent to commit a crime into actual crime 
in 1874 was 64. 

CHAPTER IV. — COST OF THE REPRESSION OF CRIME. 

1. Before comparing the Irish system of public prosecutions and more numerous 
Police with the English, it is right to contrast the results attained. The criminal classes 
known to the authorities in England and Wales amount to 32 in every 10,000 of the 
population. Of these only 13 in every 10,000 are in confinement, and 19 are at large. 
In Ireland the whole criminal population is only 19 in each 10,000 of the population, of 
which number only 10 are at large, and 9 are in custody. 

2. The cost of suppressing crime in Ireland, for Police, Prisons, Reformatories, and 
prosecutions is £1,481,433 as compared with £863,160 in an.equal population of England 
and Wales. 

3. The Police in Ireland are 22 in every 10,000, or 3 in 10,000 more numerous than 
the criminals, who are only 19 in 10,000. In England and Wales the Police are only 
12 in every 10,000 or about one-third of the criminals who are 32 in the 10,000. The 
Police are nearly twice as numerous in Ireland, 22 to 12 in the 10,000 population, and 
the Irish charge in 1874 is not much more than twice the English charge for 1873, 
£1,214,222 as compared with £583,520 for a portion of the population of England and 
Wales equal to Ireland. 

4. The cost of the Irish system of the public prosecutor appearing in nearly every case 
was nearly £88,462, as compared with £47,685 in an equal portion of English population, 
on the English system of the public prosecutor appearing in 200 cases out of 13,641. 

5. This increased cost of prosecutions was, however, more than saved by having only 
9 instead of 13 in the 10,000 in confinement in the gaols, convict prisons and reforma- 
tories. These institutions cost in Ireland only £178,749, as compared with a cost of 
£231,955, in an equal portion of English population. 
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PART II. JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 

1. No attempt has been made to compare the proceedings of the Courts in Ireland 
and in England. The very unequal application of modern legal reforms to the Courts of 
the two countries has produced an amount of diversity of practice and procedure from 
the original common standard, which would make a complete comparison very compli- 
cated and difficult, and render a partial comparison very likely to mislead. 

■ (a.) The arrear of business in the English Courts is, besides, a disturbing element in 
the way of a comparison of the Judicial Statistics of the two countries. 

(b.) The appeals in the House of Lords in 1873 were 55, the number heard 31 ; 
allowing 25 for dismissals and withdrawals, the arrears at end of year were 34 cases, 
only 1 less than the number at the end of 1872, or more than a whole year’s business 
in arrear. 

(c.) In the Privy Council in London the appeals remaining from the previous year 
were 281, and the new entries 108, making 389 to be heard; the number heard was 
only 114; allowing for 15 dismissed and 23 apparently withdrawn, the arrears were only 
reduced from 281 at the end of the year 1872, to 237 at the end of 1873, leaving above 
two years’ business in arrear. 

(d.) In the Court of Chancery in England, the number of arrears in the chief pro- 
ceedings increased from 580 at the beginning of the year, to 724 at the end of the year. 
This arrear arose although two of the heaviest cases in recent years had been by special 
Acts of Parliament referred to arbitrators, and although the parties to these suits were 
deprived of their ordinary right of appeal. 

(e.) The parties thus referred incurred a special cause of delay, when an arbitrator 
died there was a delay of some months pending the obtaining an Act of Parliament for 
the appointment of a new arbitrator, and providing for a. limited restoration of the right 
of appeal. 

(f.) The business of the Superior Courts of Common Law in England were noticed to be 
in arrear so far back as 1863, by the English and Irish Law and Chancery Commissioners. 
Notwithstanding the increased number of Judges subsequently appointed in consequence 
of the jurisdiction as to Election Petitions, there was still a large arrear in these Courts 
in 1873— no less- then 138 trials at 11 Nisi Plius” (100 in town, and 38 on circuit) were 
returned as postponed “from want of time to try the cases.” The other postponements 
(remanets by order, (feci, by consent, and causes stayed) were 312. The number of 
withdrawals and causes struck out, including cases referred, amounted to 1,769, so that 
out of 4,624 causes for trial only 2,405 were actually tried. 

( g .) When a permanent arrear of business of the kind existing in all the Superior Courts 
in England occurs, the Statistics no longer indicate the natural amount of business that 
would be brought before the Courts if there was time to dispose of it. Again, the cases 
disposed of cease to be average cases, for in such a state of business there will be a 
strong tendency to postpone or refer to arbitration the most complicated cases and 
those most likely to occupy time. 

The most interesting parts of the Judicial Statistics relate to the indications they afford 
of the working of modern legal reforms. 

2: (a.) The reform in the law of Wills and in Probate Jurisdiction is tested by the 
small proportion of business involving serious contention to the whole number of 
Probates and Administrations granted. In the District Registries, out of 2,158 Probates 
and Administrations granted, only 25 required the direction of a Judge. At the 
Central Registry, whilst 1,864 Probates and Administrations led to 556 caveats, there 
were only 50 causes that came to trial before the Judge of the Judge with a Jury. 

lb ) While a satisfactory result is thus shown for the class of cases where the property 
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is large enough to meet the expense of the system, still the entire number of Probates 
and Administrations granted (4,043) is but a small proportion of (35,000) the number of 
persons who died in Ireland in the year 1874, who legally could or did make a Will, 
showing how entirely the jurisdiction fails to reach the mass of the people and to secure 
a strictly legal disposal of their property on death, and a complete contribution of all 
such property to taxes on succession. 

3. (a.) The Lunacy reform introduced by Lord O’Hagan’s Lunacy Act of 1871, has 
been successful in extending the protection of the jurisdiction under the Queen’s Sign 
Manual, to a larger number of Lunatics ; 205 are now protected as compared with 155 
in 1871. 

(6.) The number of new cases was only 25 in 1874. The returns show, however, that 
724 were placed in the year in Private Asylums, or committed to Public Asylums as 
dangerous, having an intent to commit crime. The contrast presented by these figures 
shows that even the amended Lunacy Jurisdiction reaches only a fraction of the cases of 
persons treated as Lunatics, a very large proportion of whom have property, or claims 
to property requiring care and protection.* 

(c.) The jurisdiction of the Court of Chancery as to minors, shows 475 families of 
minors, consisting of 1,098 minors under the care of the Court. If this number be 
compared with the number of fatherless minors in Ireland, which may be estimated 
at not less than 250,000, the small per-centage under protection of the law indicates how 
entirely the jurisdiction as to minors, as that with regard to lunatics and Wills, fails to 
reach the mass of the people. 

4. (a.) The earliest Land Law Reform wasihelncumberedEstates Court in 1849,changed 
into the Landed Estates Court in 1858. The primary object was securing the prompt 
recovery of money lent on mortgage. This object still exists, for, in 1874 whilst 34 
petitions were for the sale of unincumbered estates, no less than 315 petitions were for 
the sale of incumbered estates. This prompt jurisdiction has had its share in reducing 
the interest on loans in Ireland, from 6 and 5 per cent, before 1S49, to 4£ and 4j. 

(b.) This low rate of interest on mortgages and some restrictions of the classes of 
cases to which it is applicable, has had some effect in preventing any case under Judge 
Longfield’s Land Debentures Act. 

(c.) The Record of Title Act has been brought into operation in 1874, as to 40 estates, 
valued as to consideration money at £101,000, being about 9 per cent, of the entire 
purchase money or value (£1,145,935) of property passing through the Court in the year. 

(d.) The price at which fee simple property sold in the Court in 1874, was 22'8 years’ 
purchase. In 1850 fee simple sold for only 18 yearn. All interests and tenures 
(including fee simple) sold in 1 87 4 for 1 8 years’ purchase. On an average of 3 years ended 
1874, fee simple sold for 21-38 years’ and all interests, &c., for 19T6 years’ purchase. 

(e.) If these rates be compared with 3 years ended 1869, (before the Land Act), fee 
-simple then sold for 21 "94 years’, and all interests, &c., at 17'43 years’ purchase. 

The prices of fee simple and all interests in 1874 are above this average, while 
taking the 3 years ended 1874, that of fee simple is only a fraction below it. This 
difference has been caused by a fall in the price in Leinster, while there has been a rise 
in the other 3 provinces, so that the effect of the Land Act, 1870, so far as it can be 
traced, has been if anything to increase and not to diminish the selling value of land. 

5. (a.) Under the Land Act of 1870 there were 1,061 cases, showing an increase of 
335 or 46 per cent, above the 726, the number of cases in 1S73. The increase of cases 
in Ulster were 409, of which 334 were in Tyrone, and 88 in Londonderry ; in the other 
provinces there was a decrease of 5 in Munster, 18 in Leinster, and 51 in Connaught. 

* Under Act of 1S75, c. 67, Magistrates may order cost of maintenance to be paid out of property of Lunatic 
(where more than sufficient to maintain family), but cannot protect family bv securing that what is thonght 
sufficient for their maintenance shall be so applied, or protect property of Luna'tic for his future maintenance in 
or out of an Asylum. 
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' (b ) The 1,061 cases produced only 222 decrees for £19,450 in the aggregate. The 
average sum adjudged was £101 in Ulster ; £100 in Munster ; £66 in Leinster ; and £48 
in Connaught, indicating the small class of farms with respect to which decrees were 
made, showing on the one hand the satisfactory result that has taken place from 
brining these small interests within the domain and protection of the law, and on the 
other hand the considerable amount of legal business that this has necessarily given rise to 
(c ) To test the actual extent of litigation with its possible amount, it is only necessary 
to compare the number of cases, 1,061, with the 526,000 agricultural holdings at yearly 
tenancies, it gives only 20 in every 10,000 holdings, and in the county of Tyrone, where 
the largest number of cases occurred, it only 147 in every 10,000 holdings. 

(d.) As to the provisions of the Land Act under which the decrees were made : -In 
Ulster £5,954 (64 per cent, of the total amount in that province, £9,186,) was for Ulster 
Tenant-right, and £2,011 (or 22 per cent.) for loss on quitting the holding and improve- 
ments combined. In the other three provinces £6,677 (66 per cent, ot £10,264) was 
for loss on quitting the holding and improvements together, and £2,069 (or 20 per cent.) 
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6. (a.) The extent of discontinuance of imprisonment for debt which has taken place Effect 1 

under the Act for the gradual termination of that remedy, is marked by the decrease of for dobl in su i, 3 ti- 
the writs for taking the person to satisfy a debt {capias ad satisfaciendum), from 1,370 f 

in 1872 to 200 in 1874. There was, however, on the other hand, a remarkable increase writs of capiat ad 
in the writs for levying debts off goods end diettels (including under the letter term 
yearly tenancies end leases tor terms ot years), those ol JkrifaeiM, from 3,016 m 1873 
to 4,876 in 1874, and of the latter number no less than 4,316 were executed by the Sheriff. 

While the larger part of this increase appears to have been caused by the gradual 
abolition of imprisonment for debt, a part was caused by the increased value given to 
yearly tenancies and leasehold interests by the Land Act. 

7. There was an increase in the number of ejectments for non-payment of rent exe- 
cuted from 1,256 in 1873 to 1,567 in 1874. The winter of 1872-73 being (as noticed 
in the Report on Savings of Midsummer, 1873) a severe one on the poor, this led to arrears 
in 1873, and ejectments for non-payment of rent in 1874. The increase in ejectments 
executed, other than for non-payment of rent, from 521 in 1873 to 603 in 1874, appears 
to have arisen from the increased number of writs of fieri facias, 490, as the purchaser from 
the Sheriff under such writs cannot if opposed get possession without an ejectment. 

8. (a.) The Statistics as to jurors show the effect of the Marquis of Hartington’s Jury £*™ 0,lof ' JurorB ’ 
Act of 1873, modifying the qualifications under Lord O’Hagan’s Act of 1871, and pro- 
viding for the exclusion of persons who cannot read or write English, and for the Court 

being 1 fully informed of all grounds of exemption or disqualification. 

(b°) The revision under the Act of 1873 led to 26,881 (or 31 per cent.) out of 87,641 
names returned by local officers, being struck off, and 14 added to the Jurors’ Lists. 

The effect of this revision and of the correction of the General Jurors Books under the 
Act of 1871, was that the General Jurors Books for all Ireland, under the recent law, 
contained only 60,069, being an increase in the number (55,400) on the last lists under 
the old law, those for 1871, of only 8 per cent. (4,669). The mam increase was in Ulster 
and Munster; 3,572 in Ulster, and 2,643 in Munster, whilst in Leinster there was a 
decrease of 701, and in Connaught of 845 in the number of Jurors on the General Jurors 
Books in 1874, as compared with the number in 1871 on the last lists under the old law. 

9 (a) As to frequency of summoning, Special Jurors got credit in the rotation for Summ°nmg o 
only 5,000 out of 22,628 summonses. Of the 17,628 occasions for which no credit was 
given 12,567 arose from their being summoned on Quarter Sessions Grand Juries. 

( b ) In* the county and city of Dublin, taken together, the summoning of Special and 
Common Jurors reached 184 in the 10,000 of the population, nearly double the pro- 
portion in the rest of Ireland, 98 in the 10,000 of population. 
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(c.) If there was a single panel for each term in all the Courts, a single venue in the 
eopnty and city, the number of Jurors summoned in the county and city of Dublin 
might be reduced from 7,488 to 3,316, or to 84 in the 10,000 of population, somewhat 
less than the average of Ireland. 

10 . In addition to the increase above noticed, in proceedings under the Land Act, there 
was an increase in 1874 in every branch of the business of Civil Bill Courts. In causes 
remitted from Superior Courts of 17, from 110 to 127 ; in ejectments of 454, from 5,662 
to 6,116 ; and in ordinary Civil Bills of 15,245, from 95,385 to 110,630. 
i 1 There was an increase in the appeals to Judges on circuit of 43, from 543 to 586, 
following upon increases in 1873, 1872 and 1871, making in aggregate an increase of 221 
upon the number. (365) in 1870, the year in which the Land Act passed. 

There was a similar increase in the causes entered for trial on circuit of 29, from 438 
in 1873 to 477 in 1874, the increase from 1870 amounted to 62, from 214 to 376 the 
number in that year. 

12. There was an increase in the business of the Superior . Courts of Common Law, as 
measured by the writs of summons and plaint filed, of 766, . from 15,786 in 1873 to 
16,552 in 1874 ; from 1870 the increase was 4,543, the number in that year having been 
only 12,009. 

13. In Chancery the number of Bills and Summonses filed in 1874 was 483, owing to 
the absence of returns fo.r 1873, this number must be compared with the number for 1872 
(494), and it shows a slight decrease on that number, which was slightly below. (502) 
the number for 1870, such slight changes indicating a stationary state of the business. 
The fees collected in the Record and Writ office in 1874 were £7,959, considerably above 
the amount in 1872 (£6,823), but below the amount in 1870 (£8,636). 

14. In the 8 Local Charter Courts there were 6,829 summonses, against 7,187 in 1873. 

15. The civil jurisdiction of the Courts of Petty Sessions do not admit of the same 
satisfactory comparison from year to year, from the large number of days, 1,074, on Avhich 
Petty Sessions were not held from non-attendance of Magistrates, amounting in 1874 to 7 
per cent, of the 13,688 days on which these Courts' were held, a per-centage which was 
exceeded in earlier years; owing to this circumstance the fading off in the summonses 
issued from 109,879 in 1873 to 100,900 in 1874, has not the same significance as.it 
would otherwise possess. 

16. The largeness of the figures representing the business of the local courts, notwith- 
standing the limited nature of their jurisdictions— -100,900 Civil Summonses at Petty 
Sessions, and 118,936 suits entered in the Civil Bill Courts and at Land Sessions— when 
compared with .16,552 Writs of Summons and Plaint filed in the three Superior Courts of 
Common Law, and. the 1,159 Petitions, Bills, and Summonses in Chancery, indicates 
the wonderful extension the business of the local courts is capable of. If, not alone in 
case of minors, lunatics, and succession to property at death, as above suggested, but 
in all matters where the Superior Courts now protect the property and contracts of 
those wealthy enpHgh to pay fees, costs, and law taxes, the jurisdiction of the local 
courts, was arranged to afford, like.protection to the property and contracts of the poor, 
there would be a very great extension of business of the local courts. If the appellate 
jurisdiction was arranged so as to have rehearings on Circuit and law arguments in 
town, this comprehension of the affairs of the poor in like protection of the law would 
increase the civil business of the Superior Courts. It would, at the same time, diminish 
the criminal business so far as it arises from the disputes of relatives, kinsm en^ and 
neighbours over rights of property tpo small in value to bear the costs of the present 
jurisdictions for determining them. 
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POLICE— IRELAND. 



Police Tables, showing Establishments and Costs, Number of Criminal Classes known to 
the Police, Number of Crimes Committed and Persons Apprehended, Number ol 
Persons proceeded against under Peace Preservation Act, Part II., Number ot 
Persons proceeded against Summarily, and Character of Persons proceeded against 
in each Police District ; from Returns furnished at the request of the Lord 
Lieutenant ot Ireland, by the Eoyal Irish Constabulary and the Dublin Metro- 
politan Police. 



ALSO, 

Retdenb from Coroners as to Inquests, furnished at the request of the Lord Licutenanl. 



1874 . 
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POLICE-CONTENTS. 
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tion paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, ..... 106- 

„ II. Establishment in Divisions, with Cost of Establishment, and Proportion 

paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, ..... 106- 
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„ 9. Offences determined Summarily — Number of Persons proceeded against before Justices 

in each County, &c., specifying the Offences, ..... 126, 127 

„ 10. Offences determined Summarily. — Number of Persons who were proceeded against 

Summarily before Justices for each Class of Offence, and the Result of the Proceedings, 128, 129 

„ 11, Character of Criminals. — Class of Persons proceeded against in each Police District, on 

Indictment and Summarily, ...... .130-134 



Coroners’ Inquests. 

Table 1. Number of Inquests, with Ages of Deceased, Finding of the Jury, and Costs 
Tablo 2. Provincial Abstraot, . , .... 



. 135-138 
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INQUESTS.— TABLE- 1. Showing the Number of Inquests as to Cause of Death held by the Coroner for each District, whether in his own or in another District in the same 
County, in the Year 1874, and the Amount of Costs— from Kcturns made by Coroners— continued. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— IRELAND. 



Tables showing Number of Persons for Trial at Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, 
and Quarter Sessions in the Year 1874, the Offences with which they were charged, 
and the Result of the Proceedings, showing the Acquitted and Discharged, and the 
Sentences of those Convicted — made from Returns from Local Inspectors of Gaols, 
prepared from Returns by the Clerks of the Crown and Peace, pursuant to 7 Geo. IV., 
c. 74, s. 67, and from the Records of the Gaols. 

ALSO, 

Account showing Costs of Criminal Proceedings for Year ending 31st of March, 1874, 
viz. : — The Sums paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury for Criminal Prosecutions at 
Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions, and for Proceedings 
at Petty Sessions, Inquests, and Police Courts (under Criminal Justice Act or other 
Statute or Authority), with Number of Prosecutions and Amount of Costs under 
each Head, so far as could be ascertained. 



CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS— CONTENTS. 



At Assizes, the Dublin Commission Court, and Quarter Sessions, with Costs. 

Table 1. Number of Persons for Trial in each County, with the Result of the Proceedings, . . 140 

„ 2. Persons for Trial for each Offence and Class of Offences, with the Result of the Proceedings, . 142 

„ 3. Number and Sexes of Persons for Trial for the various Offences in each County, . . 146 

„ 4. Account of Sums paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, with Number of Prosecutions and Costs 

under each Class of Courts, ........ 152 

„ 5. Comparative Number of Persons Convicted and Not Convicted in each of the last Ten Tears, 

with the Offences with which they were Convicted or stood charged, . . , 154 

„ 6. Number of Persons for Trial, and the Number Convicted and Not Convicted in each County 

in each of the last Ten Tears, ........ 158 

„ 7. Comparative Table showing the Sex of the Persons for Trial in each of the last Ten Tears, and 

Number in each County, respectively, ....... 160 



For Appeals from Magistrates, Applications for Spirit Licences and Bills of Indictment, Court for Consideration 
of Crown Cases Reserved, and Jurors’ Sessions— vide Part II. 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES, COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS.— TABLE 3.— Showing FOR EACH COUNTY, &c., the NUMBER of 
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CRIMINAL PROCEEDINGS AT ASSIZES, COMMISSION, AND QUARTER SESSIONS.— TABLE 6— Showing, for each COUNTY, &c„ the 
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PRISONS — IRELAND. 



County Gaols. 

Tables compiled from Returns from the Local Inspectors of Gaols. 

Bridewells. 

Tables compiled from Returns from Local Inspectors of Gaols. 

Convict Prisons. 

Returns from the Directors of Convict Prisons. 

Reformatory Schools. 

Returns from Inspector of Reformatory Schools. 

Industrial Schools. 

Returns from Inspector of Industrial Schools. 

Lunatic Asylums, as to Criminal Lunatics and Dangerous Lunatics charged wmi 

INTENT TO COMMIT A CRIME. 

Returns from Inspectors of Lunatic Asylums. 
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PRISONS— CONTENTS. 



COUNTY AND COUNTY OP CITY AND OF TOWN GAOLS. 

Page 

1. Funds charged, with Proportion charged on Local Hates, paid by Her Majesty’s Treasury, and for 

Revenue, Army, and Naval Prisoners, ........ 163 

2. Number and Disposal of Prisoners, . ....... 164,65 

3. Number of Commitments, with Classification of the Commitments other than first Commitments, . 166, 67 

4 . Age, Sex, and Birthplace of Persons Committed, ....... 168, 69 

6. Instruction and Occupations of Persons Committed, ...... 170,71 

6. State and Condition of Gaols in respect of Capacity, Health, and Punishments for Prison Offences, 172, 73 

7. Expenses in detail, and Total Costs of Gaols and of Officers and Prisoners, . . . 174, 75 

8. Establishment and Total ordinary Costs, with Average Charge per Prisoner in the Year, . . 176, 77 

BRIDEWELLS. 

1. Number of Commitments to the several Bridewells, with Expenses, and Funds Charged therewith, 178-80 



CONVICT PRISONS. 

1. Establishments of the different Prisons, ........ 180 

2. Expenditure under each Head of Service, . . . . . . . 181 

3. Numbers Confined, and their Disposal during the Year, ...... 181 

4. Tickets of Leave, ........... 181 

5. Refuges for Women and Girls who are Convicts on Licence, 181 

REFORMATORY SCHOOLS. 

1 . Age, Sex, Social Condition, State of Instruction, and previous Commitments, . . . 182 

"2. Numbers under Detention, Committed, Discharged, and Removed, .... 182 

3. Occasion of Committals and Sentences passed upon Offenders Received, .... 183 

4. Offences of which Offenders were Convicted, ....... 183 



INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS. 

1. Number under Detention, Committed, Discharged, and Removed, with the Costs, . . . 184-86 

2. Ages, Grounds of Committal, Social Condition, and State of Instruction on Admission, . . 187 

LUNATIC ASYLUMS, AS TO CRIMINAL LUNATICS AND DANGEROUS LUNATICS CHARGED ’ 
WITH INTENT TO COMMIT A CRIME. 

1. Number undergoing Detention, with Commitments, Discharges, Removals, and Costs, . . 187 

2 . Offences with which the Lunatics were charged, ....... 188, 89 
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COUNT? and COUNTY of CITY and of TOWN GAOLS in the Year 1874, from Returns made by Local Inspectors of Gaols. 
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BRIDEWELLS. — NUMBER of PRISONERS in the several BRIDEWELLS in the Tear 1874, with the COST incurred, &c. — concluded. 
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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOLS— I. RETURN showing the NUMBER under DETENTION, COMMITTED, DISCHARGED, REMOVED, or TRANSFERRED in the Year 1874 
with the COSTS, under Stat. 31 Vie., e. 25. Made by the Inspector of Reformatories and Industrial Schools. 
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JUDICIAL STATISTICS. 
PART II. 



RETURNS, TABLES, AND PORKS 

RELATING TO 



The Superior C.urte of 0— Lew (includiug the Civil and Fiscal Jurisdiction and' 
Jurisdiction in Appeals of Judges on Circuit) ; 

Tie High Court of Chancery, the Landed Estates Court, the Court of Probate, the 
High Court of Admiralty, and the Court of Bankruptcy ; 



The Supreme Court, of Appeal, vis.-Her Majesty iu Council, the Home of Lords, the 
Privy Council, Ireland, the Court of Appeal in Chancery, the Exchequer Chamber 
the Court of Criminal Appeal, Cases reserved for twelve Judges, and Court for Land 
Cases reserved ; 

Appeals and Licence, at Quarter Session., Local Charter Court., the Court, of Chairmen 
of Counties and Recorders, Sheri® Proceedings, Juror. Proce dmg. a. to, by 
Revising Judges and by Sheriffs as to summoning, and the Civil Jurisdiction of 
Petty Sessions Courts. 



1874 . 
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5. Bills of Sale registered, ..... 
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COURT OF EXCHEQUER.— 7. Betob* of the Natube of the Closes entered for Trial, and of the Results of the Caoses Tried in Court in the Year 1874, together with the 
Amounts RecoYered by Plaintiffs, and the Number of each Class of Amount, made by the Registrar to. the Lord Chief Baron. 
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J.ANDED ESTATES COURT.— 5. RET0RN of PROCEEDINGS in the RECORD of TITLE OFFICE for the Year ended let November, 1874, made by the Recording Offices. 
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HIGH COURT OF ADMIRALTY—*. RETURN of PROCEEDINGS in the HIGH COURT of ADMIRALTY of IRELAND for the Year ended 31st December, 1874, made by 
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Court of Appeal in Cl 



2. HOUSE OF LORDS. — RETURN of JUDICIAL PROCEEDINGS in the HOUSE on APPEALS and CAUSES in ERROR from I1USH COURTS in the Fear 1874, 
made by the Clerk of the Parliaments. 
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QUARTER SESSIONS COURTS.— TABLE showing NUMBER of APPEALS from MAGISTRATES and APPLICATIONS for SPIRIT LICENCES in the Year 1874, 



from Returns made by Clerks of the Peace. 




a Paid to Secretary. b Placed to the credit of the Borough Fund. 
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TABLE of PROCEEDINGS in the Year 1874, as to the ATTENDANCE of MAGISTRATES and the NUMBER of CIVIL CASES other than PROCEEDINGS as to 
COTTIER TENANTS, and as to COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC-, e. 154, and as to OVERHOLDING TENANTS in TOWNS under 14 & 15 VIC., 
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TABLE of PROCEEDINGS in the Year 1874, as to the ATTENDANCE of MAGISTRATES and the NUMBER of CIVIL CASES other than PROCEEDINGS as to 
COTTIER TENANTS, and as to COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC., e. 154, and as to OVERHOLDING TENANTS in TOWNS under 14 & 15 VIC., 
c. 92, from Returns made by Clerks of Petty Sessions —cmuitmed. 
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TABLE of PROCEEDINGS in the Year 1874, as to the ATTENDANCE of MAGISTRATES and the NUMBER of CIVIL CASES other than PROCEEDINGS as to 
COTTIER TENANTS, and as to COTTIER TENANTS under STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC., c. 154, and as to OVERHOLDING TENANTS in TOWNS under 14 & 15 VIC., 
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TABLE of PROCEEDINGS in the Year 1874, as to the ATTENDANCE of MAGISTRATES and the NUMBER of CIVIL CASES other than PROCEEDINGS as to 
COTTIER TENANTS, and as to COTTIER TENANTS nnder STATUTE 23 & 24 VIC., c. 154, and as to OVERHOLDING TENANTS in TOWNS under 14 & 15 VIC. 
c. 92, from Returns made by Clerks of Petty Sessions — continued. 
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